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Commissioner's Column 

A NEW ERA FOR U.S. ANIMAL AGRICULTURE 

By Douglas P. Gillespie, Commissioner 

I've been fortunate to be involved in livestock and poultry production for my entire life, 
growing up on a farm with a flock of sheep raised for meat and seedstock sales. I also 
kept fancy pigeons as a 4-H project, and kept a few bantams as well. My career after 
college took me to the Midwest, where I maintained a large purebred sheep flock, and 
covered the nation for a livestock publication. As our farm operation in Massachusetts 
has moved into agricultural education and entertainment, our livestock has expanded to 
include horses, goats, llamas and alpacas, while my wife's family runs a commercial cow-
calf ranching operation in Central Texas. So I feel I can speak from the heart about 
animal agriculture. 
 
It truly is a new era for animal agriculture in the United States. Our domestic poultry 
industry faces the imminent threat from the H5N1 strain of avian influenza(AI), 
spreading across the globe. While much of the news coverage has concerned the 
possibility of this strain of bird flu jumping to human-human infections, the very real 
threat exists to our poultry industry. In Europe and Asia, poultry sales are way down, as 
consumers demonstrate concern for human health. We know that consumption of 
properly cooked poultry is safe, but that doesn't lessen the discomfort. Just like the BSE 
scare in beef, AI has the potential for tremendous economic hardship for agriculture if 
consumers lose confidence in their food supply. 
 
Likewise, as bird flu spreads into the US, we can expect residents to become concerned 
about neighboring farms keeping poultry, or hobbyists with birds in their backyards. 
Tolerance for outdoor poultry will become zero, as folks worry about human health risks. 
AI testing is being substantially ramped up in Massachusetts, but the possibility of 
limiting movement of poultry, encouraging growers to keep birds indoors, and steps to 
discourage migratory waterfowl from landing at poultry sites are all likely. Vaccinations 
may become essential. Live bird markets may be severely restricted, because many cases 
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of disease transmission between flocks can be traced to these markets. This is a serious 
matter, and poultry producers and hobbyists need to recognize this seriousness! We 
simply cannot live in the past, swapping untested birds, or co-mingling domestic birds 
with wild populations. 
 
For the entire animal agriculture sector, including poultry, National Animal ID(NAID) is 
going to be a huge challenge! The first step is currently underway in Massachusetts 
through Premise Registration. We've had great success in integrating the records of 
municipal animal inspectors (who complete the annual animal census, and submit these 
records to DAR) into a database for premise registration. While you may not know your 
premise ID number yet, if you were visited by your animal inspector, you should be in 
our database. We've been adding other related premises, such as veterinary hospitals, 
fairgrounds and auction facilities to complete the premises involved in animal agriculture 
in Massachusetts. For more information, you may contact Patricia Cabral at 
Patricia.Cabral@state.ma.us.  
E
identification and tracking of movement. This will be phased in over several years, and 
my guess is that it will be heavily subsidized by the federal government. Many question 
the value of tracking movement of livestock, but the recent positive BSE cow in Alabama 
demonstrates the need. That 11 year old cow has been traced through at least 32 premises 
during her lifetime, and so determining other stock she had contact with, or was fed with 
during the times bone meal was still a feed ingredient, is essential. It can only be done 
efficiently through a good tracking system. 
 
S
family and processed on-site. Our understanding from USDA is that those individuals
will likely be exempt from NAID, but any animal that moves off the homestead, or 
comes in contact with other livestock, really needs to be tracked! The effort is huge,
expensive, but think of the devastating effects if consumers stop buying meat products, or
lose confidence in animal health protocols. The US sheep industry already has a limited 
version of animal ID through scapie identification, although tracking is not currently a 
component. It is, however, a doable practice! It simply is not worth the risk for 
agriculture to lose markets.  
 
I 
Patty Judge of Iowa being the other) to sit on the Food and Agriculture Sector 
Government Coordinating Council for the U.S. Department of Homeland Secur
is being discussed about the vulnerability of our food supply, and protection measures are 
being looked at from farm to fork. In a state like Massachusetts, where we encourage 
direct marketing, agri-tourism and other consumer/farm interaction, it will be a challen
to adequately protect food production without disrupting those essential marketing 
components! It is my hope that we can help develop reasonable protective measures
will not disrupt our success. However I think we all need to fully recognize our 
vulnerability, and the increased likelihood that the food system will eventually b
attacked. 
 

ventually, the nation will move into the challenges of implementing individual animal 

ome livestock never leave the farm, if they are grown for consumption by the farm 
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have the honor of being one of two state agricultural officials (Secretary of Agriculture 

ity. Much 

ge 

 that 

e 

mailto:Patricia.Cabral@state.ma.us


In
opportunities and greater consumer support. People really do want to know where th
food comes from, and are comforted when it is produced locally. We must use those 
desires to further strengthen Massachusetts Agriculture; something we at the Departm
of Agricultural Resources consider our challenge on a daily basis! 

 the meantime, Massachusetts farmers continue to experience broadening market 
eir 

ent 
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May 3rd - Agriculture Day at the State House 

The Annual “Massachusetts Agriculture Day at the State House will be held this year on 

es 

his annual event will include a Farmer Orientation on Agricultural issues at 10:00 AM 

 

be 

eive 
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Wednesday, May 3rd on the second floor of the State House. Each year, many farmers 
and producers as well as agricultural officials visit their State Legislators to discuss issu
and legislation affecting their farms and communities.  
 
T
in the Great Hall, a speaking program at 11:15 AM in front of the Grand Staircase and a 
“Taste of Massachusetts” Reception to begin at 11:45 AM in the Great Hall. Farmers and
Producers are encouraged to make appointments with their respective State Legislator 
between 9:30 AM to 11:00 AM. Registration will begin at 9:30 AM outside the Great 
Hall. The Massachusetts 4-H organization and the Massachusetts Chapter of FFA will 
represented by member youth from across the State. The Annual ‘Agriculture Day’ 
awards will be presented during the speaking program. Each State Legislator will rec
an official ‘Agriculture Day’ coffee mug filled with a beautiful Massachusetts grown 
Geranium plant. For more information on this event, contact the Massachusetts Farm 
Bureau Office at (508) 881-4766. 

 

 

Farm Viability Program Applications Now Available 

The Farm Viability Enhancement Program is designed to assist farmers in improving the 

ations.  

dministered by the Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources, the program 
 

e 

ded in 

economic bottom line and environmental integrity of their operations through the 
development and implementation of business plans tailored to individual farm situ
 
A
has three phases: In Phase I, a farmer will work with a planning team to develop a plan to
increase on farm income and preserve the farm’s environmental resources. In Phase II, 
awards of $20,000 up to $60,000 may be available to a farmer to implement his or her 
plan in exchange for completing selected elements of the plan and agreeing to restrict th
use of the farm to only agricultural uses by signing a five or ten year Agricultural 
Covenant. Phase III is a reporting phase after completion of the changes recommen



the plan. 
 
A
eligible to apply but greater acreage is more competitive in the farm selection proces
Cranberry farms, that in the past were able to apply to the Cranberry Viability Program
will now apply to the Farm Viability Enhancement Program. Farms that have previously 
participated in the Farm Viability Enhancement Program are eligible to apply for renewal
if the 5-year or 10-year Covenant has already expired, or the farm was placed under a 
Covenant prior to July 1, 2000. 
 
T
structures, modernizing field equipment and tractors, improving marketing structures and 
equipment, and to supplement federal funding for conservation practices.  
 
T
business planning and technical assistance from the Program. The total value of aw
farms in the same time period exceeded $9 million. Nearly 23,000 acres of farmland has 
been placed under short-term Agricultural Covenants. 
 
A

ny Massachusetts farmer with at least 5 acres of land in agricultural production is 
s. 

, 

 

ypical uses of funds from the Farm Viability Program include building or repairing farm 

he Farm Viability Program is in its eleventh year. Over 280 farms have received 
ards to 

pplications are available by clicking on this PDF link: 
dfMass.gov/agr/programs/farmviability/RFR_RD_13%20.p , or you can request a copy of 

the application by calling the Farm Viability Program at 617-626-1723. The deadline to 
submit applications is 12 Noon, Friday June 30, 2006.  
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Farm Products Technical Assistance Grants Awarded 

The Department of Agricultural Resources is pleased to announce the recipients of the 
nd 

as 
 

 Cape Cod Cranberry Growers Association

Farm Products Technical Assistance Grants Program. In an effort to support, promote a
enhance the viability of Massachusetts agriculture, the Department will provide technical 
assistance to agricultural organizations that serve the food and agriculture industry. 
Funding is provided for such activities including: market research, product research 
well as feasibility analysis and development of materials. The criteria for the funding of
proposals included that the proposal address an industry need, problem or opportunity 
and the objectives outlined in the proposal have a potential for direct commercial 
application to benefit the industry. 

: Cranberry Heritage Center Feasibility 

 Involved in Sustaining Agriculture
Analysis.  

 Community : Market research project to 
include testing new messages.  

 Dartmouth Grange No. 162: To develop a marketing/ promotional strategy for the 
Commercial Kitchen project.  

http://www.mass.gov/agr/programs/farmviability/index.htm
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 Federation of Farmers’ Markets: To modify and implement a code enabling the 
Federation website to be used as an interactive, educational & promotional tool by 
consumers and farmers.  

 Hardwick Farmers Cooperative: Development of a Quabbin farmers listing/ 
brochure for consumers.  

 Massachusetts Agriculture in the Classroom: Development of educational 
materials for upcoming College Course for teachers learning to incorporate 
agriculture into their classroom.  

 Massachusetts Aquaculture Association: Review and recommend changes to
organizational structure of associa

 the 
tion.  

 Massachusetts Flower Growers Association: Develop a public relations & 
promotional plan for 2006.  

 Massachusetts Fruit Growers: To survey Massachusetts farms selling direct
public to ascertain potential f

 to the 
or statewide cooperative marketing and growth.  

 Massachusetts Roadside Stand and Pick-Your-Own Association: Website design 
and implementation of effective website communication seminars.  

 Nuestras Raices: Develop a business plan for financing and implementation of a 
value-added kitchen and retail stand.  

 Southeastern Massachusetts Agricultural Partnership: Increasing consumer 
awareness through a searchable online Harvest Handbook.  

 The Food Project: To develop a marketing and strategic plan for promoting 
statewide “Eat In, Act Out” week during the first week of Au

a 
gust.  

 Worcester County Farm Bureau: Onsite Agritourism consultation to increase l
farm revenues.  

ocal 
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Farmers’ Markets and Special Events seeking Vendors – 2006 

Note: T  or 
david.webber@state.ma.us

his list is constantly being updated. Contact David Webber at 617-626-1754
 for more information. 

Seeking eggs, garlic, maple syrup. 
Contact Emma Morin, 413-743-5613  

 
y@greenspacecollaborative.org  

rbs, 

egetable farms, 
3-1628 or pavonegang@net1plus.com  

tion of 

 Adams, Wednesdays, 1:00 pm – 5:00 pm, 

 Ashfield, Saturdays, 8:30 am – 12:30 pm, Seeking cheese, meat, fruit. Contact
Amy Klippenstein, 413-625-0011 or am

 Auburn, Saturdays, 9:30 am – 2:00 pm, Contact Ray Samek, 508-867-7363  
 Ayer, Saturdays, 8 – 1pm, Seeking all products, especially fruit, honey, he

plants, ethnic products. Contact Ruth Rhonemus, 978-772-5890, 
ruth_rhonemus@netzero.net  

 Boxborough, Thursdays, 3:00 pm – 7:00 pm, Seeking fruit and v
Contact Dawn Pavone, 978-26

 Boston City Hall, Mondays and Wednesdays 11am–6pm. Seeking meat, dairy 
products, ethnic / unique fruit and vegetable crops. Contact The Federa



Massachusetts Farmers’ Markets at 781-893-8222 or 
staff@massfarmersmarkets.org  

 Boston Public Market/Northern Avenue Bridge, Th
pm and Saturdays, 9:00 am – 1:0

ursdays, 11:30 am – 7:00 
0 pm, Seeking all types of products, Contact 

-586-0500, x 225 or 

tes: 
t Arlene Flowers, 617-566-8005  

ble crops. 

-446-5806 or afrmr@aol.com  
a 

om  

 or 

etables, tomatoes, 
, 413-552-1554, x3014 or leidac@valleyopp.com  

n, 

-2900 or info@themassageschool.org  

508-669-5411  

ry, meat, 

rs. 

@comcast.net  

Sarah Kline at 617-492-7137 or sekline@comcast.net  
 Brockton City Hall Plaza, Fridays, 10:30am – 1:30 pm (or until sold out), 

Seeking all types of products, Contact John Dudley, 508
johnd@metrosouthchamber.com  

 Brookline, Thursdays, 1:30 pm – dusk, Seeking vendors for the following da
June 15, 22, 29 and July 6, Contac

 Cambridge Central Square, Mondays 11:30am – 6pm. Seeking meat, cheese, 
eggs and dairy, fish, specialty foods, ethnic / unique fruit and vegeta
Contact The Federation of Massachusetts Farmers’ Markets at 781-893-8222 or 
staff@massfarmersmarkets.org  

 Cambridge/Charles Square, Fridays, Noon – 6:00 pm, Seeking cheese, beef, 
eggs, Contact Tim Garboski, 508

 Cambridge/Harvard University, Tuesdays, 1:00 pm – 6:00 pm, Contact Jessic
Zdeb, 617-496-6201 or Jessica_zdeb@Harvard.edu  

 Cambridgeport, Saturdays, 10:30 am – 3:30 pm, Seeking cheese, eggs, beef, 
Contact Tim Garboski, 508-446-5806 or afrmr@aol.c

 Chelmsford, Wednesdays, 2:00 pm – 6:00 pm, Any products except hanging 
baskets, geraniums. Contact Chris Laughton, 978-251-4001
chris@laughtonnursery.com  

 Chicopee, Wednesdays, 1:00 pm – 5:00 pm, Seeking bread, veg
fruit. Contact Leida Cartagena

 Cohasset, Thursdays, 2:30 pm – 6:30 pm, Seeking fruit and vegetable farms, 
Contact Ana Abruzzee, 781-383-9539 or maemma143@comcast.net  

 East Boston, Tuesdays, 2:00 pm – 7:00 pm, Contact Jackie Rosatto, 617-276-
7589 or constitutionbeach@yahoo.com  

 Easthampton, Tuesdays, 2:30 pm – 6:30 pm, Seeking fruit. Contact Jane Pepi
413-527-5689  

 Easthampton/Memorial Hall, Saturdays, 10:00 am – 2:00 pm, Contact Alexei 
Levine, 413-529

 Fall River/Ruggles Park, Wednesdays, 9:00 am – 1:00 pm and Kennedy Park, 
Saturdays, 7:30 am – 12:30 pm, Contact Sue Medeiros, 

 Fitchburg, Fridays, 8:45 am to Noon, Contact Clayton Ayotte, 978-597-6995  
 Framingham Village Green, Thursdays 12:30 – 5:30pm. Seeking bake

cheese, eggs and dairy, fish, specialty foods, ethnic / unique fruit and vegetable 
crops. Contact The Federation of Massachusetts Farmers’ Markets at 781-893-
8222 or staff@massfarmersmarkets.org  

 Franklin, Fridays, 1:00 pm – 6:00 pm, Seeking processed foods, bakers, crafte
Contact Michelle Reid, 508-541-6301  

 Granby, Fridays, 3:00 pm – 7:00 pm, Seeking all types of products. Contact Ken 
Ittner, 413-467-2905 or leaderofthepack

 Groton, Fridays, 3:00 pm – 6:00 pm, Seeking cheese, maple and honey products. 
Contact Lili Ott, 978-448-1192 or liliott@juno.com  



 Hingham, Saturdays, 10:00 am – 2:00 pm, Seeking fall products, mums, cider, 
pears. Contact Marti Amdur, 781-749-0691  

 Holden, Tuesdays, 3:00 pm – 7:00 pm, Seeking native corn, berries, vegetables.
(producer only market). Contact Jacqueline M

 
arsh, 978-874-0244  

 cod farmers and value 
Karen Lee, 508-432-3557, 

s and other culinary 
s. Contact Bill Walton, 978-356-4622  

ts, 

duce. 
39-7115 or bflint1@comcast.net  

92 or 

rs, bread, 
acdonald, 781-665-4397 or 

oods, honey, fruit, 
baskets, wool products. Contact Mike Nash, 508-866-

508-653-6596 or debra@sayre.com  

urist@bcn.net  
, 

8-6049  

l.com  
r 

 
eever, 508-7544-3657 or cheever121@netzero.com  

ays, 4-7pm, Seeking fruit 

bburns@thefoodproject.org  

 Holyoke, Thursdays, Noon – 5:00 pm, Seeking produce, cheese, meats, soaps, 
jams/jellies, Contact Kathy Anderson, 413-322-5510 or 
andersok@ci.holyoke.ma.us  

 Hyannis, Wednesdays, 8:00 am – 1:00 pm, Seeking cape
added farm products, Contact 
info@pleasantlakefarm.com  

 Ipswich, Saturdays, 9:00 am – Noon, Seeking baked good
items, grilled vegetables, soup

 Lexington, Tuesday, 2:00 pm – 6:00 pm, Seeking farmers and specialty produc
Contact Sonia Demarta, 781-860-0729 or soniamarket@rcn.com  

 Lynn, Thursdays, Seeking specialty items, bakers, herbs, Contact Melissa 
Dimond, 781-346-6726  

 Mansfield, Thursdays, 2:00 pm – 6:00 pm, Seeking products other than pro
Contact Beth Flint, 508-3

 Mass Turnpike, Openings in Lee, Blandford, Ludlow, Charlton, Westboro, 
Framingham and Natick, Contact David Fenton, 781-431-51
dave.fenton@mta.state.ma.us  

 Melrose, Thursdays, 10am – 3pm, Seeking vegetables, fruit, flowe
baked goods, Contact Heather M
hmacdonald@comcast.net  

 Middleboro, Saturdays, 9–1pm, Seeking vegetables, baked g
jams and jellies, eggs, soap, 
2428  

 Natick, Saturdays, 9:00 am – 1:00 pm, Seeking value added items. Contact Debra 
Sayre, 

 North Adams, Saturdays, 8:00 – Noon, Seeking everything except vegetables, 
Contact Everett Randall, 413-664-6180 or to

 North Easton, Tuesdays, 2:00 pm – 6:00 pm and Saturdays, 10:00 am – 2:00 pm
Seeking cheese, baked goods, Contact Jean Crandell, 508-23

 Orange, Thurdays, 3:00 pm – 6:00 pm, Seeking local crafts, prepared foods, 
cheese. Contact Joseph Cuneo, 978-544-7834 or cuneovalleyview@ao

 Otis, Saturdays, 9:00 am – 2:00 pm, Contact Jeanette Myer, (413) 269-9931 o
turtlerunfarm@webtv.net  

 Paxton, Thursday, 3:00 pm – 6:00 pm, Seeking produce, baked goods, and dairy
products. Contact Cindy Ch

 Pittsfield, Wednesday and Saturday, 8:00 am – 2:00 pm, Seeking cheese, 
specialty items, Contact Ken Wirtes, Sr, 413-499-1012  

 Rehoboth, Saturdays, 10am–2pm, Contact Bob Peasley, 508-336-4779  
 Roxbury/Dudley Town Common, Tuesday and Thursd

and specialty items, Contact Bob Burns, 617-442-1322 or 



 Roxbury/Dudley Square, Day and location to be determined. Contact Riche 
Zamor, 617-541-3900, x 231  

 Sheffield, Fridays, 4– 7:00 pm, Seeking vegetables, fruit, cheese, eggs, maple 

  

 and vegetable crops. 
Farmers’ Markets at 781-893-8222 or 

etable 
 Mass. Farmers’ Markets at 781-893-8222 or 

ays, 10am – 3pm, Seeking a variety of products, 

0 pm, Seeking produce, baked goods, dairy 

d 

 mushrooms, fish, turkey, jams, 

  

rdencenter.com  
s, 9:30 am – 2pm, Seeking bread, honey, maple 

 only - 

 Belmont, Contact Heli Tomford, 617-484-0170 or htomford@gmail.com  
ntact Mike Nash, 508-866-2428 or ccmouse@thecia.net  

 Reading, Contact Michelle Ferullo, 781-942-5902  

syrup and flowers, Contact Barbara Davidson, 413-229-
8091,sheffbarbara@yahoo.com

 Somerville Davis Square, Wednesdays 12 – 6pm. Seeking cheese (not goat), 
eggs and dairy, fish, specialty foods, ethnic / unique fruit
Contact The Federation of Mass. 
staff@massfarmersmarkets.org  

 Somerville Union Square, Saturdays 9am – 1pm. Seeking bakeries, meat, 
cheese, eggs and dairy, fish, specialty foods, ethnic / unique fruit and veg
crops. Contact The Federation of
staff@massfarmersmarkets.org  

 South Boston, Mondays, Noon – 6:00 pm. Contact Mary Lou Rosher, 617-464-
5858 or marosher@sbchc.org.  

 Springfield/Tower Square, Frid
Contact Annette Scheidecker, 413733-2171 or ascheidecker@towersquare.net  

 Sterling, Fridays, 3:00 pm – 6:3
products. Contact Cindy Cheever, 508-754-3657 or cheever121@netzero.com  

 Sturbridge, Thursdays, 11:00 am – 3:30 pm, Seeking honey, maple products an
organics, Contact Andy O’Keefe, 508-753-7761  

 Topsfield, Saturdays, 7:00 am – Noon, Seeking fruits and vegetables. Contact 
Jane Cook, 978-922-1648  

 Waltham, Saturdays, 9:30 am – 2:30 pm, Seeking
maple syrup. Contact Marc Rudnick, 781-899-6230 or 
wfm@inspectorhomes.com

 Wayland, Thursdays, Noon – 5:00 pm, Seeking dairy products, meat, seafood, 
Contact Peg Mallett, 508-358-2283 or pegm@russellsga

 Worcester Common, Friday
products, Contact Andy O’Keefe, 508-753-7761  

 Worcester/Westside, Monday and Wednesday, 9:30 am – 2pm, Mondays
honey, maple syrup, organics, bread, Contact Andy O’Keefe, 508-753-7761  

Proposed Markets 

 Carver, Co

 Revere Beach, Contact Mary Ann Zizzo, 781-485-6156  
 S.Dartmouth, Contact Andrew Pollock, 508-991-5185 or 

farmsilverbrook@aol.com  

Special events/locations: 

1) Farmers Market Participants wanted at Mt. Wachusett! Be a part of the biggest 
the 23rd Annual AppleFest at Wachusett Mountain festival in the area. Join us for 



October 21, 22, 28, & 29. Over 70 exhibitors display their handmade fare. This festival 
attended by 2500 + people each day! (The two weekend commitment is welcome b
necessary). Contact Kerry Metcalf, 

is 
ut not 

Kerry@wachusett.com for more information. (Please 
note: for the success of all, we limit duplicate product entries). www.wachusett.com  

2) Calling Massachusetts farmers and herbalists to participate in a one-day farmers' 
market Saturday, June 10. The farmers' market will be part of a huge community health 
and street fair in downtown Needham organized by Beth Israel Deaconess Hospital-
Needham and the Needham Business Association. The market will be an integral part of 
the health fair on the hospital grounds at 148 Chestnut Street. Hours are 10am-3pm. 
more information: Margaret Pantridge at 

For 
mpantridge@bidneedham.org or 781-453-3891;

or Suzanne Heffernan at 
 

sheffern@bidneedham.org or 781-453-3008. 

3) This year’s annual MassPike Farmers Market Program will begin May 18, 2006 
and run through fall 2006. We invite all Massachusetts farmers to sell their freshly grown 

 available for the Farmers Market are located in Lee (east/west), 
landford (east/west), Ludlow (east/west), Charlton (east/west), Westboro(west), 

ear’s 

fruits and vegetables as well as their made in Massachusetts products. On a first come, 
first serve basis, free selling space is made available at all eleven (11) service areas. 
Farmers can sell their goods as long as they do not compete with the service area stores 
and restaurants. 
 
The service areas
B
Framingham (west) and Natick (east). If you are interested in participating in this y
program or have any questions, please contact David Fenton at 781-431-5192, 
dave.fenton@Masspike.com. The MassPike is looking forward to a successful 2006 
Farmer’s Market program.  

4) Stillman's Farm is hosting the 2nd annual Garden Roots Festival on May 27th and 
28th 10am to 5pm at the nursery in Lunenburg, MA.  We are looking for participants to 

be 
eatly appreciated for signing folks in, passing out schedules, directing people to 

join the Gardner's Market component of the event.  If you are interested in selling your 
product, craft or promoting your business, space is free and still available for Saturday 
and/or Sunday. Please feel free to pass this along to a friend or interested family 
member.  For details or to join us at the event contact Kate Stillman @ 617-962-1472. 
  
Also, we are also seeking volunteers to help on the days of the event. Your help would 
gr
workshops, etc.- we can find the perfect task for you and any time you can give would 
help. Please contact me at G2Stillman@aol.com to add your name to the list - you'll have 
fun!  
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Massachusetts Agriculture Calendar Photo Contest Returns 
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Amateur photographers who enjoy capturing local rural scenes, farm animals and fresh 
produce are invited to enter the 7th annual Massachusetts Agriculture Photo Contest 
sponsored by the Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources, the USDA 
Natural Resources Conservation Service and Massachusetts Agriculture in the 
Classroom, Inc. Winning photos will be featured in the 2007 Massachusetts Agriculture 
Calendar.  
 
Twelve photos will be selected, one for each month. Photos will be selected that depict 
the diversity of agriculture, horticulture, and natural resources on the commonwealth's 
farms throughout the year. Visit here for last years winners: 
http://www.mass.gov/agr/events/index.htm 
 
Winning photographers will be credited in the calendar, will be invited to attend a 
winner's ceremony at the Eastern States Exposition (The Big E) in Springfield in 
September along with tickets to the fair, and two copies of the 2007 calendar. 
 
The Massachusetts Agriculture Calendar will also feature facts and figures about Bay 
State agriculture, horticulture and conservation, as well as other educational resources. 
Information about how to order the calendar will be announced on 
www.Mass.gov/Massgrown in the fall. Calendars will also be available at selected public 
events. Deadline for submissions is June 1, 2006.  
 
Entry forms [in PDF] can be printed by clicking here: 
www.mass.gov/agr/massgrown/Photo_Contest_Entry_2006.pdf. If you need it faxed or 
mailed, contact Rick LeBlanc, 617-626-1759, Richard.LeBlanc@state.ma.us. If you 
would like information with regards to sponsoring a page, contact Debi Hogan, 
dchogan@sprynet.com, 508-336-4426. 
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FREE Agricultural Pesticide Disposal Events  

Two free pesticide collection and disposal events for agricultural operations, including 
nurseries, will be held in April and May in Northampton and Orange. All events are 
funded by the Department of Agricultural Resources through a grant from EPA. Pre-
registration by April 14th is required for Northampton. 
 
Saturday April 22nd at Smith Vocational School in Northampton 
To pre-register for this event, agricultural operations must call the Northampton 
Department of Public Works at (413) 587-1059 no later than April 14th, 2006. 
 
Saturday, May 6th at the Town of Orange Transfer Station 
For more details and to pre-register, agricultural operations must call the Franklin County 
Solid Waste Management District at (413) 772-2438.  
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The Department is actively working to open up additional opportunities for growers in 
other parts of the state later in the year. Details will follow at a later date.  
Department Contact: Gerard Kennedy at 617-626-1773, gerard.kennedy@state.ma.us.  
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New Compost Directory  

MDAR is pleased to announce this directory which lists sites that receive organic waste 
and have finished compost for sale: 
Mass.gov/agr/programs/compost/Compost_Directory.pdf. If your agriculture business 
would like to be considered for compost site registration, visit : 
Mass.gov/agr/programs/compost/index.htm 

If you generate compost for sale and would like to be listed in the Directory, contact 
William Blanchard at William.Blanchard@state.ma.us. 
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The 2006 Summer Meeting & Trade Show 

Hosted by: UMass Amherst Extension and Stockbridge School 

Sponsored by:  

Massachusetts Nursery and Landscape Association, Inc. 
The Massachusetts Nursery and Landscape Association was established in 1910 to 
increase the success of our members and to promote environmental awareness and the 
highest standards of the Massachusetts nursery and landscape industry. 

Massachusetts Flower Growers’ Association 
The Massachusetts Flower Growers’ Association was established in 1947 to promote the 
advancement of the Massachusetts Flower Industry. 
 
Keynote Speaker: Dr. Michael Dirr 
Date and time: Wednesday, July 19, 2006 - 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
Location: UMass Amherst, Amherst, MA 
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Who should attend? Nursery and greenhouse growers, nursery and garden center 
retailers, landscape contractors and designers, lawncare professionals, arborists, 
educators, students, garden writers, and other professionals in the nursery, landscape and 
greenhouse industry. 
 
Features: Educational programs; tours; pesticide and MCH certification credits and 
much, much more! Special early evening event on July 18th will be a UMass & 
Stockbridge Alumni social with MNLA members and trade show exhibitors. 
 
Contact MNLA @ 413-369-4731 or mnlaoffice@aol.com for more information on 
attending or exhibiting at this summer showcase event! The full summer meeting 
program is available on: www.mnla.com. 
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New England Greenhouse Conference Program  

Mark your calendar for the New England Greenhouse Conference, which will be held this 
year from November 1 to November 3rd at the DCU Centre (formerly the Centrum 
Center) in Worcester, MA. The first day, November 1st, features six pre-conference 
workshops and short courses on such topics as plant growth regulators, disease 
diagnostics, greenhouse pest management, perennial production, plant nutrition and retail 
garden center marketing. The trade show will kick off on the second day with over 170 
exhibitors of exciting new plants and hard goods. “I look forward to the trade show at 
every New England Greenhouse Conference.” (from 2004 conference evaluation) 
 
The second and third days feature several consecutive tracks of educational programs and 
trade show, all to help your business grow and prosper. Educational sessions focusing on 
greenhouse production, pest management, retail garden centers and business 
management, and energy will be featured on Tuesday, November 2nd. You won’t want to 
miss the popular “Garden Center Idea Exchange” in the evening that will be moderated 
by Bill Calkins, Managing Editor of “Green Profit” magazine. Greenhouse management, 
pest management, alternative crops (including cut flower production and organic 
greenhouse production), marketing, and perennials will be featured on Friday, November 
3rd. There will be over 40 educational workshops from which to choose, featuring 
respected industry speakers over this 3-day educational conference. 
www.negreenhouse.org 
 
A few of our welcomed speakers include:  

 Jim Barrett, University of Florida and Peter Konjoian, Konjoian’s Floriculture 
Education Services on Using Growth Regulators - Beginner and Advanced 
Workshops  
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 Bill Agro, Blackmore Co, on Understanding pH and Nutritional Management for 
Container Grown Crops  

 Robert Hendrickson, Garden Center Group on Retail Garden Center 
Merchandizing  

 Stephanie Cohen on Cutting Edge Perennials  
 Raymond Cloyd, University of Illinois, on Insect and Mite Identification and 

Management Workshop, Pesticide Resistance Management  
 John Erwin, University of Minnesota on Crop Production Tips  
 Eliot Coleman, Four Season Farm on Getting Returns Growing Greens Using 

Minimum Heat Structures  

Contact: Cindy Delaney, Show Coordinator, 1 Main Street, No. 36, Winooski, VT 05404 
Phone: 802-655-7769, Fax: 802-655-6098, Email: info@delaneymeetingevent.com 
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Wanted: Beef Producers Interested in Stable Incomes 
Azuluna Veal a Windfall for New England Family Farmers 

Now in its second year, the Azuluna Brands™ Program is recruiting New England family 
beef producers to keep up with the large and fast-growing demand among high-end 
restaurants for veal calves that have been raised on pasture.  
 
Developed by Cummings School of Veterinary Medicine at Tufts University, the 
Azuluna program was designed to be low cost and easy for New England dairy farmers to 
adopt as a means of using marginally productive dairy cows as profit-generating nurse 
cows for bull calves produced on the farm. The idea was to put cows with minor health 
problems such as low grade mastitis or foot problems on pasture to rehabilitate while they 
raised multiple bull calves for veal. Best of all, producers who follow the program’s 
simple protocols are paid $500 per calf when the calves reach 350 to 400 lbs. Now the 
originators of the program are test marketing beef calves and have found that all breeds 
of calves make excellent veal when raised this way. 
 
Azuluna test marketed its veal products at four well-known Boston area restaurants last 
year, and realized it had created a winner. According to Chef Ana Sortun of Oleana 
Restaurant in Cambridge, Mass., “Azuluna Veal has become a favorite with our patrons – 
we can barely keep up with the demand.” Sortun received the James Beard Award for 
“Best Chef in Northeastern U.S. in 2005.  
 
Consumer response to Azuluna veal has been so positive that Dole and Bailey, a large 
New England food distributor with more than 1,400 hotel and restaurant customers, 
signed on as a distributor. Today, demand for Azuluna veal is consistently outpacing 
supply, so the program is aggressively recruiting farmers to dramatically increase 
production this spring.  

mailto:info@delaneymeetingevent.com
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In 2005, 13 farmers in Connecticut, Massachusetts, and Vermont produced 61 Azuluna 
calves. Despite some initial skepticism, they found the program fit in easily with their 
farm operations and have indicated they will continue with the program.  
 
“I was willing to try producing this veal because I was already raising beef calves on 
nurse cows,” said Ray Churchill, who runs a mid-size beef and dairy operation at Sky 
View Farm in Brookfield, Vermont. “I was surprised to see how fast these calves grew, 
once they got started. Economically, it’s gained me quite a bit of money. My veal calves 
return $500 after three or four months. That’s almost as much as I get when they’re fully 
grown and it’s only half the work. I’ve always felt you have to try new ideas to be 
successful in this business. My advice to anybody that’s interested is to start small and 
see how it works for you.” 
 
If you’re a beef or dairy producer who wants to help your family farm thrive, call now to 
become part of the growing Azuluna producer program. For more information, please 
contact: 
· Dr. George Saperstein, 508-839-8725 - george.saperstein@azulunabrands.com 
· Ted Kolota, 617-852-1251 - tkolota@azulunabrands.com 
· Or visit our website - www.azulunabrands.com 
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2006 Massachusetts Pavilion at the Summer Fancy Food Show 

Fancy Food Shows have attracted from 19,000 to 32,000 attendees from specialty food, 
wine, gift and department stores, supermarkets, restaurants, mail-order and other related 
businesses. These attendees come to see more than 1,800 exhibitors from around the 
world, presenting more than 150,000 specialty foods to discover and sample. If you want 
to see beautifully packaged and innovative specialty foods, it's the place to be! 
 
Consider joining the Massachusetts Pavilion at the 2006 Summer Fancy Food Show, July 
9 - 11 at the Jacob Javits Center. You must be a member of National Association of 
Specialty Food Trade (NASFT) to exhibit. A ten by ten foot booth costs $3,000 however 
first time exhibitors may be eligible for 50% reimbursement of eligible expenses 
www.brandedprogram.org 
 
Check out the show details as well as how to apply to be a NASFT member: 
www.fancyfoodshows.com 
 
If you haven't attended the show before, it is a good use of your time to walk the floor. 
You can preregister to attend on-line. Contact: Bonita Oehlke, Massachusetts Department 
of Agricultural Resources bonita.oehlke@state.ma.us, 617-626-1753. 
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Calling Wholesale Vegetable and Fruit Growers to work with Chelsea 
based Soup Manufacturer 

Jerry Shafir, president of Kettle Cuisine, Chelsea, would like to meet with wholesale 
vegetable and apple growers to discuss the purchase of local ingredients for their soup 
products, as well as new "Massachusetts" product. Kettle Cuisine is a pioneer of fresh 
soups, stews, chilis and chowders since 1986. The privately owned company averages 
80-100 160 gallon batches per day. www.kettlecuisine.com. Jerry would like to purchase 
more local produce as ingredients. For example, Kettle Cuisine's signature Butternut 
squash/apple Soup requries 434 pounds of squash for each batch.  
 
A second opportunity is the use of their facilities for the co-packing of your own soups, 
jams/jelly's or other sauces that require heat in preparation. 
 
The meeting will be held on May 3rd, after Agriculture Day at the State House, in the 
Commissioner's office at the MA Department of Agricultural Resources from 1:30 - 3:00. 
Please R.S.V.P. to Bonita Oehlke, bonita.oehlke@state.ma.us, 617-626-1753 or with 
questions. 
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International Buyers to Boston for Foodservice Products 

Capitalize on the increased demand for American foodservice products and the strong 
growth of the international food sector by joining a Foodservice Buyers Mission to 
Massachusetts on May 18th. Nine buyers from Central America, Korea and the Middle 
East will be in Boston for one-on-one meetings. They will provide direct feedback on 
your product's overseas market potential as well as a chance to develop relationships and 
sales. Pre-event assistance is available for export pricing and quotations, among other 
topics. The final registration date is May 6. Contact Bonita Oehlke, 
bonita.oehlke@state.ma.us, 617-626-1753 
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Northeast Food Technologists Expo 

 This no-cost meeting offers a very good opportunity to talk with food scientists and 
ingredient suppliers about your value-added products, as well as attend seminars on the 
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latest issues relating to ingredients, and labeling, to name a few topics.  Plan to head to 
the DCU Center in Worcester on May 24th for morning seminars and supplier exhibits 
starting at 2 pm.  Seminar topics include:  Benefits and methods of using consumer 
panels, Developing 'flavor authenticity'...not 'dumbing down' a flavor profile to satisfy the 
'least common denominator' and a two hour session on 'SELLING"! This includes 1) 
selling to new customers and 2) selling MORE to your existing customers.To register, go 
to  www.eventswithattitude.com.  
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Introduction to Sales and Marketing of Specialty Foods Seminar 

 
The Western Mass. Food Processing Center And The Natural Products Consulting 
Institute Present: Introduction to Sales and Marketing of Specialty Foods May 12th, 
10:00 AM to 2:00 PM. This workshop will provide valuable insights and strategies for: 
Budgeting and planning, Pricing and Margins, Distributor Programs, Trade Promotions, 
Managing Brokers, and Effective Sales Calls. Whether you are just starting out, or have 
been at it for a few years, this information and industry insight will be invaluable. Bob 
Burke, of the The Natural Products Consulting Institute (NPCI), provides high-level 
training and consulting for marketers of specialty food products nationwide. 
 
The cost is $100 per person, and $75 for each additional person from the same company. 
Contact the Franklin County CDC: 413-774-7204.  
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NOFA Accredited Organic Land Care Professionals are Practicing in 
Your Community! 

The Northeast Organic Farming Association’s Organic Land Care Program is pleased to 
announce the accreditation of 50 new Organic Land Care Professionals. Each of these 
professionals has completed the intensive, five-day NOFA/Mass Course in Organic Land 
Care and passed an examination demonstrating their understanding of organic principles 
and practices.  
 
A complete list is available at the Program’s website: www.organiclandcare.net.  
 
These accredited professionals have agreed to provide services according to the NOFA 
Standards for Organic Land Care: Practices for Design and Maintenance of Ecological 
Landscapes to those customers who request it.  
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The demand for organic landscaping services has never been greater. Growing public 
awareness of the hazards associated with the use of synthetic pesticides and fertilizers, 
plus new legislation mandating least toxic and nontoxic alternatives to conventional land 
care, are fueling rising public and community interest in organic land care.  
 
The NOFA Organic Land Care Program extends the vision and principles of organic 
agriculture to the care of landscapes where most people live, work and carry out their 
daily lives by educating professionals and the general public.  
 
About 500 land care professionals from ten states and Canada have taken the course in 
the last five years in Connecticut or Massachusetts. These professionals include 
landscapers from large and small firms, landscape architects, garden center employees, 
municipal groundskeepers and property managers. 
 
For more information about the NOFA Organic Land Care Program in Massachusetts, 
contact Kathleen Litchfield, coordinator, at (978) 724-0108, kathylitch29@yahoo.com 
and be sure to visit our website: www.organiclandcare.net.  
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Forest Viability Grant Program Applications Now Available 

The Massachusetts Executive Office of Environmental Affairs is now accepting 
applications from forest landowners interested in participating in the Forest Viability 
Grant Program. This program provides business planning assistance and implementation 
grants to landowners wishing to establish or improve forest-based businesses. Eligible 
landowners may receive up to $5,000 in technical assistance for the preparation of a 
Forest Viability Business Plan in return for a 5-year covenant protecting the land from 
development. Landowners with a Forest Viability Plan are then eligible to receive grants 
worth $250 per acre (up to $20,000) for implementation of the plan in return for a 20-
year covenant. Any private landowner with at least 20-acres of forest land that is not 
currently protected by a deed restriction is eligible to apply. Applications are available at 
www.comm-pass.com. Under “Search for Solicitations” search for keyword “Forest 
Viability.” The application deadline is May 1, 2006. 
 
For more information please contact: Joseph Smith, The Forest and Wood Products 
Institute, Mount Wachusett Community College, 978-630-9360, jsmith@mwcc.mass.edu 
 
Bill Toomey, The Nature Conservancy, Westfield River Highlands Project, 413-354-
7780, btoomey@tnc.org, or visit: 
http://www.mwcc.mass.edu/programs/FWP/ForViab.html 
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Sustainability in the Balance: Juggling Environmental Health, Economic 
Profitability, and Social Equity in the Global Food System 

April 11th, 2:30 – 7:00 pm, Free, Reception to follow, Presented by FOOD: A Student 
Initiative of the Friedman School of Nutrition Science and Policy 
 
Tufts University, Behrakis Auditorium, 150 Harrison Avenue, Boston, MA 
 
2:30 pm KEYNOTE ADDRESS: Ecologically Sound Agriculture: Principles, Practices, 
Constraints. Dr. Fred Magdoff, Professor of Soils, Department of Plant and Soil Science, 
University of Vermont and Northeast Region USDA SARE Coordinator  
 
4:00 pm PANEL I: Changing Trends in the Global Food System: Challenges and 
Opportunities for Sustainable Agriculture 
 
Panelists: 

 Dr. Richard Levins, John Rock Professor of Population Sciences, Harvard School 
of Public Health  

 Dr. Robert Paarlberg, Betty Freyhof Johnson Class of 1944 Professor of Political 
Science at Wellesley College and Associate Professor at the Weatherhead Center 
for International Affairs, Harvard University  

 Dr. Molly Anderson, Consultant on Science and Public Policy  

5:45 pm PANEL II: Biofuels: Friend or Foe of the Food System? 
Panelists: 

 Jim Kleinshmit, Senior Associate, Institute of Agriculture and Trade Policy  
 Dr. William Moomaw, Director, Center for International Environment and 

Resource Policy, The Fletcher School, Tufts University  
 Dr. Daniel De La Torre Ugarte, Associate Director, Agricultural Policy and 

Analysis Center, The University of Tennessee  

Details at : http://nutrition.tufts.edu/  
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Insect Laboratory: Hands-on Identification and Management Strategies 

University of Massachusetts Extension's MAINTAINING ENVIRONMENTALLY 
SUSTAINABLE LANDSCAPES SERIES, Training for Green Industry Professionals. 
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Choose one of two locations: 

 April 20: UMass, Amherst - 9:00 am - 3:30 pm.  
 May 4: Wareham, MA - 9:00 am - 3:30 pm.  

Instructor: Bob Childs, UMass Extension Entomologist. In this workshop, participants 
will examine actual specimens in a teaching lab with the use of microscopes. Such pests 
as scale insects, gall formers, spider mites, leaf miners, and much more will be examined 
closely with different species and life stages being identified. Also, displays of preserved 
insect specimens will be examined in order to teach the participant how to identify and 
discern the important pest species in the Massachusetts landscape and nursery. This is an 
opportunity to hone your IPM monitoring skills and to become a better IPM and Plant 
Health Care practitioner. Cost: $90. Preregistration is required, as space is limited. 
 
5 Pesticide contact hours for categories 29, 36, and Applicators License available. ISA, 
MCA, MCH, and MCLP credit requested. UMass Extension Landscape/Nursery/Urban 
Forestry Program, French Hall, 230 Stockbridge Rd., Amherst, MA 01003, Tel. (413) 
545-2685 
Fax. (413) 577-1620, www.UMassGreenInfo.org. 
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Massachusetts Aggie Seminar Series 

The University of Massachusetts Extension Agriculture and Landscape Program will 
once again sponsor a seminar series for back yard gardeners and beginning or part-time 
farmers and landscapers.  
 
In the tradition of the Mass Aggie Seminars, the 2006 UMass Small Farm and Garden 
days will feature UMass Extension Educators and UMass Amherst faculty. Instruction 
will emphasize how to produce food and manage landscapes and small farms in a 
sustainable manner. A broad and diverse range of topics will be presented, covering 
specifics within several areas including livestock, tree fruit, berries, vegetables, flowers, 
landscape plants, and turf. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Saturday, April 8, Belchertown - Growing/Pruning Stone Fruit 
 
Saturday, April 22, Waltham - Horses, Livestock & Heritage Breeds Day; Includes Pesticide 
Safety & Equipment 

Preregistration is required. For a registration form go to www.MassAggieSeminars.org or 
call 413-545-0895 to have one mailed or faxed to you.  
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UMass Extension Sponsoring 2nd Public Forum 

UMass Extension is sponsoring its 2nd public forum to obtain input for our 5-year Plan 
of Work (Fiscal Year 2007-2011). We are seeking comments from citizens we work with, 
or who are interested in and value our work, to help us plan and implement programs that 
are responsive to state and local needs. Our final forum will be: 
 
Tuesday April 11th, Holyoke Community College - Holyoke, MA, 6-8PM , Building G 
(Cafeteria). 
 
We will briefly review our Plan of Work development process and present results from 
our online stakeholder survey. Survey results are now posted on the web at: 
http://www.umassextension.org/stakeholders. Individuals will be given up to 5 minutes to 
deliver comments. Though we do intend to record these sessions, it would be most 
helpful if individuals would also submit a copy of their comments in writing and specify 
which of the 8 topic areas (see list below) comments most closely pertain to. General 
comments are also welcome.  
 
Extension Topic Areas: 
1. Ecosystem Management, Protection and Restoration  
2. Health Promotion & Disease Prevention 
3. Land Use Management 
4. Water Resource Protection 
5. Natural Resource-based Economic Development 
6. Youth Development and Engagement  
7. Food Production  
8. Food Safety  
 
Directions to Holyoke Community College: http://www.hcc.edu/about/get_arnd_drv.html 
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Summer Graduate Course 

Massachusetts Agriculture in the Classroom is pleased to announce a summer graduate-
credit course in agricultural-literacy training for educators. Using Massachusetts farms as 
classrooms, learn how agriculture can enhance your curriculum, enthrall your students 
and meet many MCAS requirements.  
 
This Summer Institute, titled "Growing Agriculture in the Classroom," will meet on 
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Wednesday June 28 and Wednesday August 16 at the Brigham Hill Community Farm in 
North Grafton from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Each participant will also be asked to attend five 
additional workshops during the summer, selected from approximately 15 workshops on 
various topics offered across the state. 
 
The course offers agricultural-literacy training through fun, hands-on study and 
investigation of agriculture education resources. It will assist new educators and those 
who want to expand their classroom offerings as they learn how to integrate agriculture 
into the classroom to create lessons and reinforce MCAS concepts. Participants will learn 
how to create community partnerships; link the classroom to the farm; expand math, 
science, social studies and other educational knowledge using agricultural examples, and 
explore technology and engineering techniques.  
 
 
This summer graduate-level course is sponsored by MAC in collaboration with Fitchburg 
State College. It was created through funding from Agway Foundation and Northeast 
Farm Credit AgEnhancement. For more information, call 508-336-4426 or visit 
www.aginclassroom.org. 
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Massachusetts Flower Growers’ Association  
Announces Scholarship Award 

The Massachusetts Flower Growers’ Association is accepting applications for the 
Association Annual Scholarship Program. The scholarship award can be up to $4000.00 
depending on length of study. 
 
Applicant must major in a course of study in Floriculture, Horticulture or related 
agricultural sciences. Applicant must be a resident of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts for a minimum of one year prior to submitting an application. Completed 
applications must be submitted by May 15 the year to be awarded. 
 
Applications are available by contact Bob Luczai at 781.275.4811 or Paul Lopes at 508-
295-2212 x24. Applications also available at www.massflowergrowers.com 
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Positions Available 

Director of Agriculture - Eastern States Exposition 
Education, work experience and job requirements: Four year degree in Agriculture or 
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related field. Five years management level experience in related field. Exceptional 
communication and interpersonal skills. Proficient in public speaking. Knowledge of 
Microsoft Office applications, including Word, Powerpoint, Excel. 
 
The Director of Agriculture reports to the president/CEO of Eastern States Exposition. 
Responsibilities include development of program, budget and supervision of agricultural, 
agriculture education and youth 4-H and FFA programs. Oversee planning and 
implementation of all competitive livestock events and youth programs involving over 
3,000 animals. Supervision of year-round livestock programs and shows. 
 
Salary commensurate with experience. Eastern States Exposition is an equal opportunity 
employer. Submit resume by May 15 to Susan Lavoie, Vice President, Eastern States 
Exposition, 1305 Memorial Avenue, West Springfield, Mass. 01089  

Full-Time Forest Products Sales Manager - Massachusetts Woodlands Cooperative  
Looking for entrepreneurial self-starter with knowledge of the lumber industry and sales 
experience to develop sales for progressive start-up business created to market wood 
from family woodlots in western Mass. Products are Forest Stewardship Council-certified 
and meet LEED building criteria. Product lines include flooring, hardwood and softwood 
lumber, timbers and beams. Customer base spans architects, contractors, millwork and 
homeowners in western Massachusetts. Compensation will be commensurate with 
experience. For more information on the Massachusetts Woodlands Cooperative, visit our 
web site, www.masswoodlands.coop. Send letter of interest and resume to Sales Position, 
Mass. Woodlands Cooperative, LLC, 1 Sugarloaf Street, South Deerfield, MA 01373. 

PT Farmers' Market Managers Sought - The Federation of Massachusetts Farmers' 
Markets (FMFM) 
Looking for confident, motivated individuals with a passion for local agriculture, food, 
and community to work as Market Managers. FMFM manages markets at locations in 
Cambridge, Somerville, and Framingham from May - November. Market Managers 
facilitate a strong connection between farmers and the urban public, foster community 
support for farmers' markets, and work principally outside. Each market requires 6 - 9.5 
hours of work (depending on the market's hours of operation) on market days, plus an 
additional 2-3 hours per week on non-market days. FMFM has multiple positions 
available on weekdays and Saturdays, some of which can be combined for more total 
hours. Compensation is $12-$14 / hour depending on experience. To learn more about 
FMFM, visit: www.massfarmersmarkets.org. To apply, please send resume and cover 
letter to staff@massfarmersmarkets.org, or Office Coordinator, FMFM, 240 Beaver St., 
Waltham, MA 02452. 
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Sign-up Underway for the Milk Income Loss Contract Program 

The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Milk Income Loss Contract Program (MILC) 
compensates dairy producers when the Boston Class I milk price falls below $16.94 per 
hundredweight (cwt). Currently, payments will be earned for the months of December 
2005, and January, February, and March 2006. The 2002 Farm Bill authorized MILC 
through Sept. 30, 2005. The Agricultural Reconciliation Act of 2005 reauthorized the 
program through Sept. 30, 2007, and it is anticipated payment will be issued to producers 
starting in May.  
 
Eligible Dairy Producers: Eligible dairy producers are those who, beginning Dec. 1, 
2001, through Sept. 30, 2007: Commercially produce and market cow milk in the United 
States; or Produce milk in the United States and commercially market the milk outside 
the United States.  
 
Sign-up: Sign-up for the fiscal years 2006-2007 MILCX extension is conducted in the 
following two phases: 
 
Initial sign-up phase from March 13 through May 17, 2006 – It is strongly encouraged 
that all dairy producers enroll during this period. This is especially true if your dairy 
operation produces more than 2.4 million pounds of milk in fiscal year 2006 (Oct. 1, 
2005-Sept. 30, 2006) 
 
Extended sign-up phase from May 18, 2006, throughout the duration of the program 
ending on Sept. 30, 2007.  
 
For more information, please visit the following Web Site or call your local FSA Office: 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/publications/facts/html/milc06.htm 
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Northeast SARE Awards $2.8 million in Grants 

The Northeast Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education (SARE) program recently 
awarded about $2.8 million in grants to help researchers, farmers, educators, and 
organizations find ways to make agriculture profitable, environmentally sound, and 
beneficial to the wider community. 
 
Northeast SARE is a regional grants program that serves farmers, researchers, 
agricultural professionals, and community development groups in Connecticut, Delaware, 
Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, 
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont, West Virginia, and Washington, D.C. SARE is 
funded by the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
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The 2006 awards in Research and Education ranged from $46,476 to teach farmers how 
to make biodiesel fuel from used vegetable oil to $249,203 to work with farmers on soil 
quality testing and management. Professional Development awards ranged from $24,255 
to train extension agents how to teach tactical agriculture to $129,670 to develop a 
curriculum in ecologically based weed management. These awards are for substantial, 
often multi-year projects that focus on developing and disseminating new sustainable 
farming techniques. 
 
SARE also granted $203,783 for 31 Farmer Grants, $144,885 for 16 Partnership Grants, 
and 162,292 for 17 Sustainable Community Grants. These smaller grants of $10,000 or 
less usually run about a year and are offered to farmers, extension, and others who are 
trying new approaches to sustainable agriculture and sustainable community 
development. 
 
Descriptions of the 2006 projects are at www.uvm.edu/~nesare/news.html. To learn more 
about Northeast SARE, or more about a specific award, send e-mail to nesare@uvm.edu 
or call 802/656-0471. SARE is a program of USDA's Cooperative State Research, 
Education, and Extension Service (CSREES). 
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Secretary Johanns Announces the Availability of $188 million in Loan 
Guarantees and Grants for Renewable Energy 

Agriculture Secretary Mike Johanns recently announced the availability of $176.5 million 
in loan guarantees and almost $11.4 million in grants to support investments in renewable 
energy and energy efficiency improvements by agricultural producers and small 
businesses. Johanns also highlighted that Energy Secretary Samuel W. Bodman 
announced $160 million in cost-shared funding over three years to construct up to three 
biorefineries in the United States.  
 
"The availability of these funds will further the Bush Administration's goal to increase 
renewable energy from domestic sources, reducing our dependence on imported oil and 
strengthening our economy," Johanns said during keynote remarks at the Renewable 
Fuels Association's 11th Annual National Ethanol Conference. "These loans and grants 
advance USDA's comprehensive energy strategy announced last December to help 
farmers, ranchers and rural businesses mitigate the impact of high energy costs and 
develop long-term solutions."  
 
In his State of the Union Address, President Bush announced the Advanced Energy 
Initiative, which requests $2.1 billion to develop new technologies and alternative 
sources of energy to help diversify and strengthen our nation's energy mix. "By applying 
the talent and technology of America," President Bush said during the State of the Union, 
"this country can dramatically improve our environment, move beyond a petroleum-
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based economy and make our dependence on Middle Eastern oil a thing of the past." 
 
The Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency loan and grant program was established 
under Section 9006 of the 2002 Farm Bill to encourage agricultural producers and small 
rural businesses to create renewable and energy efficient systems. A total of 435 grants 
totaling $66.7 million have been awarded in 36 states since the program began and in 
2005, for the first time, renewable energy loan guarantees were made under the program. 
One guarantee, for $10 million, was combined with a Business and Industry guarantee to 
help fund construction of a 20-megawatt biomass electrical generating plant in Arizona. 
That plant will use wildfire damaged timber along with waste from a nearby paper mill as 
a fuel source. Grants have been awarded to fund a wide range of wind, solar, biomass, 
geothermal and conservation technologies.  
 
Under the program, the maximum amount of a loan guarantee made to a borrower is $10 
million. For renewable energy systems, the minimum grant request is $2,500 and the 
maximum is $500,000. For energy efficiency improvements, the minimum grant request 
is $1,500 and the maximum is $250,000. Rural development grants under the program 
will not exceed 25 percent of the eligible program costs and a combination of grants and 
guaranteed loans will not exceed 50 percent.  
 
Applications for grants must be completed and submitted to the appropriate USDA Rural 
Development state office postmarked no later than May 12, 2006. Guaranteed loans will 
be awarded on a continuous basis. Applications are due to the National Office for funding 
consideration by July 3, 2006. Any guaranteed loan funds not obligated by August 1, 
2006, will be made available for competitive grants. For more information refer to the 
announcement in the February 13, 2006 Federal Register or contact any state Rural 
Development office. Information is also available on the web at: 
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/farmbill/index.html.  
 
More information on President Bush's Advanced Energy Initiative is available at: 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/stateoftheunion/2006/energy/index.html. 
USDA News, oc.news@usda.gov, 202 720-4623 http://www.usda.gov/2006/02/0051.xml 
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USDA Announces Crop Insurance Deadline for MA Nursery 

Massachusetts nursery producers should be aware that the final date for a new applicant 
to apply for the 2007 nursery crop insurance is May 1, 2006, according to the Raleigh 
Regional Office, USDA Risk Management Agency. New applications for crop year 2007 
may be accepted until May 1, 2006, with coverage beginning 30 days after receipt of 
your signed application. If a policy is purchased after May 1st, insurance attaches 30 days 
after the application is filed and the premium is prorated based on the time remaining in 
the crop year after insurance attaches. For existing policies, coverage will automatically 
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attach on June 1, 2006. The crop insurance year runs from June 1 through May 31. 
Growers may elect to insure field-grown or container grown practices; one practice may 
be insured under the CAT policy and the other practice may be insured under a buy-up 
policy. Crop insurance provides protection for field-grown and containerized nursery 
plants against losses due to adverse weather conditions, fire, failure of irrigation water 
supply, and wildlife. Insurance premium subsidies have been significantly increased in 
recent years, particularly at the higher levels of coverage. Producers are strongly urged to 
contact a local crop insurance agent as soon as possible for a premium quote and 
additional details. For a list of crop insurance agents in your area, contact the local USDA 
Farm Service Agency office or logon to the following Risk Management Agency web 
site: www3.rma.usda.gov/tools/agents/ 
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IN EVERY ISSUE 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

 The Middlesex Conservation District, is searching for a new site for its twice a 
year plant sales. Looking for a LARGE barn, shed, warehouse with ample parking 
- need bathroom access of some sort, water, electricity but not heat. (Currently we 
are using the "static building" at the 4H Fairgrounds in Westford, to give some 
idea of the size of building we need). Would be extremely helpful if there was 
trash disposal available. Need facility for six days (Mon-Sat) in late April and six 
days in late September. If you have or know of such a facility, please contact 
Frances Gillespie, 978-692-9395. 

 FOR SALE:  Farmall 130  w/Loader, Mower.  1-pt. Disk & Rollover Plow, 2pt. 
Plow, Spike Tooth Harrow, Bulb Planter, Drawbar-mounted seeder/spreader,  3pt. 
42in. Woods mower.  413-522-4040.  

 2 Angora Goats for sale. Registered yearlings, healthy and adorable, born May 8 
& 28, 2005. Please call Mary Ellen at 978-405-9488 (Carlisle, MA).  

 For Sale:  1966 John Deere 3020 gas row crop tractor.  Runs excellent.  Good 
rubber.  Good tin.  Three point hitch.  Live PTO.  One set of remotes.  $8000 or 
BRO.  413-498-2160.  

 Field & Orchard Bins, 100% Hardwood.  Quality Made to Last -  All bins are made 
to your specifications. Empire Packaging Company (508) 426-7813 or (800) 562-5520 

 Aaron's Sheep Shearing Service, based in Cummington but will 
travel. Experienced shearer, any size flock, reasonable pricing.  Call or email for 
date: 413-634-2142 or aaronShearing@gmail.com.  

 3 Farm Acres for Lease - S. Acton, MA Historically farmed acreage currently 
maintained as open mowed meadow - Bounded by perennial Ft Pond Brook for 
irrigation - Good Martin St. road frontage & neighborhood location - Located 
close to South Acton MBTA Commuter Rail Stop, and Route 2 - Only 
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experienced Farmer for long- term farming commitment - Very Generous lease 
terms.Contact: The Hadley Farm @ 978 621-7935, hadleyfarm@mindspring.com.  

 tractor rear wheel field or log chains, 9N distributor & generator, Pieces of angle 
iron 

Timberjack, Please call Bill, 860-653-0491. 

 for sale: 100 wooden squash crates, 11/9 bushel capacity, priced at 50 cents each. 
call russ at keirsteads farm, plympton mass. 781 585 5470. 

 FARM LAND WANTED: Minimum 20 acres grazing land for sale to build horse 
farm and home. Will buy more land if you have it or existing farm. Looking for 
something mostly flat, open, dry, and if possible already in hay. If you want your 
land to stay in agriculture, give me a call! isbjorn@comcast.net or 508-951-5049.  

 WANTED: Looking for a 2 or 4 row corn planter, $100 - $250 price range. Must 
be useable condition. Leave message. West Newbury, MA - 978-363-2284  

How to Place a Classified Ad 

Classified ads are accepted free-of charge on a first-come basis. Be sure to include a 
phone number. No display ads will be accepted. Only one ad per business/individual per 
issue, unless space permits. Ads may run in consecutive issues, space permitting. Ads 
must be of interest to Massachusetts farmers. The Mass. Dept. of Agricultural Resources 
reserves the right to refuse any listing it deems inappropriate for publication. 

E-mail, fax or mail ads to: Farm & Market Report, Mass. Dept. of Agricultural 
Resources, 251 Causeway Street, Suite 500, Boston, MA 02114, fax: 617-626-1850, 
Richard.LeBlanc@state.ma.us. 

[back to contents] 

 

CALENDAR 

 April 8, Growing/Pruning Stone Fruit, Belchertown  
 April 22, Horses, Livestock & Heritage Breeds Day; Includes Pesticide Safety & 

Equipment, Waltham  
 April 22 - Free pesticide collection at Smith Vocational School in Northampton. 

To pre-register for this event, you must call the Northampton Department of 
Public Works at (413) 587-1059 no later than April 14th.  

 May 3, Agricultural Day at the Statehouse, Come one come all. For more 
information on this event, contact the Massachusetts Farm Bureau Office at (508) 
881-4766. For exhibit info., contact: Mary Jordan, 617-626-1759, 
Mary.Jordan@state.ma.us.  

 May 6 - Free pesticide collection - The Town of Orange Transfer Station. Pre-
register with Franklin County Solid Waste Management District, (413) 772-2438  
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 May 11 - Massachusetts Envirothon, Blackstone River & Canal Heritage State 
Park, Uxbridge. Visit www.maenvirothon.org for more information.  

 June 1 - Deadline for Photo contest. Click for Entry form.  
 July 19, The 2006 Summer Meeting & Trade Show, UMass Amherst, 

www.mnla.com  
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About the Farm & Market Report 

Published bi-monthly by: 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Mitt Romney, Governor 
Executive Office of Environmental Affairs, Stephen R. Pritchard, Secretary 
Department of Agricultural Resources, Douglas P. Gillespie, Commissioner 
251 Causeway St., Suite 500, Boston, MA 02114 
617-626-1700, fax 617-626-1850 
www.Mass.gov/AGR 

 Kent Lage, Assistant Commissioner and Chief of Staff, Kent.Lage@state.ma.us 
 Mary Jordan, Director of Agricultural Development, Mary.Jordan@state.ma.us 
 Brad Mitchell, Director of Bio-Security and Regulatory Services, 

Brad.Mitchell@state.ma.us 

 

http://www.maenvirothon.org/
http://www.mass.gov/agr/massgrown/Photo_Contest_Entry_2006.pdf
http://www.mnla.com/
http://www.mass.gov/agr/news/fmr/2006/06_april_may.htm#contents
http://www.mass.gov/dfa
mailto:Kent.Lage@state.ma.us
mailto:Mary.Jordan@state.ma.us
mailto:Brad.Mitchell@state.ma.us

	Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources (MDAR)
	Farm & Market Report
	Vol. 83, No. 2, April / May
	In this issue:

	Commissioner's Column
	A NEW ERA FOR U.S. ANIMAL AGRICULTURE
	May 3rd - Agriculture Day at the State House
	Farm Viability Program Applications Now Available
	Farm Products Technical Assistance Grants Awarded
	Farmers’ Markets and Special Events seeking Vendors – 2006
	Special events/locations:
	Massachusetts Agriculture Calendar Photo Contest Returns
	FREE Agricultural Pesticide Disposal Events 
	New Compost Directory 
	The 2006 Summer Meeting & Trade Show
	New England Greenhouse Conference Program 
	Wanted: Beef Producers Interested in Stable IncomesAzuluna Veal a Windfall for New England Family Farmers
	2006 Massachusetts Pavilion at the Summer Fancy Food Show
	Calling Wholesale Vegetable and Fruit Growers to work with Chelsea based Soup Manufacturer
	International Buyers to Boston for Foodservice Products
	Northeast Food Technologists Expo
	Introduction to Sales and Marketing of Specialty Foods Seminar
	NOFA Accredited Organic Land Care Professionals are Practicing in Your Community!
	Forest Viability Grant Program Applications Now Available
	Sustainability in the Balance: Juggling Environmental Health, Economic Profitability, and Social Equity in the Global Food System
	Insect Laboratory: Hands-on Identification and Management Strategies
	Massachusetts Aggie Seminar Series
	UMass Extension Sponsoring 2nd Public Forum
	Summer Graduate Course
	Massachusetts Flower Growers’ Association Announces Scholarship Award

	Positions Available
	NEWS FROM USDA
	Sign-up Underway for the Milk Income Loss Contract Program
	Northeast SARE Awards $2.8 million in Grants
	Secretary Johanns Announces the Availability of $188 million in Loan Guarantees and Grants for Renewable Energy
	USDA Announces Crop Insurance Deadline for MA Nursery

	IN EVERY ISSUE
	CLASSIFIED ADS
	How to Place a Classified Ad


	CALENDAR
	About the Farm & Market Report


