
HOUSE No. 1285

Bill accompanying the petition of the Committee on Legislative
Affairs of the Cambridge Board of Trade relative to the appointment
of election officers in said city. Election Laws. January 18.

AN ACT
In relation to the Appointment of Election Officers in the

City of Cambridge.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section two hundred and twenty-six of
2 chapter eight hundred and thirty-five of the acts of the
3 year nineteen hundred and thirteen is hereby amended by
4 striking out said section and inserting in place thereof the
5 following: Annually, during the month of August, the
6 city clerk of every city except Boston, and in Boston the
7 election commissioners, shall appoint as election officers
8 for each voting precinct, one warden, one clerk and four
9 inspectors, who shall at the time of their appointment be

10 qualified voters in the ward of which such precinct forms
11a part. In like manner two additional inspectors may be
12 appointed. Such appointments shall he open to public
13 inspection.

Ct)e Commcmtocaltl) of Qiassadjusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventeen.
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1 Section 2. Section two hundred and twenty-eight of
2 chapter eight hundred and thirty-five of the acts of the
3 year nineteen hundred and thirteen is hereby amended by
4 striking out the words “In each case the principal officer
5 and his deputy shall be of the same political party”, in
6 the eighth and ninth lines thereof, also by striking out the
7 words “mayor with the approval of the aldermen”, in
8 the thirteenth and fourteenth lines thereof, and inserting
9in place thereof the words: city clerk. As amended

10 said section will read as follows: Section 228. Such
11 election officers shall be so appointed as equally to repre-
-12 sent the two leading political parties, except that, with-
-13 out disturbing the equal representation of such parties,
14 not more than two of such election officers not represent-
-15 ing either of them may be appointed. The warden shall
16 be of a different political party from the clerk, and not
17 more than one half of the inspectors shall be of the same
18 political party. Every election officer shall hold office for
19 one year, beginning with the fifteenth day of September
20 succeeding his appointment, and until his successor is
21 appointed and qualified, or until his removal. An election
22 officer may be removed by the city clerk, or by the select-
23 men, in Boston by the election commissioners, after a
24 hearing, upon written charge of incompetence or official
25 misconduct preferred by the city or town clerk, in Boston
26 by the election commissioners, or by not less than six
27 voters of the ward, or, in a town, of the voting precinct
28 in which the officer is appointed to act.

1 Section 3. Section two hundred and twenty-nine of
2 chapter eight hundred and thirty-five of the acts of the
3 year nineteen hundred and thirteen is hereby amended by
4 inserting after the word “commissioners”, on the first
5 line thereof, the words: ■— and in other cities the city
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6 clerk. As amended said section will read as follows:
7 Section 229. In Boston, the election commissioners, and
8 in other cities the city clerk, may upon the day of any
9 election therein, forthwith remove any election officer

10 found to be incompetent or so conducting himself as to
11 prejudice the public interest, and appoint some other
J
12 person of the same political party in his place; and the
13 officer so removed shall receive no compensation for
14 services rendered on such day, and shall be disqualified
15 for appointment as an election officer for one year there-
-16 after.

1 Section 4. Section two hundred and thirty of chapter
2 eight hundred and thirty-five of the acts of the year nine-
-3 teen hundred and thirteen is hereby amended by striking
4 out the words “mayor, with the approval of the alder-
-5 men”, in the ninth line, and inserting in place thereof the
6 words: city clerk; also by striking out the words
7 “Appointments to fill vacancies may be acted upon
8 immediately by the board of aldermen”, in the twelfth
9 and thirteenth lines. As amended said section will read

10 as follows: Section 230. If a vacancy in the number of
11 election officers occurs before the twentieth day of
12 September in any year, or, in a city, after the annual
13 state election and one week at least before the annual city
14 election, or if an election officer declines his appointment
15 and gives notice thereof to the city or town clerk, or in
16 Boston to the election commissioners, before the twentieth
17 day of September, or, if at a special election the office of
18 an election officer is vacant, the city clerk, or the select-
-19 men, shall fill the vacancy; and the appointment shall be
20 so made as to preserve the equal representation of the
21 two leading political parties. In Boston such vacancies
22 shall be filled by the election commissioners.
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1 Section 5. Section two hundred and thirty-one of
2 chapter eight hundred and thirty-five of the acts of the
3 year nineteen hundred and thirteen is hereby amended by
4 striking out the word “mayor”, in the sixth and ninth
5 lines, and inserting in place thereof the words: city
6 clerk. As amended said section will read as follows:
7 Section 231. No person shall, at a state, city or town
8 election, be eligible or act as an election officer in a voting
9 precinct in which he is a candidate for election; and if a

10 person who has been appointed an election officer becomes
11 a candidate, and does not forthwith resign his office, the
12 city clerk or selectmen, in Boston the election commis-
-13 sioners, shall, if he is a candidate at a state election,
14 remove him from office before the first day of November,
15 or, if he is a candidate at a city election, the city clerk,
16 in Boston the election commissioners, shall so remove
17 him at least eight days before the day of the election, or
18 if he is a candidate at a town election the selectmen shall
19 remove him before the election.

1 Section 6. Section two hundred and thirty-two of
2 chapter eight hundred and thirty-five of the acts of the
3 year nineteen hundred and thirteen is hereby amended
4 by striking out the same and inserting in place thereof
5 the following: If a warden, clerk or an inspector shall
6 be absent at the opening of the polls or subsequently on
7 the day of the election, the voters of the precinct on
8 nomination and by hand vote shall fill the vacancy and
9 the officers so elected shall act during the remainder of

10 the election.

1 Section 7. Section two hundred and thirty-six of
2 chapter eight hundred and thirty-five of the acts of the
3 year nineteen hundred and thirteen is hereby amended by
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4 striking out the words “a justice of the peace”, in the
5 third line, and by inserting in place thereof the words:
6 assistant city clerk. As amended said section will read as
7 follows: Section 236. Every election officer before
8 entering upon the performance of his official duties shall
9 be sworn before the city or town clerk, assistant city

10 clerk, or the presiding officer or clerk at the polls, and a
11 record thereof shall be made. In Boston, the oath, except
12 in case of vacancies filled at the polls, shall be taken
13 before an election commissioner and record thereof made.

1 Section 8. Section two hundred and thirty-eight of
2 chapter eight hundred and thirty-five of the acts of the
3 year nineteen hundred and thirteen is hereby amended by
4 striking out the words “but no deputy officer shall re-
-5 ceive compensation except for attendance at the opening
6 of the polls or for services in place of an absent officer.”
7 As amended said section will read as follows: Section
8 238. Election officers shall receive such compensation for
9 each day’s actual service as the city council or the select-

10 men respectively may determine.

1 Section 9. Applicants for positions as election officers
2 shall apply for registration at the civil service labor
3 office in the city where they are registered voters and if
4 there be no such office application shall be made at such
5 office other than that of the city clerk as may be de-
-6 termined by the civil service commissioners of the com-
-7 monwealth.

1 Section 10. The civil service commissioners shall
2 from time to time prepare rules regulating the selection
3 of persons to be appointed as election officers, and alter-
-4 ing, rescinding, amending or adding to said rules. Said
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5 rules shall not be inconsistent with the law, may be of
6 general or limited application and shall include provisions
7 for the filling of vacancies in and the selection of persons
8 for appointment as election officers in the order of ap-
-9 plication or otherwise.

1 Section 11. Every applicant shall state under oath
2 the full name, voting residence and post office address,
3 citizenship, age, place of birth, previous employment in
4 the public service as election officer, business or employ-
-5 ment and education of the applicant, together with a
6 statement of affiliation with either of the two leading
7 political parties.

1 Section 12. Every applicant shall be required to
2 submit written answers to questions on the conduct of
3 elections and duties of election officers, such questions to
4 be prepared by the civil service commissioners, the exami-
-5 nation to be conducted and the results determined under
6 their direction and control, and a record to be made
7 thereof.

1 Section 13. No applicant shall remain eligible more
2 than two years from the date of his registration except
3 upon personal application for a renewal. Every applicant
4 shall be registered in the order of his application, and
5 preference in appointments shall be given to persons
6 having previous experience as election officers.

1 Section 14. The provisions of this act shall apply
2 only to the city of Cambridge.

1 Section 15. This act shall take effect on its passage.
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