
HOUSE .... No. 2367

Executive Department, Boston, June 12, 1012.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives
There is a most urgent public demand for increased powers

of supervision over the railroads and the telephone and tele-
graph service. There is also an equally strong demand for the
strengthening of the personnel
itself.

if the Railroad Commission

ad Commission should, in my
and be given the supervision

The membership of the Eailn
judgment, be increased to five,
of the telephone and telegraph service. This service is at
present under the supervision of the Massachusetts Highway
Commission, but that Commission is not empowered to give an
effective supervision thereof.

The Highway Commission will hereafter have the expendi-
ture of a million dollars a year for five years on the high-
ways, in accordance with a recent legislative act. This appro-
priation is double the present one, and the Commission will
be fully occupied in the work of expending that sum judi-
ciously.

The Acting Chairman of the Highway Commission, Mr
William I). Sohier, sustains me in the opinion that that Com
mission is no place for the work of supervising the telephom
and telegraph service. I transmit herewith a copy of a lettei
recently received from him to this effect.

The United States Government, in respect to interstate
service, places the supervision of telephone and telegraph
companies in the hands of the same commission that regulates

C6c Commomucaltlj of sgnssaclmsctts.
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railroad service, namely the Interstate Commerce Commi
sion.

I recommend that the name of the enlarged Railroad Com-
mission be changed to Public Transportation Commission.

It would be most regrettable if the Legislature were not to
carry out these needed measures in full.

I submit herewith a draft of a hill which I believe would
suffice to meet the foregoing recommendations, and which in
conjunction with the bill which passed the House to-day would
meet the public demand.

Having been informed that on a point of order in the House
it has been decided that the subject matter of this message is
not formally at present before that body, I take this means to
bring it before you.

EUGENE N. FOSS.

June 5, 1912.

To His Excellency, Eugene N. Foss, Governor, State House, Boston,
Mass.

Sir : In response to the suggestion which you made to me
personally this morning, that I write to you on the question
of transferring from the Massachusetts Highway Commission
to some other Board the supervision of telephone and tele-
graph companies, I would state that I have always felt that
the Highway Commission, mostly engaged as it was in con-
structive work, was an inappropriate Commission to have
telephone rate regulations referred to it by the legislature.

This Commission has been engaged in the study of tele-
phone rates for some live years, a very large amount of money
has been spent in the various studies preliminary to the regu-
lation of telephone rates, and a large amount of information
collected. Its time is also occupied with work on roads, which
is of a constructive character, and wdth the administration of
the automobile law, both of which require a large amount of
time.

I have felt that, when the proper time came, in the opinion
of the executive and legislative branch of the government, it
would be wise if the telephone rate regulations were trans-
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ferred to some other Board or Commission. In this 1
sure that Mr. Kemp, the other member of the Commii
agrees with me. The question of when the most wise
appropriate time will be is for the executive and legis
branch of the government to determine.

ion

;e and
lativc

Very respectfully

RWM. D. SOHII(Signed

I feel
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AN ACT
To provide for the Improvement and Extension of the Trans-

portation Service of this Commonwealth.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

follows:
i

s

Section 1. The name of the board of railroad com-
missioners is hereby changed to public transportation com-

mission, hereinafter called the commission. The com-
mission shall have all the powers and duties heretofore
imposed and conferred upon said board, except in so far
as inconsistent with the powers and duties specified in
this act. From and after the taking effect of this act
the powers and duties of the Massachusetts highway com-
mission relative to the supervision of companies engaged
in the transmission of intelligence by electricity shall
cease and all powers and duties imposed and conferred
by law upon said commission in relation thereto shall be
transferred to and placed upon the public transportation
commission except in so far as inconsistent with the
powers and duties specified in this act. All pending mat-
ters shall be continued before or in the name of the com-

mission, and no obligations or liabilities now existing
shall be affected by the transfer. Upon the taking effect
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twelve.

PART I
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19 of this act the Massachusetts highway commission shall
20 transfer and deliver to the commission all books, maps,
21 papers, files, and records in their possession relating to
22 the supervision of all companies engaged in the transmis-
-23 sion of intelligence by electricity and the commission is
24 hereby authorized to take possession of all such books,
25 maps, papers, files and records.

1 Section 2. The commission shall consist of five
2 competent persons. The members of the present board
3 of railroad commissioners shall he members of the com-
-4 mission with the same tenure of office as they now have.
5 Upon the taking effect of this act the governor by and
6 with the consent of the council shall appoint two addi-
-7 tional commissioners, one to serve until the first day of
8 July, nineteen hundred and seventeen, the other to serve
9 until the first day of July, nineteen hundred and six-

10 teen. The governor may appoint to serve as chairman
11 of the commission during the term of office of the com-
-12 missioner in question any one of the five members of
13 the public transportation commission. In place of the
14 railroad commissioner whose term of office expired on
15 the first day of July, nineteen hundred and eleven, the
16 governor by and with the consent of the council shall
17 appoint a commissioner to serve until the first day of
18 July, nineteen hundred and fourteen. In place of
19 the commissioner whose term expires on the first day
20 of July, nineteen hundred and twelve, the governor by
21 and with the consent of the council shall appoint a com-

-22 missioner to serve until the first day of July, nineteen
23 hundred and fifteen. Thereafter in each year, on or be-
-24 fore the first day of July the governor, with the advice
25 and consent of the council, shall appoint a commissioner
26 to serve for five years from said day.








