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Bill accompanying the petition of Daniel W. Beard relative to secur-
ing preservation of testimony taken in the trial of causes. Joint Judici-
ary. January 18.

AN ACT
Relative to the Duties of Official Stenographers.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section eighty-five of chapter one hundred
2 and sixty-five of the Revised Laws, is hereby amended
3 by striking out said section and substituting in place
4 thereof the following: Section 85. Stenographers shall"
5 attend the sessions of the courts for which they are
6 appointed, and those who are appointed for jury sessions
7 of the superior court for civil business in the county of
8 Suffolk shall, when directed by the justice presiding in
9 such session, serve in any other of said sessions as the

10 necessities of the service may require. Said stenog-
-11 raphers, unless excused therefrom by the presiding justice,
12 stenographers for criminal business in the county of
13 Suffolk, upon the request of the presiding justice, the
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14 district attorney or the defendant, stenographers for civil
15 business in counties except Suffolk and stenographers
16 appointed under the provisions of sections eighty-two
17 and eighty-three shall take stenographic notes of all the
18 evidence given at each trial in their respective courts
19 and of the rulings and charge of the presiding justice,
20 and, when requested by him, shall read from such notes
21 in open court any. portion of the testimony so taken and,
22 upon request, shall provide him with a transcript of such
23 notes, fully written out, of such part of said testimony,
24 rulings or charge as may be desired, and, upon request,
25 shall within a reasonable time furnish to either party a
26 like transcript, upon payment by the party requesting it
27 of ten cents a hundred words for each copy so furnished.
28 If the transcript is furnished at the request of the pre-
-29 siding justice, the stenographer shall be paid therefor at
30 the same rate by the county, upon a voucher approved
31 by the justice, and, in criminal cases in the county of
32 Suffolk, such expense and the expense of transcripts
33 furnished to the district attorney shall be taxed like
34 other expenses. The stenographer appointed for the
35 criminal session of the superior court for the county of
36 Suffolk, when not employed in said court, shall perform
37 such services as stenographer as may be required by the
38 district attorney, and shall receive the same compensa-
-39 tion for transcripts as is hereinbefore provided. In the
40 trial of any cause hereinbefore provided for, where an
41 official stenographer may be employed, the presiding
42 justice shall, upon the request of any person or his
43 attorney who is a party to litigation being tried, if made
44 within ten days of the close of said trial, cause such
45 testimony or parts of said testimony taken at said trial,
46 to be written out, as he in his discretion may deem
47 advisable or necessary to serve the cause of justice or
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48 preserve the interests of the parties. Said stenographers
49 shall receive such compensation for writing out said testi-
-50 mony as shall be determined by the presiding justice,
51 not exceeding ten cents a hundred words for such testi-
-52 mony so written out, and be paid for by the county
53 within which said testimony was taken. Said evidence
54 so written out shall be placed in the custody of the clerk
55 of said county and be preserved by him among the
56 other public records.

1 Section 2. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent
2 with this are hereby repealed.
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