
HOUSE No. 287

Bill accompanying the petition of the mayor of the city of Boston
for legislation relative to the lighting of the ways of egress in places
of public assembly. Cities. January 3.

AN ACT
Relative to the Lighting of the Ways of Egress in Places

of Public Assembly.

Be it enacted by the Senate
in General Court assembled.

and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

same, as follows
1 Section 1. Section one hundred and five of chapter
2 five hundred and fifty of the acts of the year nineteen
3 hundred and seven is hereby amended by adding at the
4 end thereof the following: Every existing building
5 containing a hall or assembly room to which admission is
6 obtained by ticket, as provided by chapter four hundred
7 and ninety-four of the acts of the year nineteen hundred
8 and eight shall have all the ways of egress from such
9 building sufficiently lighted while the said hall or

10 assembly room is occupied by an audience, in a manner
11 satisfactory to the building commissioner, —so that said
12 section as amended will read as follows : Section 105.
13 Every building hereafter erected with a hall or assembly-
-14 room to contain a public audience of more than eight
15 hundred persons, or with more than one superimposed
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16 gallery or balcony, shall be of fireproof construction
17 throughout; except that halls or assembly-rooms, the
18 mean level of the main floor of which is not more than
19 five feet above the grade of the adjacent street, may
20 have roofs of second class construction.
21 Every building hereafter erected with a hall or assem
22 bly-room to contain an audience of more than six hundred
23 persons, the main floor of which is raised more than
24 fifteen feet above the level of the principal street upon
25 which it faces, shall be of fireproof construction
26 throughout.

27 The capacity of a hall or assembly-room shall be esti-
-28 mated on the basis of six square feet for each person.
29 If several halls or assembly-rooms are provided in one
30 building, their aggregate capacity shall be considered as
31 determining whether or not the building shall be of
32 fireproof construction, unless the several halls are
33 enclosed by or separated from each other by fireproof
34 walls, with fireproof doors in the same, in which case
35 the building may be of second class construction.

No existing building shall be altered to contain a hall
37 or assembly-room exceeding the foregoing dimensions,
38 unless the whole building as altered shall conform to the
39 provisions of this act.
40 Every existing building containing a hall or assembly-
-41 room to which admission is obtained by ticket, as pro-
-42 vided by chapter four hundred and ninety-four of the
43 acts of the year nineteen hundred and eight shall have
44 all the of egress from such building sufficiently
45 lighted while the said hall or assembly-room is occupied

46 by an audience, in a manner satisfactory to the building

47 commissioner.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passa


