
HOUSE No. 1463

Bill accompanying the petition of Patrick Russo that gambling be
prohibited in connection with certain sports and contests. Joint
Judiciary. January 19.

.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventeen.

AN ACT
Further to prohibit Gambling in Connection with Certain

Sports and Contests.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter two hundred and fourteen, section seventeen,
2 is hereby amended by striking out, in line eighteen, the
3 words “for hire, reward, commission or compensation in
4 any manner”, and by the addition after the word
5 “manner”, in line twenty-one, of the words: and who-
-6 ever registers a bet or sells a pool ticket, device, book,
7 pamphlet or magazine, or any other thing purporting to
8 entitle the buyer to a share in a pool or in the award of a
9 prize or prizes, the award of which may be dependent

10 upon or connected with the aforesaid result or results in
11 any manner, or has in his possession such bet, pool tickets
12 memorandum of a bet, or such device, book, pamphlet,
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13 magazine or other thing, shall be punished by a fine of
14 not less than fifty dollars nor more than five hundred
15 dollars, or by imprisonment for not more than six months
16 in the house of correction; and a police officer may arrest
17 without a warrant any person known to be in possession
18 of such a bet, pool ticket, memorandum of a bet, or such
19 device, book, pamphlet, magazine or other thing, —so
20 that the amended law shall read as follows: Section 17.
21 Whoever keeps a building or room, or any part thereof,
22 or occupies any place with apparatus, books or any device
23 for the purpose of registering bets or of buying or selling
24 pools, upon the result of a trial or contest of skill, speed
25 or endurance of man, bird, beast or machine, or upon the
26 result of a game, competition, political nomination, ap-
-27 pointment or election, or whoever is present in such place
28 engaged in such business or employment, or being such
29 keeper, occupant or person present as aforesaid, registers
30 such bets, or buys or sells such pools, or is concerned in
31 buying or selling the same; or being the owner, lessee or
32 occupant of a building or room, or part thereof, or private

3 grounds, knowingly permits the same to be used or occu
4 pied for any such purpose; or therein keeps, exhibits, use:

35 or employs, or knowingly permits to be therein kept,
36 exhibited, used or employed, any device or apparatus for
37 registering such bets, or for buying or selling such pools,
38 shall be punished by a fine of not more than two thou-
-39 sand dollars or by imprisonment for not more than one
40 year. And whoever becomes custodian or depository of
41 any pools, money, property or thing of value, in any
42 manner staked or bet upon such result, shall be punished
43 in like manner. And whoever registers a bet or sells a
44 pool ticket or a device, book, pamphlet or magazine, or
45 any other thing purporting to entitle the buyer to a share
46 in a pool or in the award of a prize or prizes, the award
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47 of which may be dependent upon or connected with the
48 aforesaid result or results in any manner, or has in his
49 possession such bet, pool ticket, memorandum of a bet,
50 or such device, book, pamphlet, magazine or other thing,
51 shall be punished by a fine of not less than fifty dollars
52 nor more than five hundred dollars, or by imprisonment
53 for not more than six months in the house of correction,
54 and a police officer may arrest without warrant any per-
-55 son known to be in possession of such bet, pool ticket,
56 memorandum of a bet, or such device, book, pamphlet,
57 magazine or other thing.




