
HOUSE No. 978

Resolve accompanying the petition of Fitz Henry Smith, Jr., for the
appointment of a commission to report a plan of compensation for
personal injuries received by passengers in the cars or other convey-
ances of common carriers. Joint Judiciary. January 16.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventeen.

RESOLVE

To provide for a Commission to report a Plan of Compensa-
tion for Personal Injuries caused by Railroads, Street Rail-
ways and Other Carriers.

1 Resolved, That reasonable grounds exist for believing
2 that upon the principles of the workmen’s compensation
3 act or otherwise, a different and more satisfactory method
4 might be devised for the adjustment of controversies
5 growing out of personal injuries caused by railroads,
6 street railways and other carriers.
7 Resolved, That the governor, with the advice and con-
-8 sent of the council, be authorized to appoint a commis-
-9 sion of five persons, citizens of the commonwealth, one of

10 whom shall be designated as chairman, for the purpose
11 of investigating the effect of the present laws relating to
12 the liability of railroads and street railway corporations
13 for injuries received by passengers in the course of their
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14 conveyance. The commission shall investigate other laws
15 and systems in operation in other states and countries,
16 shall correspond or confer with committees and commis-
-17 sions in other states considering the same subject, if any
18 there be, and may draft an act for the compensation of
19 passengers for injuries received in the course of their
20 conveyance. The commission shall be provided with
21 suitable quarters in the state house or elsewhere. It
22 may employ all necessary clerical or other assistance and
23 may incur such reasonable expense, including traveling
24 expenses, and shall receive such renumeration, if any, as
25 may be approved by the governor and council. The
26 commission shall report in print the draft of an act if,
27 in the judgment of the commission, any act is advisable,
28 and a compilation of the data and statistics and such
29 other information as the commission may procure, of its
30 investigation and study, on or before the second Wednes-
-31 day in January in the year nineteen hundred and eight-
-32 teen, and the powers of said commission shall terminate
33 on that date. The total expense to be incurred under
34 this resolve shall not exceed the sum of ten thousand
35 dollars.






