
HOUSE No. 136
Bill accompanying the petition of John C. Pirie and another for

legislation to authorize the annexation of the town of Revere to the
city of Boston. Metropolitan Affairs. January 2.

AN ACT
To annex the Town of Revere to the City of Boston.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Sectiox 1. The territory now comprised within the
2 limits of the town of Revere with the inhabitants and
3 estates therein, is hereby annexed to and made part of
4 the city of Boston, subject to the same municipal regula-

tions, obligations and liabilities, and entitled to the same
6 immunities in all respects as the city of Boston: provided
7 however, that until constitutionally and legally changed,
8 said territory shall continue to be, for the purpose of
9 electing a member of the house of representatives, part of

10 the twenty-seventh Suffolk representative district; for
11 the purpose of electing a senator, part of the first Suffolk
12 senatorial district; for the purpose of electing a council-
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13 lor, part of the fourth councillor district; and for the
14 purpose of electing a representative in congress, part of
15 the congressional district, number seven, as the same are
16 now constituted.

1 Section 2. All the duties now required by law to be
2 performed by the selectmen and town clerk of the town
3 of Revere or either of them, pertaining to the election
4 of representatives in congress, state councillors, and sen-
-5 ators and members of the house of representatives, shall
6 in like manner devolve upon and be performed by the
7 board of election commissioners of the city of Boston.
8 It shall be the duty of the ward officers of the ward estab-
-9 lished in said territory, as hereinafter provided, to make

10 return of all votes that may be cast therein from time to
11 time for representatives in congress, state councillors,
12 senators, members of the house of representatives, and
13 for all other national, state, district, county, municipal
14 and ward officers, to the board of election commissioners
15 of the city of Boston.

1 Section 3. All the public property of the town of
2 Revere shall be vested in, and is hereby declared to be
3 the property of the city of Boston, and the city of Boston
4 shall succeed to all the rights, claims, causes of action,
5 rights to uncollected taxes, liens, uses, trusts, duties,
6 privileges and immunities of the town of Revere. The
7 town treasurer of the town of Revere, shall, on or before
8 the second Monday of January, in the year nineteen hun-
-9 dred and fourteen under the direction of the selectmen

10 of said town, who shall for this purpose and for all other
11 purposes necessary to carry into effect the provisions of
12 this act, continue to hold their offices, transfer, deliver,
13 pay over and account for, to the city treasurer of the city
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14 of Boston all books, papers, moneys and other property
15 in Ills possession as town treasurer when this act takes
16 effect; and the city of Boston shall become liable for and
17 subject to all debts, oblig
18 and liabilities of the said
■l9 of action which may be pe
20 crued at the time when this
21 against the town of Eeve

ations, duties, responsibilities
town. All actions and causes
nding, or which shall have ac-
i act takes effect in behalf of or
re shall survive and may be

22 prosecuted to final judgment and execution in behalf of or
23 against the city of Boston.

1 Section 4. The several courts within the county of
2 Suffolk, after this act tab
3 jurisdiction over .all eausei

effect, shall have the same

! of action and proceedings in
,nd over all matters in probate
territory hereby annexed, that
like actions, proceedings, and

4 civil and criminal causes, ;
5 and insolvency within said
6 said courts now have over
7 matters.

1 Section 5. Said territory shall be added to and con
2 stitute a part of the judicial district of the East Boston
3 district court: provided, however, that the Chelsea police
4 shall have and retain jurisdiction of all actions, pro-
-5 ceedings, and matters that have rightfully begun in said
6 court before this act takes effect.

1 Section 6. If this act shall be accepted, as hereinafter
2 provided, said territory shall, after the Tuesday next fol
3 lowing the first Monday of November in the year nine
4 teen hundred and thirteen, constitute a ward of the cit;
5 of Boston to be called ward twenty-seven, for all the pur

6 poses mentioned in this section and in the following sec-
-7 tion of this act; and the ward so established shall be
8 entitled to all xhe municipal and ward officers to which
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h of the other wards of the city of Boston is entitled.
10 The city council of the city of Boston shall in due season
11 call a meeting of the legal voters of said ward to be held
12 in the year nineteen hundred and fourteen, at some place
13 or places within said ward which shall be designated by
14 the board of election commissioners of Boston, to give in
15 their ballots for all municipal officers to be voted for, and
16 upon all questions submitted to the people for the year
17 nineteen hundred and fourteen, for and upon which they
18 shall be entitled to vote by virtue of the provisions of
19 this act. The board of election commissioners of the
20 city of Boston shall prepare lists of the legal voters in
21 said ward, to be used at said meeting, and shall do all
22 other things which they are now by law required to do
23 in respect to like elections in other wards in the city of

4 Boston.

1 Section 7. The provisions of law relative to listing
2 and registration of voters, to caucuses, primaries and

elections, and all laws relating thereto now in force in
4 the city of Boston, shall apply to and be in force in the
5 territory of the town of Revere, and to the inhabitants
6 thereof, annexed to the city of Boston; except that for
7 the municipal election in the year nineteen hundred and
8 fourteen, it shall be the duty of the present town officers
9 of the town of Revere to transfer to the board of election

10 commissioners of Boston, immediately after the accept
11 ance of this act, their records relative to assessments and
12 registration of voters and the voting lists used at the
13 state election; and the election commissioners shall, for
14 the purpose of conducting the regular municipal election
15 in said territory in January, nineteen hundred and four-
-16 teen, use at the polls the voting lists used in said town at
17 the state election, and shall prepare a supplementary
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18 voting list of such names as may be added in accordance
19 with law. Such supplementary registration and voting
20 lists shall, for the said election in said territory, be pre-
-21 pared from the assessors’ lists of said town for the year
22 nineteen hundred and fourteen; and the voting lists for
23 the said election in the said territory shall be prepared
24 in accordance with the laws now provided for the prepa-
-25 ration of voting lists in towns. These lists so -prepared
26 shall be used at any special election held in the said ter-

-27 ritory prior to the fifteenth day of July, nineteen hun-
-28 dred and fourteen.

1 Section 8. The powers and duties relating to cau-
-2 euses, primaries and elections, vested in and imposed by
3 law upon the town officers of Eevere, except the power
4 and duty of giving notice of elections and fixing the days
5 and hours of holding the same, shall in the city of Boston
6 be vested in and performed by the board of election com-
-7 missioners of said city, who shall be subject to all the
8 penalties prescribed for failure to perform such duties.
9 The power and duty of calling elections, giving notice of

10 the same, and fixing the days and hours of holding the
11 same, shall be vested in and performed by those pub-
-12 lie officers who now have said power and duty for the
13 city of Boston.

1 Section 9. The board of election commissioners shall.
2 between the first day of July and the first day of October
3 in the year nineteen hundred and fourteen, make a new
4 general registration of the qualified male voters of the
5 territory of the town of Revere, which shall be prepared
6 in the manner now fixed by law for preparing general
7 registers in Boston. Changes may be made therein on
8 account of illegal registration, and in the year in which
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9 it is made the law relating to general registration of
10 voters shall be applicable thereto, and the annual regis-
11 ters and voting lists of
13 therefrom in the manne
13 annual registers and vo

aid territory shall be prepared
provided by law for preparing
ng lists in cities. The places

14 and hours for such registration shall be determined bv
15 the board of election commissioners of Boston, and for
16 this purpose said board may appoint, in a manner which
17 will provide equal representation for the two leading
18 political parties, such additional assistant registrars as
19 in its judgment may be necessary.

1

1 Section 10. The citizens of the territory by this act
2 annexed to the city of Boston shall have the same right to
3 vote for municipal officers at the annual municipal elec-
-4 tion of the city of Boston in the vear nineteen hundred
5 and fourteen as they would have had if said territory had
6 formed part of the city of Boston for more than six
7 months next before said election.

1 Section 11. The several police officers, watchmen and
2 firemen in office in the town of Revere, when this act

akes effect shall thereafter continue in the discharge of
4 their respective duties, until successors are appointed in
5 their stead. The members of the regular and permanent
6 police and fire departments of the town of Revere when
7 this act takes effect shall become in their respective grades

8 members of the police and fire departments of the city
9 of Boston, and shall be within the classified civil service

10 of the commonwealth.

1 Section 12. This act shall not take full effect unless
2 accepted by a majority of the registered voters of the city
3 of Boston present and voting thereon by ballot at a meet-
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4 iug which shall be held in the several wards, and in the
5 precincts thereof, of said city, and also by a majority of
6 the registered voters of the town of Revere present and
7 voting thereon by ballot at a meeting which shall be held
Bin said town. All said meetings shall be held simul-
-9 taneonsly on the Tuesday next following the first Monday
10 of Xovember, nineteen hundred and thirteen, and due
11 notice thereof shall be given.

12 Said ballots shall be “ Yes ” or u Xo ” in answer to the
13 question “Shall an act passed by the legislature of the
14 commonwealth in the year nineteen hundred and thirteen
15 entitled £ An Act to annex the Town of Revere to the
16 City of Boston be accepted ? ” The ballots prepared
17 for the election of state officers at the annual election for
18 the vear nineteen hundred and thirteen to be used in the
19 city of Boston and in the town of Revere shall be pre-
-20 pared so as to conform with the provisions of this section.

1 Sectiox 13. The said meeting of the town of Revere
2 shall be notified and warned by the selectmen of said
3 town in the same manner in which meetings for elections
4 in said town are notified and warned; and the said meet-
-5 ings in the citv of Boston shall be called and due notice
6 given in the same manner in which meetings for elections
7 in said city are called. All provisions of law relative to

counting and recording of votes, to records and certifi-
cates of elections shall apply to the election held under

10 this act.

1 Section 14. It shall be the duty of the board of
2 election commissioners of the city of Boston to certify.

n as may be, the ballots cast in the citv of Boston
4 and the number of ballots cast in favor of the acceptance
5 of this act, and the number of ballots cast against the
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6 acceptance in said city, to the secretary of the common-
-7 wealth. The selectmen and town clerk of the town of
8 Revere shall, as soon as may be, make a like return of
9 the ballots cast in said town and the number of ballots

10 cast in favor of acceptance of this act and the number of
11 ballots cast against said acceptance in said town, to the
12 secretary of the commonwealth. And if it shall appear
13 that a majority of the votes cast thereon in the city of
14 Boston and a majority of the votes cast thereon in the
15 town of Revere are in favor of the acceptance of this act,
16 the secretary shall immediately issue and publish his
17 certificate declaring this act to have been duly accepted.

1 Section 15. So much of this act as authorizes and
2 directs its submission to the legal voters of said citv and

town, shall take effect upon its passage.

1 Section 16. If this act shall be accepted as herein
2 provided, it shall take effect after the Tuesday next fol-
-3 lowing the first Monday in November in the year nine-

4 teen hundred and thirteen, so far as to authorize, legalize
5 aud carry into effect the provisions of the sixth, seventh,

6 eighth, ninth and tenth sections of this act; but for all
7 other purposes, except as mentioned in section sixteen of
8 this act, it shall take effect on the first Monday of Janu-
9 ary in the year nineteen hundred and fourteen.

1 Section 17. If any election or balloting upon the
2 question of the acceptance of this act, either by said city

or by said town shall, within two months thereafter, be
declared void by the supreme judicial court upon sum-
mary proceedings which may be had in any county on
the petition of fifty voters of either said city or said town,

7 the question of accepting said act shall again be submitted
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8 to the legal voters of said city and town, and a meeting
9 thereof shall within thirty days thereafter he called, held

10 and conducted, and the votes returned and other proceed-
-11 ings had thereon, in the manner hereinbefore provided.
12 But no election or balloting shall be held void for infor-
13 mality in calling, holding or conducting the election, or
14 returning the votes or otherwise, except upon proceedings
15 instituted therefor and determined within sixty days
16 thereafter as aforesaid.




