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Bill accompanying the petition of E. Leroy Sweetser and another
relative to the removal, suspension and transfer of officers of the State
Prison, the Reformatory for Women and the Massachusetts Reforma-
tory. Public Service. January 18.

AN ACT
Relative to the Removal, Suspension or Transfer of Officers

of the State Prison, Reformatory for Women, and the
Massachusetts Reformatory.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Every person duly appointed an officer or
2 employee of the state prison, of the reformatory for
3 women, and of the Massachusetts reformatory, shall hold
4 such office or employment in accordance with the terms
5 of their respective appointments, and shall not be re-
-6 moved, suspended, lowered in rank or compensation, or,
7 without their consent, transferred from such office or
8 employment to any other, except for just cause and for
9 reasons specifically given in writing.
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1 Section 2. An officer or employee sought to be re-
-2 moved, suspended, lowered in rank or compensation, or
3 transferred, shall be notified of the proposed action, and
4 shall be furnished with a copy of the reasons required to
5 be given in section one, and shall, if he so requests in
6-writing, be given a public hearing before the director of
7 the Massachusetts bureau of prisons, and be allowed to
8 answer the charges preferred against him, either person-
-9 ally or by counsel. The director of the Massachusetts

10 bureau of prisons, after hearing the officer preferring the
11 charges and the officer or employee against whom the
12 charges have been preferred, together with such witnesses
13 as either of the parties may produce, shall determine
14 whether or not the reasons for such proposed removal,
15 suspension, lowering in rank or compensation, or trans-
-16 fer, are just and sufficient, and shall certify his finding
17 to the warden of the state prison, the superintendent of
18 the reformatory prison for women, or the superintendent
19 of the Massachusetts reformatory, as the case may be,
20 who shall, if the reasons given have been sustained by
21 said finding, forthwith remove from office or employment,
22 suspend, lower in rank or compensation, or transfer the
23 officer or employee in question. A copy of the reasons,
24 notice, answer, finding, and order of removal, suspension,
25 lowering in rank or compensation, or transfer, shall, in
26 each case, be made a matter of public record: provided,
27 however, that nothing contained in this act shall be con-
-28 strued to prevent temporary suspension for a period not
29 exceeding thirty days, made without compliance with the
30 provisions of this act and pending further action under
31 this act.

1 Section 3. Every person removed or suspended from
2 office or employment, lowered in rank or compensation,
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3 or, without his consent, transferred from such office or
4 employment to any other, in accordance with the pro-
-5 visions of sections one and two of this act, who deem
6 themselves to be aggrieved by the finding of the director
7 of the Massachusetts bureau of prisons, may, within
8 thirty days after the receipt of notice of said finding,
9 bring a petition in the police, district or municipal court

10 within the judicial district where such person resides, ad-
-11 dressed to the justice of said court, and praying that the
12 finding of the director of the Massachusetts bureau of
13 prisons, and the action of the warden or superintendent
14 in removing, suspending, lowering in rank or compensa-
-15 tion, or transferring such person, may be reviewed by the
16 court, and after such notice to all parties to the case as
17 the court may think necessary, it shall review the finding
18 and action previously made and taken, and may hear any
19 witnesses, and shall affirm said finding and action unless
20 it shall appear that the same were made and taken upon
21 misapprehension of the facts, or without proper and
22 sufficient cause, or in bad faith, in any of which cases
23 said finding and action shall be reversed, and the peti-
-24 tioner reinstated in his office or employment. The deci-
-25 sion of the justice of said police, district or municipal
26 court shall be final and conclusive upon the parties.

1 Section 4. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent
2 herewith are hereby repealed.

1 Section 5. This act shall take effect upon its passage.




