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Dear Governoil Attorney General: 

I write to bring to your attention a matter of utmost importance to your state, 

Last November, the Supreme Judicial Court ofMassachusetts, in a 4 to 3 decision, ruled 
unconstitutional the state's longstanding policy that marriage is between one man and one woman. Goodridge v. 
Department of Public Health, 440 Mass. 309 (2003). 

Since that decision, our state legislature met in constitutional convention and voted in favor of a 
proposed constitutional amendment that, if ultimately approved by the voters, would define marriage as between 
a man and a woman. I believe that matters of such fundamental significance to society as the definition of 
marriage belong in the hands ofthe people. To that end, I have filed emergency legislation which would allow 
me to address the court to seek a further stay of its ruling until the amendment process is complete and the voice 
of the people has been heard. 

However, at the same time, we are preparing for the possibility that the Court's decision will go into 
effect on May 17, and it is likely that same-sex couples from around the country will come to Massachusetts to 
attempt to get married. 

Massachusetts has a statute that provides that: "No marriage shall be contracted in this commonwealth 
by a party residing and intending to continue to reside in another jurisdiction if such marriage would be void if 
contracted in such other jurisdiction, and every marriage contracted in this commonwealth in violation hereof 
shall be null and void." G.L c. 207, sec. 11. 

It is our view that same-sex marriage is not permitted under the laws of any other state in the nation, 
including yours. Unless we receive an authoritative statement to the contrary from either you or your 
representative, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts will not issue a Massachusetts marriage license to same
sex couples from your state. 

Please respond to my Chief of Staff Beth Myers at (617) 725-4000 or by facsimile at (617) 727-5291. 

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~.'n 727 
Mitt Romney 


