
HOUSE No. 1439

Bill accompanying the petition of Obert Sletten to codify the laws
relative to primaries, caucuses and elections. Election Laws. Janu-
ary 19.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventeen.

AN ACT
To codify the Laws relative to Primaries, Caucuses and

Elections.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter eight hundred and thirty-five of
2 the acts of the year nineteen hundred and thirteen is
3 hereby amended by striking out section ninety-six and
4 inserting in place thereof the following new section:
5 Section 96. Objections to nomination papers for candi-
-6 dates to be voted for at state or presidential primaries,
7 and all other questions relative thereto, shall be con-
-8 sidered and determined by the state ballot law commis-
-9 sion; to nominations for candidates to be voted for at

10 city and town primaries by the police, district or munic-
-11 ipal court within whose jurisdiction said city or town is
12 located.
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] Section 2. Chapter eight hundred and thirty-five of
2 the acts of the year nineteen hundred and thirteen is
3 hereby amended by striking out section one hundred and
4 seventy-three and inserting in place thereof the follow-
-5 ing new section:-—Section 173. Objections to nomina-
-6 tion papers and all other questions relating thereto shall
7 be considered in cities and towns by the police, district or
8 municipal court within whose jurisdiction said city or
9 town is located.

1 Section 3. Section two hundred and one of chapter
2 eight hundred and thirty-five of the acts of the year nine-
-3 teen hundred and thirteen is hereby amended by inserting
4 after the word “and” and before the figure three, in the
5 fifth line, the words; may specify, so as to read as
6 follows:-— Section 201. All certificates of nomination and
7 nomination papers, shall, in addition to the names of can-
-8 didates, specify as to each; (1) his residence with street

9 and number thereof, if any; (2) the office for which he is
10 nominated; and may specify (3), except in the city of
11 Boston, in other cities where city charters provide other-
-12 wise and as hereinafter provided, the party or political
13 principle which he represents, expressed in not more than
14 three words. Certificates of nomination shall also state

15 what provision, if any, was made by the caucus for filling
16 vacancies caused by the death, withdrawal or ineligibility
17 of candidates. The names of the candidates for president
18 and vice-president of the United States may be added to

19 the party or political designation of the candidates for
20 presidential electors. To the name of each candidate for
21 the office of alderman at large shall be added the number
22 of the ward in which he resides.
23 If a candidate is nominated otherwise than by a polit-
-24 ical party, the name of a political party shall not be used
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25 in bis political designation, except as describing and pre-
-26 ceding some other name or term which shall not be the
27 name of any party which cast at the last preceding elec-
-28 tion more than three thousand votes for governor; and
29 if so used in case of a candidate nominated by a nomina-
-30 tion paper, the political designation shall consist of not
31 more than two words and shall not be changed after hav-
-32 ing been placed upon the paper. Certificates of nomina-
33 tion and nomination papers for town offices may or may
34 not include a designation of the party or principle which
35 the candidate represents If a candidate receives the
36 nomination of a political party, and fails to withdraw
37 therefrom, the name of any other political party shall not
38 be used in his political designation unless he shall have
39 received the regular nomination of such other political
40 party.

1 Section 4. Section two hundred and four of chapter
2 eight hundred and thirty-five of the acts of the year nine-
-3 teen hundred and thirteen is hereby amended by striking
4 out the words “offices with the city clerk”, in the sixth
5 line, and inserting in place thereof the words: and
6 town offices with the clerk of the police, district or munic-
-7 ipal court within whose jurisdiction said city or town is
8 located, — and by striking out the words “and for town
9 offices with the town clerk”, in the seventh and eighth

10 lines, —soas toread as follows: Section 204- When cer-
-11 tificates of nomination and nomination papers have been
12 filed, and are in apparent conformity with law, they shall
13 be valid unless objections thereto are made in writing.
14 Such objections to nominations of candidates for state
15 offices shall be filed with the secretary of the common-
-16 wealth, for city and town offices with the clerk of the
17 police, district or municipal court within whose jurisdic-
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18 tion said city or town is located; or in Boston with the
19 election commissioners; and in the case of state offices
20 within the seventy-two week-day hours, in the case of
21 city offices, except in Boston, and in other cities where
22 city charters provide otherwise, within the forty-eight
23 week-day hours, and in the case of town offices within the
24 twenty-four week-day hours, succeeding five o’clock in the
25 afternoon of the last day fixed for the filing of nomination
26 papers for such offices. In Boston such objections shall
27 be filed on or before five o’clock p.m., on the fourteenth
28 day preceding the city election.

1 Section 5. Chapter eight hundred and thirty-five of
2 the acts of the year nineteen hundred and thirteen is
3 hereby amended by striking out section two hundred and
4 five and inserting in place thereof the following new sec-
-5 tion: Section 205. Objections to nomination for state
6 offices and all other questions relating thereto shall be
7 considered by the state ballot law commission; to nomi-
-8 nations for city and town offices, except in Boston, by the
9 police, district or municipal court within whose jurisdic-

-10 tion said city or town is located; in Boston by the ballot
11 law commission of said city. When such objection has
12 been filed as provided by section two hundred and four
13 of this act, notice thereof shall be forthwith mailed by the
14 secretary of the commonwealth or by the clerk of court
15 having such jurisdiction as above described, or election
16 commissioners, respectively, to the candidates affected
17 thereby, addressed to their residences as given in the cer-
-18 tificates of nomination or nomination papers, and to any
19 party committee interested in the nomination to which
20 objection is made. If more candidates bearing the same
21 designation are nominated for an office, otherwise than by
22 nomination papers, than are to be elected thereto, boards
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23 or courts shall determine which candidates, if any, are
24 entitled to such designation. The said boards or courts,
25 respectively, shall cause all matters before it under the
26 provisions of this section to be assigned for hearing within
27 three days after the filing of objections, unless, otherwise
28 specifically by law provided.
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