
HOUSE No. 122
Bill accompanying the petition of Edward Emmet McGrath for

legislation to provide for the employment of prisoners in the im-
provement of waste land and in other outdoor labor. Social Wel-
fare. January 1.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirteen.

AN ACT
Relative to the Employment of Prisoners.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. During all times in which outdoor labor
2 is practicable, inmates of penal institutions who are
3 required to labor shall be employed, so far as is possible,
4 in work upon highways, in the reclamation of waste
5 places, and in cultivating lands for raising produce to be
6 used in public institutions.

1 Section 2. The county commissioners of any county
2 may purchase or lease land with funds specifically appro-
-3 priated therefor by the general court for the purpose of
4 improving and cultivating it by the labor of prisoners
5 from a jail or house of correction ; and the said commis-
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6 sionors may also make arrangements with the officials of
7 a city or town, or with a private owner, to improve
8 waste or unused land by means of such prison labor.
9 When land that is not the property of the county is so

10 improved, the owners thereof shall pay to the county
11 such sums, not exceeding the actual cost of maintenance,
12 as may be agreed upon between the county commis-
-13 sioners and the other parties in interest, for the labor of
14 any prisoners employed thereon.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


