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Bill accompanying Hie petition of John J. Douglass and another

for legislation to provide for the further protection of the rights of
persons arrested charged with crime. Joint Judiciary. January 6.

AN ACT
To provide for the Further Protection of the Rights of Per-

sons arrested Charged with Crime.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. No statement, admission, or confession,
2 made by a person while in custody under arrest charged
3 with the commission ofa crime within this commonwealth,
4 shall be admissible as evidence in any criminal proceeding
5 against him, unless the legal rights of the person ar-
-6 rested shall have first been explained to him by an offi-
-7 cer qualified to take bail in criminal cases, excluding
8 clerks of court, and unless such statement, admission or
9 confession shall have been subscribed by the person ai

10 rested in the presence of such officer.

1 Section 2, Any statement, admission, or confession
2 made and subscribed as piovided in section one of this

Clie Commontocaltl) of Massachusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirteen.
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act shall be filed by the officer taking such statement,
admission or confession in the office of the clerk of the
court having jurisdiction of the offence charged, and
shall become a part of the records of the case.

Section 3. Any officer acting under the provisions
of this act shall be entitled to a fee of two dollars, to be
paid by the county in which the court having jurisdic-
tion of the crime lies.

Section 4. Nothing herein contained shall apply to
any statement made by defendants in open court upon
trial.

Section 5. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


