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Commissioner's Column 

By Douglas P. Gillespie 
 
During these challenging times in state government, change is inevitable, and MDAR is 
not spared from these changes.  This month it is with regret that I announce that Richard 
Hubbard has left the department effective December 12th.  Rich has worked for MDAR 
for fifteen years and most recently served as Chief of the Land Use Bureau and manager 
of the APR program.  He was also Assistant Commissioner under former Commissioner 
Jay Healy.    

I think it is safe to say that Rich Hubbard has left his mark on MDAR and Massachusetts 
Agriculture, but particularly the APR program.  As we hover around 57,000 acres of 
protected APR farmland in Massachusetts, Rich personally negotiated the protection of at 
least half that acreage.  The Massachusetts program retains national prominence as the 
farmland protection program model.  We all wish Rich Hubbard success in his future 
endeavors!  As we go to press with this report, decisions on replacing Rich are not final, 
but we are committed to retaining the important stature and solid support for the APR 
program as we move forward. 

We are in the midst of meeting season for the many agricultural trade organizations 
throughout the state.  I hope that you attend those relative to your commodities or farm 
type; these are great opportunities to find out about programs, innovations or networking 
opportunities with your peers!  I hope to see you at these meetings. 

Best wishes to you and your family, employees and everyone who is part of the 
Massachusetts Agriculture family during this holiday season.  I have high hopes that 
2004 will be a banner year! 
 
Doug Gillespie 

[back to contents] 

 

CONSERVATION PARTNERS PROTECT FARMLAND TO HONOR 
JOHN OGONOWSKI 

DRACUT, Mass, November 17, 2003-Federal and state agricultural officials and the 
Dracut Land Trust have announced the permanent protection of 33 acres of farmland in 
Dracut as a living memorial to former American Airlines pilot John Ogonowski.  

At a ceremony at the Ogonowski family farm, federal, state and local officials and others 
paid tribute to Ogonwoski and his contributions to agriculture.  Ogonowski died on 
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September 11, 2001 when terrorists commandeered his plane and crashed it into the 
World Trade Center's North Tower.  Before his death, Ogonowski, a Dracut farmer, was 
a founder of the Dracut Land Trust, designed to save farmland in the town.  The parcel 
will be preserved in perpetuity through Massachusetts' Agricultural Preservation 
Restriction Program with funding from U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).  NRCS contributed funds toward this project 
through its Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program (FRPP). 

"We are not only preserving the land to John's memory, but preserving a piece of our 
rural and agricultural heritage," said R. Mack Gray, Deputy Under Secretary for Natural 
Resources and the Environment. "This is truly an impressive accomplishment by the 
Dracut Land Trust and the State of Massachusetts' Agricultural Preservation Restriction 
Program to make this happen. USDA is proud to have played such an important role 
through FRPP." 

FRPP, a voluntary program, helps landowners keep their land in agriculture. It provides 
matching funds to purchase conservation easements on prime agricultural land. 
Participating landowners agree not to convert their land to non-agricultural uses and to 
develop and implement conservation plans for any highly erodible land covered by an 
easement. 

Conservation easements only affect the development rights of the land; it does not affect 
ownership. Thus, participating landowners can sell their land, but all future owners are 
subject to the development restrictions of the easement. 

"I heard John say it many times: when you plant a building in a field, it's the last crop 
you'll ever grow there," recalled John's brother, James Ogonowski. 

Other speakers at the event include Congressman Marty Meehan; Massachusetts 
Lieutenant Governor Kerry Healey; Ellen Roy Herzfelder, Secretary of Environmental 
Affairs; Commissioner Douglas Gillespie, Massachusetts Department of Agricultural 
Resources; James Little, Administrator, Farm Service Agency, USDA; American Airlines 
representatives, George Malonis, President, Dracut Land Trust; Cecil Currin, State 
Conservationist, NRCS, MA. Aides of Senators Edward Kennedy and John Kerry were 
expected to attend. The Dracut High School Band provided the music.       

Ogonowski's agricultural accomplishments extended beyond farmland protection. He 
worked to preserve a tradition of opportunity for immigrant farmers through USDA Farm 
Service Agency's New Entry Sustainable Farming Project.  He supported these farmers 
who used his land to successfully grow, market and sell crops native to their home 
country. Ogonowski, the son of Polish immigrant farmers, made land available to about a 
dozen Cambodian immigrant families because he wanted to offer an opportunity to 
farmers from overseas who loved agriculture as much as he did.  



"Even when he was seven miles in the air, he was always a man of the earth," said 
Captain William Bronson, Chief Pilot for American Airlines in Boston, of John 
Ogonowski. 

During the event, USDA's Gray presented the Ogonowski family and the Dracut Land 
Trust with a "big check" for $690,000, the cost of the easement. 

Senator Kennedy and Congressman Meehan were instrumental in adding a provision in 
the 2002 Farm Bill that directed USDA to work with the Dracut Land Trust to preserve 
the land. 

For more information about the Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program or other 
NRCS conservation programs in Massachusetts, please visit www.ma.nrcs.usda.gov. 

[back to contents] 

 

Water Quality and Quantity Improvement Funding Available 

The application for the Agricultural Environmental Enhancement Program (AEEP) is 
now available.  All applications are due January 16, 2004.  

The purpose of this program is to assist farmers in Massachusetts to improve water 
quality and conservation measures on their farm.  (*Please note that the Program has 
expanded this year to include funding for water conservation practices as well as water 
quality improvement activities.) Funding is made available for installing best agricultural 
practices. Examples of installations include: pesticide storage shed, trickle irrigation, 
flumes and manure storage areas.   

This year $175,000 is available with a maximum of $15,000 per farm. New entry farmers 
(farmers with 0 to 10 years experience) are encouraged to apply. All projects must be 
completed by June 30, 2004.  For more information, or to get an application, visit 
www.state.ma.us/dfa/programs/aeep/index.htm. You can also get an application at your 
county USDA offices, the MA Farm Bureau office, or by calling the Coordinator, Susan 
Phinney at 617-626-1772. 

[back to contents] 

 

Proposals are now being accepted for Year 2004 grants to be awarded through the 
USDA Federal State Market Improvement Program (FSMIP) 

The deadline for proposal submissions to the Department of Agricultural Resources is 
Monday, January 26, 2004. 
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FSMIP grants are awarded to agricultural organizations for market development, market 
research, and marketing education projects. 

Massachusetts received two grants totaling  $93,100 this past year.  A $42,000 grant was 
given to the Cranberry Marketing Committee for a project entitled, "Toward Greater 
Cranberry Consumption: Evaluating Opportunities for the U.S. Cranberry Industry."  A 
grant in the amount of $51,100 has been awarded to the University of Massachusetts - 
Amherst, to market ethnic crops produced by Asian Immigrant Growers in 
Massachusetts. 

This USDA Federal grant program is administered through state departments of 
agriculture.  For more information and/ or a copy of guidelines, contact Mary Jordan at 
(617) or email Mary.Jordan@state.ma.us. 

[back to contents] 

 

Western Mass. Food Processing Center, Greenfield - Complete Solutions 
For Food Producers and Entrepreneurs  

Have you ever been told that your recipe is good enough to sell? Would you like to add 
value to your farm products?  That's the seed that grows into a successful food business at 
the Center. 

The Center can help you overcome the obstacles to commercial success and guide you 
through the process of bringing your recipe to market.  With the resources of the Center 
and the support of the Franklin County CDC behind your business, you can realize your 
dream of owning your own business. 

Arrange a visit to the Center and discuss your concept with the Program Manager.  Learn 
how the staff at the Center will work closely with you to help get your idea off the 
ground.  Tour the Center and envision your business growing and succeeding with our 
support. 

You will find a fully equipped modern production facility that meets federal, state, and 
local standards.  Equipment includes:  Fruit juicer, 40-gallon steam kettle, Hot-bottling 
automation, Proofing and convection ovens, Conventional oven and range, Pizza ovens, 
25-gallon tilting skillet, Large capacity mixers, choppers, shredders, Dry, cold and frozen 
storage, Shipping and receiving area with loading dock, 24 hour secure access, Vegetable 
wash and prep areas, Complete sanitation program and equipment, Shared office space 
and equipment. 

From start-up to market, the Center will work with you to provide every advantage as you 
launch or expand your business. Before you make your first commercial batch, you can 
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take advantage of our support in business planning, recipe development, scale-up and 
testing, referrals to labs for product testing, and preparation for license inspections. 

After your business is licensed and ready to make the first batch, we offer production 
assistance, marketing support, and networking with distribution channels.  These are just 
some of the ways that the Center will support your business. For more info., call Herb 
Heller:  413-774-7204 (EXT. 108) 

[back to contents] 

 

UMass Extension's - The Realities of Organic Lawn and Landscape Care 
Series 

Green industry professionals are expected to meet an increased demand for organic and 
low impact lawn and landscape care. The University of Massachusetts Extension's 
Landscape, Nursery, and Urban Forestry and Turf Programs are sponsoring an eight 
session series to provide landscapers, lawn care operators, and grounds managers with the 
knowledge needed to provide healthy, functional, and environmentally responsible lawns 
and landscapes. 

Green industry practitioners and their customers should know what to expect from an 
organic program: what works and what doesn't; what information is based on research 
and what is anecdotal; and what the long and short term impacts of an organic program 
may be. Each individual session will provide research-based, reliable information on 
plants, practices, and materials used in the care of functional turf and quality landscapes. 

Registrations are still available for the remaining sessions in this series. The cost is 
$90/person/session. For a registration form or more info about the rest of the series, go to 
www.umassgreeninfo.org or call us at 413-545-0895. 

The following workshops will be offered: 

January 21, 2004 - (Session 4): Current Trends in Insect, Disease and Weed Management 
in Woody Ornamentals. Location: Amherst, 9 am - 3 pm. Bob Childs, Dan Gillman, and 
Randy Prostak - UMass Extension. 

March 10, 2004 - (Session 5): Current Trends in TURF Insect and Disease Management. 

March 26, 2004 - (Session 6): Renovation and extablishment of Lawns and Other Turf 
Areas Weed Management in Turf. 

[back to contents] 
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DAR offers "Tilling the Soil of Opportunity: A NxLeveL Business 
Planning Course for Today's Agricultural Entrepreneurs" 

The Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources (MDAR) will offer the "Tilling 
the Soil of Opportunity: A NxLevel Business Planning Course for Today's Agricultural 
Entrepreneurs" at the Brigham Hill Community Farm, North Grafton *(near the 
intersection of Rte 122, Rte 146 and the Mass Pike - off exit 11).   The course will be 
held Thursday evenings from 6pm to 9pm from January 8th to March 18th.  

This 11- session course you will develop a business plan to help guide decision-making 
on your farm.  An experienced, nationally certified instructor will guide you through the 
topics of each session, joined by guest speakers drawn from local agricultural businesses 
and business service providers. You will also receive individualized counseling and have 
an opportunity to network with other farmers in the class. More that 200 Massachusetts 
farmers have taken this course, and many have noted the long-lasting benefit of the farm-
to-farm networking started in class. 

If you want to create a plan to improve your farm operations or grow your business, test 
the viability of adding a new enterprise or value-added product, investigate a new 
marketing approach, or plan for farm succession, this course is designed for you.  You 
may be farming full-time or part-time; you may be farming on land you own or land you 
rent; your business may be established or in the first few years of development.  At 
minimum, however, to benefit from this course you must have access to a specific piece 
of land and have identified your farm's core enterprises.   

The cost is $300 per farm and more than one person per farm will be welcomed at no 
additional charge if space allows.  

For more information or for an application, contact Rick Chandler at MDAR, 413-577-
0459, or email at rchandler@umext.umass.edu -  or Scott Davis, Regional Program 
Manager at 508-886-6668 or daisyacre@att.net. *Note - This course could potentially 
move to Athol. 

[back to contents] 

 

Worker Protection Standard “Train the Trainer” Workshop 

The Department of Agricultural Resources will be hosting a “Train the Trainer” 
Workshop on January 30, 2004 from 9-12 at the Best Western Royal Plaza Hotel & Trade 
Center, Marlborough. 

This workshop is directed specifically to individuals who will be training workers and 
handlers on farms, forests, nurseries, and greenhouses, regarding pesticide safety and the 
Worker Protection Standard requirements.  Topics to be discussed include the WPS 
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regulation, training materials, and effective ways to present the training material to 
workers and handlers. 

If you or anyone you know may be interested in attending this workshop, please contact 
Natalia Clifton, Pesticide Education Coordinator for UMass Extension at (413) 545-
1044.  Registration information will be provided to you.  Space is limited so don’t delay! 

This workshop is co-sponsored by the Massachusetts Department of Agricultural 
Resources and the University of Massachusetts Extension Program. 

[back to contents] 

 

17th Annual Winter Conference of the NOFA/Massachusetts chapter 
Scheduled for Saturday, January 24, 2004 

The 2004 Annual Winter Conference returns to Quabbin Regional High School in Barre, 
Massachusetts. The keynote speaker will be Percy Schmeiser, a farmer from Bruno, 
Saskatchewan, Canada whose canola fields were contaminated with Monsanto's Round-
Up Ready Canola. For more information about Percy’s case, visit: 
http://www.percyschmeiser.com. 

There will be a GE foods track offered throughout the conference, which is co-sponsored 
by the Center for Food Safety, the Council for Responsible Genetics and Community 
Involved in Sustaining Agriculture (CISA). 

Over 40 workshops will be offered covering a broad diversity of topics. For more 
information, contact Kate Harris, the NOFA/Mass Winter Conference coordinator at 
kate@earthlovers.org,(413) 586-5516 and visit the conference website at:  
www.nofamass.org/conferences  (online registration will be available). 

If you're interested in exhibiting or donating a raffle item, contact Dawn Pavone, Winter 
Conference Exhibit Coordinator pavonegang@NET1Plus.com, (978) 632-1554. 

[back to contents] 

 

"Making it Organic - a Seminar for Food Processors and Growers" 

There will be seminar entitled: "Making it Organic - a Seminar for Food Processors and 
Growers" to be held in the Greenfield area (exact location to be announced)Wednesday, 
February 11, 2004 from 9:30 AM to 4:30 PM.  
 
A panel of experts will outline the key steps to becoming a certified organic processor 
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and getting your products to market. Topics will include an overview of the organic 
movement, navigating through the National Organic Program, and marketing organic 
products. Presenters include industry experts and experienced small and medium sized 
processors providing insights into working with the new organic standards. 
 
Confirmed speakers include Holly Givens, Communications Director for the Organic 
Trade Assocation; Bob Burke, Principal, Natural Products Consulting Institute, expert in 
organic product marketing; Don Rosenberg, President, Real Pickles; Frank Carlson, 
Carlson Orchards, organic cidermaker; Don Franczyk, Certification Administrator and 
John Weaver, Purchasing Manager, Fairfield Farm Kitchens, makers of Organic Classics 
and Moosewood brand organic products. 
 
Sponsors include the Massachusetts Independent Certification (Baystate Organic 
Certifiers), Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources, Franklin County 
Community Development Corporation - Western Massachusetts Food Processing Center, 
Organic Trade Association, Northeast Institute of Food Technologists, Massachusetts 
Specialty Foods Association, and the Northeast Center for Food Entrepreneurship. 
 
For seminar information and registration, contact Don Franczyk 
dfranczyk@starpower.net (978-297-4171) or Bonita Oehlke 
bonita.oehlke@state.ma.us (617-626-1753). 

[back to contents] 

 

Food Allergens Seminar 

As a food producer or restaurateur you should be aware there are six to seven million 
people in the U.S. who suffer from serious food allergies, and the number is growing. 
Don't take the risk. Do everything possible to avoid allergens from contaminating your 
product or hiding on your restaurant menu.  
 
Take the first step towards protecting your customer and your business by attending this 
information-packed seminar: Food Allergens: Is Your Company Safe? January 26, 2004, 
5:30 - 7:30 p.m., Nuestra Culinary Ventures, Boston AND January 27, 2004, 5:30 - 7:30 
pm, Franklin County CDC, Greenfield. 
 
Sponsored by the Northeast Center for Food Entrepreneurship, Nuestra Culinary 
Ventures, Franklin County CDC, MA Department of Agricultural Resources and MA 
Specialty Foods Association. The program costs $15. For more information: 
bonita.oehlke@state.ma.us  

[back to contents] 
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New Hazardous Materials Transportation Security Requirements for 
Farmers 

Beginning September 25, 2003, agricultural producers who ship, or transport certain 
hazardous materials in quantities that require placards, must now develop and implement 
a transportation security plan.  

This new Federal Department of Transportation rule affects transportation of hazardous 
materials needed to support commercial activities like farming and ranching. Its aim is to 
deter terrorist and other illegal acts while at the same time limiting a producer's exposure 
to liability in the event that an illegal act occurs. 

For many years diamond-shaped signs, called placards, have been required on vehicles 
transporting certain types and quantities of hazardous materials. Placards provide first-
onscene emergency responders with the information necessary to quickly assess an 
accident situation from a distance, reducing the possibility of someone approaching the 
accident site without wearing protective clothing or equipment. Fire fighters, police, and 
other responders can thus avoid unnecessary exposure to a dangerous, perhaps life-
threatening, material. 

Placards indicate to emergency responders how to safely and appropriately handle the 
accident, mitigate the threat of environmental damage, and conduct life-saving 
operations. Examples of materials for which a placard is required include pesticides; 
fertilizers such as anhydrous ammonia or ammonium nitrate; fuels such as gasoline, 
diesel, and propane; and explosives such as dynamite and detonators.For further 
information, contact the HAZARDOUS MATERIALS INFORMATION CENTER at 1 
(800) HMR-4922. 

[back to contents] 

 

2003/2004 Massachusetts Agriculture Calendars Make Excellent Holiday 
Gifts 

The calendar, published by Massachusetts Agriculture in the Classroom, Inc, in 
cooperation with the Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources, features a 
winning photograph for each month as a result of a photo contest held earlier in the year. 
The winning photos portray local farms and products throughout the seasons. Photos of 
the calendar can be viewed at the website:www.state.ma.us/dfa/events/index.htm 
 
Calendars may be purchased for $10 each ($5 wholesale for orders over 5). Farm 
businesses open throughout the holidays are encouraged to offer them as holiday gifts, 
proceeds benefit Massachusetts Agriculture in the Classroom, a non-profit organization 
that works with teachers throughout the state in developing classroom materials. Send 
check payable to Massachusetts Agriculture in the Classroom with your name and 
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address to: Calendar, Massachusetts Agriculture in the Classroom, c/o Debi Hogan, PO 
Box 345, Seekonk, MA 02771, 508-336-4426.  

[back to contents] 

 

2004 UMass Garden Calendar Available Now! 

The theme for this year's UMass Garden Calendar focuses on Garden Questions and 
Answers. The calendar addresses specific garden questions that have been frequently 
asked of Extension staff over the years. Since 1914 when the Cooperative Extension 
Program first began, Extension Agents have been an educational resource to the 
agricultural and horticultural communities. For over 25 years, the UMass Garden 
Calendar has featured avariety of gardening subjects that has provided gardeners with 
information on how to select, grow, harvest, and enjoy trees, shrubs, flowers, vegetables 
and lawns with minimal pesticide usage.  
 
Each month, the calendar will feature a garden question and answer accompanied by 
beautiful color photos. As always, the UMass Extension Garden Calendar offers daily 
gardening tips such as when to plant peas, how to manage grubs, 2004 Flower Show 
dates, sunrise/sunset times, and phases of the moon as well as beautiful color photos and 
information on garden pests and management strategies.  
 
To order, send $11 payable to UMass, to UMass Extension Bookstore, Draper Hall, 40 
Campus Center Way, Amherst, MA 01003-9244. Bulk orders are available for orders of 
10 or more to one address: 10-50 copies ($7 each), more than 50 copies ($6 each), plus 
shipping and handling. For an order form or more information go to 
www.UMassGreenInfo.org or call (413) 545-0895. 

[back to contents] 

 

Request Free 2004 Green Directory 

Now available!  The 2004 Green Directory, compiled by UMass Extension, is a resource 
booklet for commercial horticulture professionals. It contains current listings of UMass 
Extension horticulture and agriculture educational programs and publications and 
information on how to contact UMass diagnostic labs, the  soil testing lab, Extension 
educators, and web sites.  Pesticide license core training and exam dates are listed also. 
 
To receive a copy, send us your mailing address: email greeninfo@umext.umass.edu; fax 
request at 413-577-1620; or call 413-545-0895. 

[back to contents] 
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NEWS FROM USDA 

$28.7 MILLION IN USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT GRANTS - MASSACHUSETTS AWARDED 
$1,027,953 TO FOUR PROJECTS 

Dec. 11, 2003, Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman announced the approval of 184 
value-added agricultural product market development grants in 40 states, totaling over 
$28.7 million. The grants will foster the development of new products and markets for 
agriculturally based products. 

The grants will foster the development of value-added projects to help create the 
opportunity for economic development and job creation in rural areas," said Veneman. 
"The Bush Administration is committed to providing the necessary tools to help rural 
businesses create jobs and improve the quality of life for their communities." 

Authorized as part of the 2002 Farm Bill, the Value-Added Agricultural Product Market 
Development Grants program provides an opportunity to refine agricultural commodities 
and products to increase their value in the marketplace. Applications selected for funding 
range from Planters Cotton Oil Mill, Inc. in Arkansas who will receive $497,000 to 
develop a feasibility analysis and business plan for marketing and manufacturing of an 
oilseed processing products (neutralized dried soap stock), to Massachusetts Woodlands 
Cooperative, LLC who has been selected to receive $499,253 to expand markets that 
focus on forest stewardship, green certified materials and other value-added forest 
products.  

USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support 
increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents. As a 
venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to 
finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical 
community and technology infrastructure. Further information on rural programs is 
available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA's web site at 
www.rurdev.usda.gov. 

The four Massachusetts projects include: 

Massachusetts New England Livestock Alliance - $250,000. NELA's mission is to 
revitalize farming in the Northeast by enabling farmers to produce livestock profitably for 
the market seeking healthy meat. 

Massachusetts Heirloom Organic Cranberry - $30,450. To develop a marketing and 
business plan for an expansion Association of HOCA's membership, sales and products.  

http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/


Massachusetts United Cooperative Farmers, Inc. - $248,250. The mission of UCF is to 
establish a highly efficient and competitive state-of-the-art certified organic feed mill in 
Fitchburg. 

Massachusetts Woodlands - $499,253. To expand niche markets for the Massachusetts 
Woodlands Cooperative, LLC cooperative that focus on forest stewardship, green 
certified materials and other value-added forest products. 
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USDA ISSUES PROPOSED RULE FOR MANDATORY COUNTRY OF ORIGIN 
LABELING 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture has issued the proposed rule for the mandatory 
country of origin labeling program as required by the 2002 Farm Bill. 

Under the proposed rule, muscle cuts of beef (including veal), lamb and pork; ground 
beef, ground lamb and ground pork; farm-raised fish and shellfish; wild fish and 
shellfish; perishable agricultural commodities (fresh and frozen fruit and vegetables); and 
peanuts must be labeled at retail to indicate their country of origin. In addition, the notice 
of country of origin for fish and shellfish must include and distinguish between wild and 
farm-raised fish and shellfish, as required by the legislation. 

Covered commodities are excluded from mandatory country of origin labeling if they are 
an ingredient in a processed food item. Examples of covered commodities excluded 
under this provision of the proposed rule would be bacon, orange juice, mixed nuts and 
fruit/vegetable party trays. 

Food service establishments, such as restaurants, lunchrooms, cafeterias, food stands, 
bars, lounges and similar enterprises are exempt from the mandatory country of origin 
labeling requirements. 

Under the proposed rule, a covered commodity can only bear a "United States country of 
origin" declaration if certain criteria are met. 

· For beef, the covered commodity must be derived exclusively from animals born, raised 
and slaughtered in the United States, including animals that were born and raised in 
Alaska or Hawaii and transported for a period not to exceed 60 days through Canada to 
the United States and slaughtered in the United States. 

· For lamb and pork, the covered commodity must be derived exclusively from an animal 
that was born, raised and slaughtered in the United States. 

http://www.mass.gov/agr/news/fmr/2003/fmr_03_12.htm#contents


· Farm-raised fish and shellfish covered commodities must be derived exclusively from 
fish or shellfish hatched, raised, harvested and processed in the United States. 

· Covered commodities for wild fish and shellfish must be derived from fish or shellfish 
harvested in the waters of the United States or by a U.S. flagged vessel and processed in 
the United States or aboard a U.S. flagged vessel. 

 · In the case of perishable agricultural commodities and peanuts, the covered 
commodities must be derived exclusively from produce or peanuts grown in the United 
States. 

The proposed rule also outlines the requirements for labeling products of mixed origin 
including products produced both in foreign markets and in the United States as well as 
labeling requirements for blended products. Additionally, record keeping requirements 
for retailers and their suppliers are outlined. 

The full text of the proposed rule is published in the Oct. 30 Federal Register. Comments 
may be sent via e-mail to: cool@usda.gov or sent regular mail to: Country of Origin 
Labeling Program; USDA Agricultural Marketing Service; 1400 Independence Ave., SW 
Stop 0249; Washington, D.C. 20250-0249, no later than Dec. 29, 2003. Copies of the 
proposed rule and additional information can be found at: www.ams.usda.gov/COOL. 
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USDA ANNOUNCES PAYMENTS FOR LIVESTOCK ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
BEGIN DECEMBER 18th 

WASHINGTON, Dec. 18, 2003   Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman announced 
that $103 million in payments for the Livestock Assistance Program (LAP) begins 
today. "This program will provide relief to livestock producers who suffered grazing 
losses in 2001 or 2002 due to drought, severe weather and related causes," said Veneman. 

This program was authorized by the Agricultural Assistance Act of 2003 (2003 Act) and 
funds were available to livestock producers for grazing losses that occurred in either 2001 
or 2002.  Sign-up for LAP began Aug. 6, 2003, and ended Nov. 21, 2003. Total value of 
all applications was $103 million.  Under LAP, a producer's grazing land must be located 
in a county that was declared a primary disaster area under a Presidential or Secretarial 
declaration.  The county must have been approved after Jan. 1, 2001, and a designation 
requested no later than Feb. 20, 2003, and subsequently approved.  

LAP is a grazing loss program.  Payments are provided on a per head basis of eligible 
livestock, including beef and dairy cattle, buffalo, beefalo, sheep, goats, swine and certain 
equine animals.  During 2001 or 2002, a livestock producer must have suffered a 40 
percent or greater loss of grazing production for three or more consecutive months due to 

mailto:cool@usda.gov
http://www.ams.usda.gov/COOL
http://www.mass.gov/agr/news/fmr/2003/fmr_03_12.htm#contents


drought, hot weather, disease, insect infestation, flood, fire, hurricane, earthquake, severe 
storm or other natural disasters. 

The 2003 Act required that an adjusted gross income limitation of $2.5 million apply. 
LAP payments to a producer have been reduced by the amount of assistance received by 
that producer under previous Livestock Compensation Programs (LCP-I, LCP-II) and the 
2002 Cattle Feed Program.  A $40,000 payment limitation also applies to LAP assistance. 

USDA has developed a Web site that provides producers with one convenient location 
for details on new and existing disaster assistance. The Web site can be accessed at 
http://disaster.usda.gov/ 
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IN EVERY ISSUE 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

 For Sale: Nigerian Dwarf Dairy Goats.  Taking reservations for 2004 kids. We 
have 25+ years practical goat experience. Healthy, friendly, milking/show, 
quality. www.oldmountainfarm.com  email olmtfarm@gwi.net, 207-361-2126.  

 For Sale: Manure Spreader - New Holland 329, good working condition, $2,000.  
Contact 978-537-8640, Leominster.  

 Wanted: Closeable, stackable, plastic harvest bins. Call Andrew @ 978-836-8687.  

How to Place a Classified Ad 

Classified ads are accepted free-of charge on a first-come basis. Limit: 25 words. Be sure to 
include a phone number. No display ads will be accepted. Only one ad per business/individual 
per issue, unless space permits. Ads may run in consecutive issues, space permitting. Ads must 
be of interest to Massachusetts farmers. The Mass. Dept. of Agricultural Resources reserves the 
right to refuse any listing it deems inappropriate for publication. 

E-mail, fax or mail ads to: Farm & Market Report, Mass. Dept. of Agricultural Resources, 251 
Causeway Street, Suite 500, Boston, MA 02114, 617-626-1750 fax: 617-626-1850, e-mail: 
Mary.Jordan@state.ma.us 
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CALENDAR 
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 January 2 - New England Vegetable and Berry Growers Assoc. 561st, All Day 
Meeting. 450 Memorial Drive, Chicopee. Exit 5 off Mass. Pike. Reservations at 
508-378-2546.  

 January 13, 2004 - Greenhouse seminar - Pesticide & Growth Regulator 
Applications in Greenhouses: Equipment, personal protection equipment and 
worker protection standards. Pesticide recertification credit available. 10 AM to 3 
PM at the UMass Extension Center, Waltham. Registration fee, $50. For more 
info. contact, UMass Ext. Floriculture Program: Tina Smith 413-545-5306, or 
Paul Lopes 508-295-2212, or at: www.umass.edu/umext/floriculture  

 Jan. 16-18 and Feb. 13-15, 2004 - Winter Conference Series on Food & 
Farming. A two weekend symposium of lectures, exhibits, networking and panel 
discussions presented by experts in various aspects of food, farming and nutrition. 
Speakers include Sally Fallon, Donald Bixby, Chef John Umlauf, Joan Dye 
Gussow, Elliot Coleman and Jole Salatin. At The Plimoth Plantation, Plymouth 
MA. Info: Weston A. Price Foundation, 781-740-2722  

 Jan. 21-23 and 26-27 - 3rd Annual Course in Organic Land Care. A 5 day 
professional course offered in Worcester. This 30 hour course for professionals 
will provide the education needed for an understanding of organic land care 
design and maintenance. Learn how to design and maintain ecological landscapes. 
Be one of the first in the country to become accredited in organic land care. Info: 
Marilyn Castriotta, NOFA/Mass Organic Land Care Program Coordinator, 617-
576-0810 or castriotta@aol.com, 
www.organiclandcare.net/calendar/2003MACourse.php  

 Januray 24 - The 3rd Annual Growing Minds through Massachusetts 
Agriculture Conference. 9am to 3:30pm. The EcoTarium,  Worcester. 
Conference offers educational and networking resources that can facilitate and 
enhance pre K through 12 classroom learning for students and teachers alike. For 
more info., Debi Hogan at Mass. Agriculture in the Classroom, 
dchogan@sprynet.com  

 January 24, 2004 - 17th Annual Winter Conference. Northeast Organic 
Farming Association /Mass. chapter, Quabbin Regional High School, Barre, 
MA. Keynote speaker: Percy Schmeiser, a Canadian farmer whose canola fields 
were contaminated with Monsanto's Round-Up Ready Canola. For more info. 
contact Kate Harris, at kate@earthlovers.org or (413) 586-5516. 
www.nofamass.org/conferences/index.php.  

 January 26th - "Food Allergens: Is Your Company Safe?" Seminar to be held 
at the Nuestra Culinary Ventures, Boston from 5:30 PM to 7:30 PM. For more 
information, contact Bonita Oehlke at (617) 626-1753 or email: 
bonita.oehlke@state.ma.us  

 January 27th - "Food Allergens: Is Your Company Safe?" Seminar to be held 
at the Franklin County CDC, Greenfield. For more information, contact Bonita 
Oehlke at (617) 626-1753 or email: bonita.oehlke@state.ma.us  

 January 30 - “Train the Trainer” Workshop. The Dept. of Agricultural 
Resources will host from 9am-12pm at the Best Western Royal Plaza Hotel & 
Trade Center, Marlborough. For more info., contact Natalia Clifton, Pesticide 
Education Coordinator for UMass Extension at (413) 545-1044.   

http://www.umass.edu/umext/floriculture
mailto:castriotta@aol.com
http://www.organiclandcare.net/calendar/2003MACourse.php
mailto:dchogan@sprynet.com
mailto:kate@earthlovers.org
http://www.nofamass.org/conferences/index.php
mailto:bonita.oehlke@state.ma.us
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 Feb. 29 - March 2, 2004. National Campaign for Sustainable Agriculture's 
Annual Meeting. Network with grassroots, state, regional and national leaders. 
Hone skills for influencing public policy. Be inspired and have fun! Info: 
www.sustainableagriculture.net/.  
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About the Farm & Market Report 

Published monthly by: 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Mitt Romney, Governor 
Executive Office of Environmental Affairs, Ellen Roy Herzfelder, Secretary 
Department of Agricultural Resources, Douglas P. Gillespie, Commissioner 
251 Causeway Street, Suite 500, Boston, MA 02114 
617-626-1700, fax 617-626-1850 
www.Mass.gov/AGR 

 Kent Lage, Assistant Commissioner and Chief of Staff, Kent.Lage@state.ma.us 
 Mary Jordan, Director of Agricultural Development, Mary.Jordan@state.ma.us 
 Dr. David Sherman, Director of Animal Health, Bio-Secirity & Dairy Services, 

David.Sherman@state.ma.us 
 Brad Mitchell, Director of Regulatory & Consumer Services, Brad.Mitchell@state.ma.us 
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