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 About the Farm & Market Report  

 

Commissioner's Column 

Greetings! 
 
With spring shyly upon us, I would first like to wish the many farmers I’ve met and those 
yet to meet, a very successful growing season -- and further, that they may reap the 
rewards of their hard work which keeps the Massachusetts’ agricultural community 
vibrant.  
 
During the first four months of my tenure as Commissioner, I’ve been fortunate to have 
many farmers, commodity associations and agricultural support organizations open their 
doors to me as I’ve embarked on an agricultural “listening tour” across our State. I’ve 
certainly learned a lot during this time and truly look forward to learning more as the 
growing season progresses and agriculture ramps up for another season. I’ve begun to 
recognize the “faces” of Massachusetts agriculture while learning of the concerns and 
interests that will help me and the DAR team shape programs that are effective and well 
targeted.  
 
The contributions of agriculture to the Commonwealth both economically and 
environmentally are major. To that end, I look forward to broadcasting the industry’s 
great work in order to ensure our public’s appreciation of agriculture’s significant input.  
 
The commitment and passion of our agricultural community was again showcased at the 
State House for the ever-popular Agriculture Day on March 18th. Kudos go to the 
farmers, industry members, commodity groups, MA Agricultural Promotion Board, 
MDAR staff, and the many others who worked to make this year’s “AG Day” so 
successful. Due to a bout of the flu I was unfortunately unable to stay for the duration of 
the event but while there, many indicated that it was the best AG Day they had ever 
witnessed. Also some of my former colleagues approached me and commented 
favorably. And thanks to Secretary Ian Bowles that he was able to attend and deliver the 
Governor’s proclamation.  
 
AG Day is also an opportunity for farmers to visit legislators to express their concerns 
and ideas. On the legislative front I am pleased to report that there seems to be growing 
receptiveness to ensuring our agricultural community remains sustainable and viable. To 
this end (and appropriately occurring during the AG Day celebration), we witnessed the 
legislatures’ articulation of support for the dairy industry and the efforts of the Dairy 
Farm Revitalization Task Force through an announcement of the favorable reporting out 
of senate bill 482 (AN ACT Relative to the Preservation of Dairy Farms) by Rep. Smizik 
and Sen. Resor, chairs of the joint Committee on Environment, Natural Resources and 
Agriculture. In addition, the Governor’s budget is very favorable to the agricultural 
community and I remain hopeful that the final Fiscal Year 2009 budget will reflect the 
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governor’s support.  
 
At the grassroots level there are some exciting trends we are seeing which I think bode 
very well for Massachusetts’ agriculture as a whole. We are continuing to see a surge of 
interest around “buy local” efforts including expansion of local farmers’ markets; 
increased opportunities for specialty crops and niche value-added products; and 
innovative grant proposals associated with the continued development of the 
Massachusetts Agricultural Innovation Center for agricultural initiatives related to 
production, education, and energy conservation and efficiency.  
 
Energy conservation and efficiency in particular stand out as a beacon of opportunity for 
the Massachusetts farming community as this has been identified by many as one of the 
highest and most rapidly increasing costs for agricultural production. DAR, in 
cooperation with the Berkshire and Patriot Resource and Conservation Districts, has 
launched the Massachusetts Farm Energy program to work with the farming community 
to identify conservation measures and feasible alternative energy systems. Going 
forward, we expect to see more and more interest in this area and remain hopeful that the 
environmental bond bill (H 4446) will pass at the proposed levels in order to support this 
and other efforts that are important to maintaining the working landscapes and the 
viability of farming across our Commonwealth.  
 
And speaking of energy, this newsletter introduces a number of new people who have 
joined, or will be joining shortly, the DAR team. Their energy and excitement, coupled 
with a wide range of skills and talents, will be a big plus in moving forward DAR’s 
programs and policies for 2008 and beyond. I welcome them on board! 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Doug Petersen, Commissioner  

[back to table of contents]  

 

New Faces on the MDAR team 

DAR is excited to introduce some fresh faces on the DAR team. Some have started 
recently and others will be joining us over the next few weeks. These individuals bring 
with them a wide variety of skill-sets and talents, as well as a high measure of enthusiasm 
and energy. They will be tremendous asset in helping to move forward the policies and 
programs of DAR. In alphabetical order: 
 
Sean Bowen will be joining DAR as Aquaculture Specialist and will be responsible for 
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the development and implementation of programs and policies relative to the 
maintenance and operation of aquaculture facilities in the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts. Mr. Bowen will serve as a contact for aquaculture development in 
Massachusetts, and advocate for the development of aquaculture that is environmentally 
sound and economically efficient. 
 
Lisa Damon: Ms. Damon joined the Department of Agricultural Resources as the 
Farmers' Market Nutrition Coordinator in January. Her duties include overseeing the day 
to day activities of the Farmers' Market Nutrition Program such as writing the state plan, 
training and certifying farmers and markets for program participation, assisting WIC and 
ELDER Affairs. Lisa.Damon@state.ma.us, Tel. 617.626.1731. 
 
Jennifer Forman-Orth, Ph.D joined DAR in February as the State Survey Coordinator, 
working with inspectors from the Bureau of Farm Products and Plant Industries and 
providing outreach and education services to farm, forestry and landowner groups on 
introduced pests of concern to Massachusetts. In addition, she will coordinate the annual 
survey as part of USDA’s Cooperative Agricultural Pest Survey. She comes from UMass 
Boston, where she was employed as a post-doctoral research associate. Her background is 
in invasive plant ecology. Jennifer.Forman-Orth@state.ma.us, Tel: 617.626.1735. 
 
Michael Gold joined DAR as a full-time employee in 2007 and is the Administrative 
Assistant to the Agricultural Preservation Restriction (APR) program. He is responsible 
for developing and providing aggregated, customized APR information to public and 
non-profit professionals. Michael also provides project assistance to internal staff and 
subcontractors. He received his Master’s in Public Administration from Bridgewater 
State College in 2006. Micahel.Gold@state.ma.us, Tel: 617.626.1712. 
 
Dake Henderson provides support for DAR field agents by providing maps of farms 
showing wellhead and surface water protection areas, and wetlands. He supports agents 
by providing maps of nearby farms during disease outbreaks; manages data distribution 
of endangered/threatened species data to the state’s nine Mosquito Control Projects; and 
also coordinates mapping efforts for any aerial spraying done by the state. Mr. Henderson 
is also working on a program to consolidate databases and improve accessibility within 
the Animal Health division. Dake.Henderson@state.ma.us, 617.626.1729.  
 
Daniel Rhodes joined the Department as the Grants Management Specialist in November 
2007. His duties include overseeing and managing grant programs within DAR. He is 
also the grant liaison to EEA. He is responsible for the issuance and management of all 
DAR/SRB procurement RFRs (Request for Response) on the Comm-PASS system; 
ensuring compliance in accordance with OSD regulations; and provides auditing services 
as needed. Daniel.Rhodes@state.ma.us, Tel. 617.626.1728.  
 
Anna Waclawiczek (pronounced Vatz-lava-check) joined DAR in March as Deputy 
Chief of Staff. She is responsible for day-to-day operations, assisting the commissioner 
and assistant commissioner on policy and program initiatives, coordinating with sister 
agencies, and providing marketing support for a wide range of agricultural programs. In 



addition to experience in office management, Anna brings with her a strong marketing 
and PR background from both the private and public sector to help promote DAR’s 
agricultural programs. Anna.Waclawiczek@state.ma.us, Tel: 617.626.1703. 

[back to table of contents]  

 

Farm Viability Program Applications Now Available 

The Farm Viability Enhancement Program is designed to assist farmers in improving the 
economic bottom line and environmental integrity of their operations through the 
development and implementation of business plans tailored to individual farm situations.  
 
Administered by the Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources, the program 
has three phases: In Phase I, a farmer will work with a planning team to develop a plan to 
increase on farm income and preserve the farm’s environmental resources. In Phase II, 
awards of $25,000 up to $75,000 may be available to a farmer to implement strategies 
from his or her plan in exchange for completing selected elements of the plan and 
agreeing to restrict the use of the farm to agricultural uses only by signing a five or ten 
year Agricultural Covenant. Phase III is a reporting phase after completion of the changes 
recommended in the plan. 
 
Any Massachusetts farmer with at least 5 acres of land in agricultural production for the 
past three years is eligible to apply but greater acreage is more competitive in the farm 
selection process.  
 
Typical uses of funds from the Farm Viability Program include building or repairing farm 
structures, modernizing field equipment, delivery vehicles and tractors, improving 
marketing structures, and purchasing food processing equipment.  
 
Over 300 farms have received business planning and technical assistance from the 
Program in the past twelve years. The total value of awards to farms in the same time 
period exceeded $11 million. Over 27,300 acres of farmland has been placed under short-
term Agricultural Covenants. 
 
Applications and program information are available by clicking on this link AGR- FVEP-
09-16, or on line at the Agricultural Resources web site www.mass.gov/agr, or you can 
request a copy of the application by calling the Farm Viability Program at 617-626-1723. 
The deadline for submitting applications is Monday June 23, 2008.  

[back to table of contents]  
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MDAR Energy News 

USDA 9006 Renewable Energy & Energy Efficiency Annual Grant & Grant/Guaranteed 
Loan Program: 
As noted in MDAR’s March 7th and 10th News Bulletins, USDA’s Rural Development 
(RD) annual Section 9006 Renewable Energy & Energy Efficiency Grant & 
Grant/Guaranteed Loan Program has been announced. This year’s Grant Program has two 
rounds, the first due April 15th, 2008, and the next due June 16th, 2008. The combined 
Grant/Guaranteed Loan deadline is also June 16th, 2008. In pro-active preparation of this 
announcement, USDA RD offices across the state have been holding general information 
sessions as well as grant application sessions. MDAR and the Resource Conservation 
Development Area (RCD’s) offices have been supporting and presenting at these sessions 
as well. Please stay in touch with and/or contact your local USDA RD Office for further 
sessions regarding this annual solicitation. The grant will fund up to 25% of total project 
costs for either energy efficiency or renewable energy projects and can be used in 
combination with other grants or incentives. Contact your local RD office and/or refer to 
the following link for more information on this program - 
www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usdahome?contentidonly=true&contentid=2008/03/0072.xml. 
 
New Massachusetts Farm Energy Program (MFEP): 
In conjunction with USDA’s RD 9006 Program noted above, the two year MFEP 
continues with Phase One devoted to helping provide grant writing assistance for 
proposed projects with total costs of $200,000 or less utilizing the Simplified 
Application. The MFEP has selected grant writers from across the state, trained by 
USDA RD Staff, and they are now available, ready and willing to help farms make this 
portion of the process as painless as possible. A number of requests have been received to 
date and screened for eligibility with some now in the process of being offered assistance. 
The assistance is competitive so please visit the RC&D website to if you are interested 
learning more about this effort at 
www.berkshirepioneerrcd.org/mfep/forms/grant_writing_req.php.  
Phase 2 of the two year MFEP, devoted to technical assistance, continues to be organized 
while Phase 3, program evaluation, will follow.  
 
Massachusetts Energy Bill:  
The MA Energy Bill continues in conference as the state’s Senate and House of 
Representatives branches of government attempt to come to agreement on and prepare a 
final version to be sent to the Governor’s office for signature. As noted in last month’s 
F&MR, one of the many new and major provisions of the comprehensive MA Energy 
Bill deals with modifying the existing regulations on net metering, a modification that 
would significantly encourage distributed renewable energy implementation, making on-
site renewable energy generation more attractive for farms as well. The original Senate 
Bill included an “Agricultural Net Metering” classification. Please review this latest 
Senate Bill as well as the House’s version @ www.mass.gov/legis/ and contact your local 
representatives with your comments as these two branches of government convene to 
finalize this effort.  
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Massachusetts Model Wind By-Law: 
MDAR continues to participating with EOEEA, DOER, MTC and consultants regarding 
modifications to the existing Model Wind By-Law that could be used by communities 
across the state. The intent of the by-law is to help establish a reasonable set of standards 
for wind power development for cities and towns. Results of this effort will be found at 
DOER’s website, http://www.mass.gov/doer/. 
 
Massachusetts Flower Growers Association (MFGA) Annual Growers Meeting at 
Cavicchio’s.  
The annual MFGA meeting held at Cavicchio’s Greenhouses in Sudbury, MA on 
February 20th was very well attended and quite successful educating farms about a 
number of issues, including Cavicchio’s brand new wood-chip fired boilers. MDAR 
provided a presentation of various state and federal energy related funding programs 
available. If you couldn’t attend, please visit MDAR’s Energy webpage at 
www.mass.gov/agr/programs/energy/index.htm, for more information on these programs. 

[back to table of contents]  

 

UMass Extension Project Building Model Networks 
among Dairy, Vegetable and Floriculture Farms to 
Grow and Use Shelled Corn for Greenhouse Heat 

This summer UMass extension will be starting a project that will focus on using locally 
grown shelled corn as an alternative fuel to heat greenhouses. Corn is a renewable heat 
source that can be grown and used in Massachusetts more cheaply than fossil fuels, using 
available and proven technology. The production of shelled grain corn was largely 
abandoned in New England because of cheap corn available from the Midwest. As the 
cost of corn from outside the region rises along with fossil fuels, the equation shifts. 
Several dairy and vegetable farmers who have returned to the production and use of 
shelled corn for feed or for heat are finding a positive net income from their investments. 
Vegetable farms that have started growing grain corn find benefits to their crop rotation 
systems, reduced costs of fuel for their greenhouses, as well as a new crop to sell. 
However, barriers in equipment, knowledge and marketing links need to be overcome to 
bring this fuel into more widespread use. Producers need to be assured of a market, users 
need to know there will be adequate supply, and both need to know that the system will 
be reliable, profitable and sustainable. This project will help develop the necessary links 
between producers and users, and will evaluate the cost and benefits for both.  
 
Specifically, we will work with vegetable, floriculture, and dairy farmers to build at least 
two model networks of producers and users that will work together to establish an 
economically viable, sustainable system for producing and/or using shelled corn as a crop 
for greenhouse heat. Each of these networks will consist of at least one producer and at 
least four users, but more participants are possible. We will provide limited cost sharing 
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to help up to ten participating growers purchase and install the equipment necessary to 
burn corn in return for their help in evaluating this system and promoting the resulting 
information. 
 
We will begin accepting applications to the program from vegetable and floriculture 
growers starting in April. All of the information needed to apply will be posted on the 
UMass Vegetable IPM website by April 15th, www.umassvegetable.org and applications 
will go out in the April edition of the VegNotes Newsletter. 

[back to table of contents] 

 

Farmers’ Market Coupon Program Training for 
Growers and Market Managers 

Three training sessions will be held for the Farmers’ Market Coupon Program at the 
following times and locations. Trainings are required for all growers and market 
managers new to the program this season. Coupons cannot be accepted or redeemed prior 
to training and signing a state agreement. If you are unable to attend any of these sessions 
and would like to begin accepting coupons at your farmers’ market please contact Lisa 
Damon at (617) 626-1731 to make other arrangements. Growers and market managers 
returning to the coupon program do not need to attend a training session. Recertification 
information for returning growers and managers will be mailed out in the coming weeks. 
Upcoming trainings for new growers and market managers will be held:  
 
Tuesday, April 22, 2008: 5:00 pm & 6:00 pm - MA building, Big E, 1305 Memorial Ave, 
West Springfield, MA 
Thursday, April 24, 2008: 5:00 pm & 6:00 pm - Waltham Fields Community Farm, 240 
Beaver St. Waltham, MA 
Tuesday, May 6, 2008: 5:00 pm & 6:00 pm - Middleboro Grange, 570 Wareham St. (Rt. 
28), Middleboro, MA 
 
For more information please contact Lisa Damon at MDAR (617) 626-1731 or 
Lisa.Damon@state.ma.us. For updates, visit the Farmers' Market Coupon Program 
webpage: www.mass.gov/agr/markets/farmersmarkets/coupons.htm. 

[back to table of contents] 

 

Farmers’ Markets Seeking Vendors 

For more information regarding Massachusetts Farmers’ Markets, contact David Webber 
at 617-626-1754 or david.webber@state.ma.us 
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Proposed/New Markets: 

 Allston/Harvard University, Wednesdays, 3:00 pm – 7:00 pm, June 18 to October 
29, Seeking specialty vendors such as jams, chocolates, cut flowers, oils, crafts, 
Contact Theresa McCulla at (617) 495-8052 or tmcculla@camail.harvard.edu.  

 Bedford, Monday, 2:00 pm – 6:30 pm, June 16 to October 20th, Seeking cheese, 
Contact Susan Grieb, slgrieb@comcast.net or 781-275-3991.  

 Canton, Dates and times to be announced, Contact Monica Bassila, (781) 830-
8475, or monica.bassila@state.ma.us  

 Dedham, Wednesdays, 1:00 pm – 6:00 pm, Mid July to October, Contact Louise 
Reohr, (781) 686-9027 or louisereohr@hotmail.com.  

 Dracut, Saturdays, 10:00 am – 1:00 pm, August 2 to August 30, Seeking produce, 
honey, jams, preserves, Contact Shannon at 978-458-4478 or recreation@dracut-
ma.us  

 Fairhaven, Sundays, 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm, June 22 to October 19, Seeking farmers, 
cheese, baked goods, herbs, flowers, Contact Ann Richard, 508-991-8315 or 
ann.richard@gmail.com  

 Falmouth, Thursday, Noon – 6:00 pm, June 19 to October 23, Seeking growers 
from Barnstable, Bristol and Plymouth Counties, Contact Heidi Walz, 774-278-
8314 or quissettgardening@comcast.net  

 Osterville, Contact Terri Perry, flowersticks@comcast.net  

Existing Markets: 

 Andover, Saturday, 12:30 pm – 3:30 pm, July 12 to October 11, Seeking cheese, 
Contact Susannah Poland, 978-475-6159 or susannah89@gmail.com  

 Barre, Saturday, 9:00 am – 12:30 pm, May 10 to October 25, Seeking produce, 
Contact Earl Cooley, 978-355-0140 or lisa_d_holloway@yahoo.com  

 Belchertown, Thursday, 2:00 pm – 7:00 pm, June 5 to October 16, Seeking bread, 
cheese, farm crafts, fruit and berries and certified organic produce. Contact Heidi 
Bradway, 413-323-0048 or heidissomethingmore@yahoo.com  

 Belmont, Thursdays, 2:00 pm – 6:30 pm, June 12 to October 30, Seeking cheese 
and maple vendors, Contact Heli Tomford, (617) 484-0170 or 
belmontfarmersmarket@gmail.com  

 Beverly, Monday, 3:30 pm – 6:00 pm, Seeking cheese, Contact Melissa Dimond, 
781-346-6726 or mdimond@thefoodproject.org  

 Boston/City Hall Plaza, Mondays and Wednesdays, 11:00 am – 6:00 pm, May 28 
to November 26, Seeking dairy, cheese, meat, Contact Jeff Cole, 781-893-8222 or 
jeff@massfarmersmarkets.org  

 Boston/Copley Square, Tuesday and Fridays 11:00 am – 6:00 pm, May 20 to 
November 25, Seeking dairy, cheese, eggs, Contact Jeff Cole, 781-893-8222 or 
jeff@massfarmersmarkets.org  

 Brockton City Hall Plaza, Friday, 10:30 am – 1:30 pm, Seeking fruit, vegetables, 
breads, jams, plants, Contact Silvia Carvalho, 508-580-7123 or 
scarvalh@ci.brockton.ma.us  



 Buzzards Bay, Friday 10:00 am – 2:00 pm, July 11 to October 31, Seeking fruit, 
vegetables, baked goods, flowers, Contact Ed Silvia, 508-982-8612  

 Cambridge/Central Square, Mondays, 11:30 am – 6:00 pm, May 19 to November 
24, Seeking cheese, dairy, milk, cream, yogurt, Contact Jeff Cole, 781-893-8222 
or jeff@massfarmersmarkets.org  

 Cambridge/Harvard University, Tuesdays, 12:30 pm -6:00 pm, mid June through 
October, Seeking meat, dairy, cheese and ethnic produce vendors. After two 
highly successful seasons, the market looks forward to an expanded third season. 
Contact Theresa McCulla at (617) 495-8052 or theresa_mcculla@harvard.edu.  

 Carlisle, Saturday, 8:00 am – Noon, July 12 to Late October, Contact Gail 
Constable, 978-371-1925 or gaela@comcast.net  

 Carver, Sunday, Noon – 4:00 pm, June 8 to October 26, Seeking Bread, jams, 
jellies, eggs, fruits, berries and limited space for earth centered crafts, Contact 
Mike Nash, 508-866-2428 or ccmouse@thecia.net  

 Charlestown, Wednesdays, 2:00 pm – 7:00 pm, July 16 to end of October, 
Contact Colleen Justice, 617-241-8866.  

 Chicopee, Wednesdays, 11:00 am – 3:30 pm, Seeking vegetables, Contact Jim 
Sroka, 413-552-1545, x311 or jsroka@valleyopp.com  

 Easton, Tuesday and Saturday, May to October, is seeking to add new vendors for 
its established Farmers' Market, especially certified organic growers and vendors 
selling meats, cheeses, vegetables, fruits and other locally produced products. 
Contact: Jean at 508-238-6049 or Jean@nrtofeaston.org.  

 Fields Corner, Saturday, 9:00 am – Noon, July 5 to October 25, Contact Pat 
Cooke, 617-825-3486 or patrickcooke@verizon.net  

 Framingham/Village Green, Thursdays, 12:30 pm – 5:30 pm, Seeking dairy, 
meat, ethnic vegetables, cheese, eggs, Contact Jeff Cole, 781-893-8222 or 
jeff@massfarmersmarkets.org  

 Great Barrington, Saturdays, 9:00 am – 1:00 pm, May 10 October 25, Seeking 
pasta, granola, fish, jams, jellies, butter, milk, cheese, Contact Rosemary Levine, 
413-528-8950 or rosemarylevine@yahoo.com  

 Great Barrington, Wednesdays, 4:00 pm – 7:00 pm, June 18 to August 27, 
Seeking vegetables and fruit, Contact Michelle Derr, 413-528-0457 or 
wic@chpberkshires.org  

 Great Falls/Turners Falls, Wednesday, 3:00 pm – 6:00 pm, May 7 to October 29, 
Seeking organic farmers, plantings, Contact Don Clegg, 413-774-6719 or 
sealeggsdc@yahoo.com  

 Greenfield, Saturday, 8:00 am – 12:30 pm, May to October is seeking cheese, 
poultry, meats, eggs, annuals/perennials. Contact Devon Whitney-Deal at 413-
625-9907.  

 Groton, Friday, 3:00 pm – 7:00 pm, July 11 to October 10, Seeking dairy/cheese 
vendor, Contact Lili Ott, 978-448-1192 or liliott@juno.com  

 Harvard, Saturday, 9:00 am – Noon, August 8 to Mid November, Seeking dairy 
products, cheese, flowers, Contact Jen Sundeen, 978-456-8974 or 
jensundeen@charter.net  



 Haverhill, Saturdays, 8:00 am – 1:00 pm, July 19 to November 1, Seeking 
specialty items, baked goods, honey, flowers, Contact Stephanie Lesiczka, 978-
373-4377  

 Hingham, Saturday, 10:00 am – 2:00 pm, May 24 to October 25, Seeking bread, 
fall vegetables such as potatoes, turnips, squash, Contact Sylvia Schuler, 617-827-
5335 or hinghamfarmersmarket@yahoo.com  

 Hopkinton, Friday, Noon – 6:00 pm, June 20 to Mid October, Seeking cheese, 
fish, bread, Contact Beth Mezitt, 508-435-6335 or bethm@westonnurseries.com  

 Lanesboro, Wednesdays and Saturdays, 8:00 am – 2:00 pm, Seeking fish, cheese, 
meat, organic produce, pasta, value added products, Contact Ken Wirtes, 413-
499-1012  

 Lee, Friday, 10:00 am – 1:00 pm, May 8 to October 8, Contact Jen or Phil 
Leahey, 413-446-2004 or leaheyfarm@yahoo.com  

 Lenox, Friday, 2:00 pm – 6:00 pm, May 9 to October 17, Seeking jams, jellies, 
fish, pasta, butter, eggs, milk, cheese, Contact Rose Levine, 413-528-8950 or 
rosemarylevine@yahoo.com  

 Lexington, Tuesday, 2:00 pm – 6:00 pm, June to October, Seeking goat and cows 
milk cheese, other dairy products, lamb and sausage, Contact Lori Deliso, 781-
863-6375 or LDSS1@rcn.com  

 Lynn, Thursday, 11:00 am – 3:00 pm, July 3 to October 30, Seeking cheese, fruit, 
prepared foods, crafts, Contact Melissa Dimond, 781-346-6726 or 
mdimond@thefoodproject.org  

 Mansfield, Thursday, 2:00 pm – 6:00 pm, Seeking bread, cheese, Contact Beth 
Flint, 508-339-7115 or bflint1@comcast.net  

 Mattapan, Saturday, 11:00 am – 3:00 pm, July 12 to October 11, Seeking farmers 
and bakers, Contact Vivien Morris, 617-414-6878 or vivien.morris@bmc.org  

 Medford, Thursday, Noon – 7:00 pm, June 19 to October 23, Seeking all types of 
farmers, Contact Nikole Torres, 617-894-3757 or nikolet@gmail.com  

 Middleboro, Saturday, 9:00 am – 1:00 pm, June 14 to October 25, Seeking bread, 
honey, fruits, berries, eggs, jams and jellies and earth related crafts, Contact Mike 
Nash, 508-866-2428 or ccmouse@thecia.com  

 Orange, Thursday, 3:00 pm – 6:00 pm, May 22 to October 16, Seeking cheese, 
prepared foods, crafts, Contact Joseph Cuneo, 978-544-7834 or 
josephcuneo@msn.com  

 Oxford, Sunday, 10:00a m – 1:00 pm, Seeking corn, fruit, Contact Diane Castelo, 
508-987-6002 or dcostelo@town.oxford.ma.us  

 Peabody, Tuesday, 10:00 am – 2:00 pm, Seeking bread, specialty items, Contact 
Blair Haney, 978-538-5770 or blair.haney@peabody-ma.gov  

 Pepperell, July to October, Seeking cheese, produce, eggs, bread, meat, crafts, 
Contact Jim Friend, 978-433-0927 or jfriend@town.pepperell.ma.us  

 Plymouth, Thursday, 2:30 pm– 6:30 pm, June 19 to October 30, Seeking fruit, 
potted and cut herbs, herbal wreaths, grass fed beef, fish, honey, Contact Barbara 
Anglin, 508-732-9962 or sgardener@aol.com  

 Quincy, Friday, 11:30 am – 5:00 pm, June 20 to October 31, Seeking honey, eggs, 
fish, preserves, Contact Anneli Johnson, 617-479-1601 or 
annelijohnson1@netzero.net  



 Rehoboth, Sunday, 10:00 am – 2:00 pm, Seeking all types of farmers, Contact 
Bob Peasley, 508-336-4779  

 Revere Beach, Thursday, Noon – 6:00 pm, Mid July to October, Seeking baked 
goods, fish, dairy and meats, Contact Mary Ann Zizzo, 781-485-6156 or 
mzizzo@partners.com  

 Rochester, Saturday, 8:00 am – Noon, May 10 to October 25, Seeking jam, jelly, 
crafts, conventional produce, flowers, fruit, Contact Meredith Ciaburri, 508-763-
4905 or Meredith@theartisankitchen.com  

 Roxbury/Dudley Town Common, Tuesday and Thursday, 3:00 pm – 7:00 pm, 
June 3 to October 30, Seeking baked goods, meat, eggs, cheese, produce, Contact 
Fern Hickey, 617-442-1322, x13 or jhickey@thefoodproject.org  

 Saugus, Tuesday, 10:00 am – 3:00 pm, Seeking all types of farmers and plant 
products, Contact Peter Rossetti, Jr, 781-233-1855 or peterrossettijr@aol.com  

 Shelburne Falls, Friday, 3:00 pm - 7:00 pm, May 30 to October 10, Contact Ivy 
Palmer, 413-625-8174 (no calls after 7:00 pm), or pitchforkfarm@yahoo.com  

 Somerville/Davis Square, Wednesdays, Noon – 6:00 pm, Seeking dairy products, 
Contact Jeff Cole, 781-893-8222 or jeff@massfarmersmarkets.org  

 South Boston, Monday, 10:00 am – 6:00 pm, July 28 to October 27, Seeking 
produce, baked goods, Contact Mary Lou Rosher, 617-464-5858 or 
marosher@sbchc.org  

 Springfield Cooperative, Saturday, 7:00 am – 11:00 am, May 3 to October 25, 
Seeking Summer vendors from July through October, no fee, Contact Al Fini, 
413-786-1012 or finiplants@aol.com  

 Springfield/Mason Square, Saturday, 10:00 am – 2:00 pm, July 12 to October 4, 
Seeking fruit, flowers, herbs, honey, crafters, Contact Tasha Moultrie, 413-297-
5495 or tasham@foodbankwma.org  

 Springfield/Tower Square, Wednesday, 10:00 am – 3:00 pm, June 4 to September 
24, Seeking produce, Contact Annette Scheidecker, 413-733-2171 or 
ascheidecker@towersquare.net  

 Topsfield, Saturday, 7:00 am – Noon, July 12 to September 27, Seeking 
vegetables, fruit, eggs, Contact Jane Cook, 978-922-1648  

 Ware, Saturday, 10:00 am – 2:00pm, May 10 to October 25, Seeking all farm 
products and crafts, Contact Melissa Weise, 508-397-9042 or 
info@warefarmersmarket.org  

 Wayland, Wednesday, Noon – 5:00 pm, June 25 to October 8, Seeking cheese, 
meat, Contact Peg Mallett, 508-358-2283 or pegm@comcast.net  

 Westford, Tuesday, 3:00 pm - 7:00pm, June 24 thru October, Market "on the 
Common" looking for vendors (Agri-food). Beautiful grassy site! Contact: 
gloria.gilbert6@verizon.net or call 978-392-1424  

 Worcester/Chandler Street, Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 9:30 am – 2:00 pm, 
June 16 to October 27, Seeking organic produce, honey, maple, specialty crops, 
Contact Andrew O’Keefe, 508-753-7761  

 Worcester/UMass Medical, Tuesday, 1:00 pm – 5:00 pm July 8 to October 30, 
Seeking organic produce and specialty crops, Contact Andrew O’Keefe, 508-753-
7761  



The Massachusetts Turnpike Authority is once again offering to our 
valuable patrons a unique opportunity to buy and sell products at our 2008 
Farmer’s 
 
This year’s annual 

Market.  

MassPike Farmers Market Program will begin on Thursday, 
May 22, 2008 and run through fall 2008. We invite all Massachusetts farmers to sell their 
freshly grown fruits and vegetables as well as their made in Massachusetts products. On a 
first come, first serve basis, free selling space is made available at all eleven (11) service 
areas. Farmers can sell their goods as long as they do not compete with the service area 
stores and restaurants. 
 
The service areas available for the Farmers Market are located in Lee (east/west), 
Blandford (east/west), Ludlow (east/west), Charlton (east/west), Westboro(west), 
Framingham (west) and Natick (east). If you are interested in participating in this year’s 
program or have any questions, please contact David Fenton at (413) 572-3171. You can 
also send an e-mail to: dave.fenton@masspike.com. The MassPike is looking forward to 
a successful 2008 Farmer’s Market Program!  
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New Dates for Public Hearings on the Proposed 
Agricultural Preservation Restriction Program (APR) 

Regulations 

PUBLIC MEETING NOTICES: Notice to all Massachusetts Residents. A public 
meeting will be held Friday, May 9, 2008, 1:00 pm at the Deerfield Town Hall, 8 
Conway Street, South Deerfield, MA and on Tuesday, May 13, 2008, 1:00 pm at the 
Waltham Experiment Station, 240 Beaver Street, Waltham, MA to inform residents and 
solicit public comment on the proposed Agricultural Preservation Restriction Program 
(APR) Regulations. The Regulations were sunset in the mid-1990’s, during the Weld 
Administration. Input from both private individuals and the public sector as well as from 
program staff, has indicated a need for regulations to be re-established in order to 
standardize the Program’s policies, procedures and applicant processes. Standardization 
of the Program’s processes will help to further the Department’s goal of clarifying its 
decision-making actions.  
For a copy of the proposed DRAFT regulations, click here, or contact Chris Chisholm at 
Chris.Chisholm@state.ma.us. 

*Written comments accepted from May 9th until May 27, 2008 @ 5:00 p.m.  
Comments can be mailed to:  
Attention: APR Regulations 
Department of Agricultural Resources 
251 Causeway Street, Suite 500 

http://www.masspike.com/travel/fmp.html�
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Boston, MA 02114 
OR  
e-mailed to: APR.regs@state.ma.us. 
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New Fruit and Vegetable Nutrition Resources Available 
on DAR's Website 

The Massachusetts Fruit & Vegetable Council (MN&VNC) is proud to provide new 
materials which can be used throughout the year. The resources can help you spread the 
important message about the health benefits of eating plenty of fruits and vegetables.  
 
Included on this web page please find four new resources which will help you to integrate 
the fruit and vegetable nutrition message into your programs or community activities. 
The information can be used in a newsletter; health education materials; distributed at 
fairs, made available to clients or patients in a waiting room; submitted to a local 
newspaper or used as background information for an interview. You decide what makes 
the most sense to your group or organization. 

 Fruits and & Veggies – More Matters™ Promotional Kit - This fresh new 
campaign replaces the old “5 a Day” Message with a simplified message that aims 
to motivate consumers to eat more fruits & vegetables. The information in this 
packet covers many areas including what is a portion size, how much is enough 
and tips on how to include fruits and vegetables in community and school 
settings.  

 Farm to Table : Working with Local Farmers to Access Fresh Fruits and 
Vegetables: Resource Guide - This resource highlights programs and 
organizations throughout the state that have integrated locally-grown, fresh 
produce within their setting.  

 The Benefits of Adequate Fruit and Vegetable Intake: An Annotated Bibliography 
- This tool provides up-to-date information on evidence-based research on the 
benefits of fruit and vegetable consumption and its relationship to health.  

 Get Smart! ... Six new Get Smart materials developed by the Produce for Better 
Health Foundation to help get the word about the importance of using fruits and 
vegetables in taste easy ways.  

To view the materials go to: www.mass.gov/agr/massgrown/nutritioncouncil. 
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Massachusetts Envirothon slated for May 6-7 at 
Hopkinton State Park 

More than 300 Bay State high school students from 46 public and private schools across 
the commonwealth are expected to compete in the 21st annual Massachusetts Envirothon 
on Tuesday, May 6th and Wednesday, May 7th at Hopkinton State Park in Hopkinton, 
Mass.  
 
This year’s competition has been expanded to accommodate an increased number of 
participants. Each team will participate on their choice of one of the two field 
competition days at Hopkinton State Park. The four teams that score the highest in the 
field competition will then go on to finals on Saturday, May 17th at the Doyle 
Conservation Center in Leominster. 
 
At the outdoor field competition event, teams of five students will rotate through four 
“eco-stations” where they will demonstrate their environmental knowledge through 
hands-on activities such as soil analysis, plant identification, tree measuring and 
investigation of water insects. Alternate team members will also be formed into teams 
and compete at eco-stations. 
 
Each team will also give a presentation on their research into the year’s designated 
current issue before a panel of judges that includes environmental professionals from 
government agencies, non-profit organizations, academia and private industry. The final 
competition on May 17th will consist of only each finalist team’s current issue 
presentation. 
 
This year’s current issue is “Outdoor Recreation and the Environment.” In preparation, 
teams are asked to go outdoors and explore recreation issues in their own community. 
Teams will identify a key recreational issue or opportunity, and make recommendations 
for steps that their community should take to address it. 
 
“Students who participate in the Massachusetts Envirothon today will be the 
environmental and clean energy innovators of tomorrow. The hands-on nature of this 
competition is key to its success in engaging students to think critically about a range of 
environmental challenges and devise creative, effective solutions,” Energy and 
Environmental Affairs Secretary Ian Bowles said. “With this year’s theme of Outdoor 
Recreation, what better place to host the Envirothon than the Department of Conservation 
and Recreation’s wonderful Hopkinton State Park?” 
 
Teams prepare for the Massachusetts Envirothon throughout the year through classroom 
curricula and workshops. Teams research the current issue in their own community prior 
to the event. Many teams also work to earn Community Research and Community Action 
awards. 
 
For more information on the Massachusetts Envirothon visit www.maenvirothon.org.  

http://www.maenvirothon.org/
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2008 Grazing Workshop Series 

The Northeast Organic Farming Association/Massachusetts Chapter (NOFA/Mass), the 
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and the University of 
Massachusetts Extension have organized a series of Grazing Workshops as a continuing 
education resource for Massachusetts farmers. Topics at each event will vary, but will 
include pasture management, organic transition and herd health, forage species, soil 
fertility, fencing and water systems, and summer and winter grazing. All pasture walks 
will take place from 10:00 - 1:00 (unless otherwise noted). Please bring your own lunch.  
 
For more information on any of these sessions, contact Winton Pitcoff, NOFA/Mass, at 
winton@nofamass.org or 413-634-5728; Steve Herbert, UMass Extension, at 413-545-
2250 or sherbert@pssci.umass.edu; or Tom Akin, NRCS, at 413-253-4365 or 
thomas.akin@ma.usda.gov. 
 
More details about each of these sessions, including directions to the farms, can be found 
at www.nofamass.org/programs/organicdairy/index.php. Download a printable 
version of this information at www.umass.edu/cdl/2008Graze.pdf.  

 Transitioning a Dairy Herd from Winter to Summer Feed, Tuesday, May 6, 
10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Rocky Acres Farm, 690 Coy Hill Road, Warren, MA  

 Small Ruminant Management, Wednesday, June 4, 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Crystal Brook Farm, 192 Tuttle Road, Sterling, MA  

 Transitioning to Organic Dairy / NRCS Resources, Saturday, June 21, 11:00 
a.m. – 2:00 p.m., Robinson Farm, 42 Jackson Road, Hardwick, MA  

 Organic Dairy Transition, Thursday, July 10, 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m., Colrain 
Dairy Farm, 270 Greenfield Road, Colrain, MA  

 Raising and Marketing Grass-Fed Meat, Thursday, July 24, 10:00 p.m. – 1:00 
p.m. Wheel-View Farm, 212 Reynolds Road, Shelburne, MA 
Through the USDA Grassland Reserve Program, the Wheelers received technical 
and financial assistance from NRCS to clear approximately 20-acres of 
overgrown pasture and EQIP funds to improve the management of nutrients on 
over 100 acres of hay land.  

 Small Scale Dairies and Alternative Forages, August 18, 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
- Bostrom Farm, 95 Green River Road, Greenfield, MA. With assistance from 
NRCS, the Bostroms will make barnyard improvements to manage runoff from 
feeding and loafing areas, livestock access to pastures will be improved, and a 
CNMP will be developed to improve nutrient management on hayland.  

 Infrastructure on Mixed-Livestock Farms, Tuesday, September 9, 10:00 a.m. – 
1:00 p.m. Tufts University Farm, North Grafton, MA  

This series of workshops has been funded by CROPP Cooperative’s Farmers Advocating 
for Organics (FAFO) Fund. 
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MA Farm Bureau Requests for Proposals -  
Farmers Live Animal Marketing Exchange (FLAME) 

MASSACHUSETTS FARM BUREAU FEDERATION, INC. - Request for Proposals - 
Farmers Live Animal Marketing Exchange (FLAME) 
 
Procuring Entity: Massachusetts Farm Bureau Federation, Inc. 
466 Chestnut Street, Ashland, MA 01721 
Douglas P. Gillespie, Acting Executive Director, 508-881-4766, 
doug@massfarmbureau.com 
 
Deadline for Responses: June 1, 2008 
 
Purpose of Request: 
Massachusetts Farm Bureau Federation, Inc. (MFBF) is the majority stockholder of 
Farmers Live Animal Marketing Exchange (FLAME). The facility, located on Great 
Road in Littleton, MA has successfully marketed cattle, swine, sheep, goats and other 
species since it opened its doors in 1967. Despite decreases in numbers of livestock 
within the region, FLAME has become the largest livestock market in New England, 
drawing animals from all six states as well as some from outside the region. 
 
FLAME has become an essential part of livestock marketing, providing a site for weekly 
auctions and related transactions. The current business model has resulted in an 
operational deficit, which remains despite an adjustment of fees. MFBF is seeking 
proposals for alternative operational strategies, including, but not limited to, a leasing of 
the FLAME facility by a private vendor or another organization, partnerships with MFBF 
from other organizations, state or federal support for existing operating model, or other 
possibilities. Any and all creative proposals are encouraged. 
 
Background Information: 

 During 2007 the FLAME facility marketed approximately 15,000 large livestock 
(cull cows, steers, bulls and heifers) and 21,000 smaller livestock (calves, swine, 
goats and sheep) as well as various poultry and rabbits. Total 2007 yardage was 
$155,859.  

 The facility is staffed full-time by a manager and one other employee. On sale 
days, 3-6 additional persons are hired to assist.  

 The facility provides a venue for a weekly Tuesday auction sale conducted by 
Brighton Commission Company. Brighton collects all funds, and is the bonded 
agent to pay consignors. Brighton pays yardage to FLAME.  

 The FLAME facility consists of a 150’x 160’ indoor stockyards facility built in 
1966-67 and surrounding parking area. An adjacent retail store and warehouse is 
currently leased to a local Agway affiliate. All access to the site is by road.  



 FLAME operations and fees are governed by USDA Packer & Stockyards Act, as 
administered by USDA Packer & Stockyards Administration. The site is subject 
to regulatory review by USDA/APHIS, MA Department of Agricultural 
Resources (Biosecurity & Regulatory Services) and MSPCA, amongst others.  

[back to table of contents] 

 

Meet with International Buyers at the Summer Fancy 
Food Show 

Meet with international buyers the day before the Summer Fancy Food Show, June 28th. 
We are offering a low-cost opportunity to meet with visiting buyers from Canada, 
Moscow, South Korea, the United Arab Emirates, the United Kingdom, Singapore and 
Costa Rica in New York City the day before the 2008 Summer Fancy Food Show. 
 
We will set you up with one-on-one buyer/supplier meetings that you choose (first-come, 
first-served). You will set up at a draped table and we move the buyers to meet with you. 
The early registration fee is $75 and the early registration deadline is May 26, 2008. For 
registrations received after that date, the fee will be $125. The final deadline to register 
for this unique opportunity is June 6, 2008. 
 
The buyers mission will take place on Saturday, June 28, 2008 at the Jacob K. Javits 
Convention Center, 655 West 34th Street, New York, NY 10001. For more information 
contact bonita.oehlke@state.ma.us. 
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Massachusetts Christmas Tree Association - 50th 
Anniversary Meeting 

June 26-28, 2008 - Ioka Valley Farm, Hancock, MA - In association with the biennial 
conference of the New England Christmas Tree Alliance. 
 
The 50th anniversary celebration of the Massachusetts Christmas Tree Association 
(MCTA) will be celebrated at the Ioka Valley Farm in Hancock, Massachusetts on June 
26-28, 2008. Ioka Valley Farm is nestled in the Berkshires and Taconic Hills in the 
Hancock Valley. Ioka is an Indian word meaning beautiful. The farm is located just 
minutes from Pittsfield, MA, Albany, NY, and Bennington, VT. All the New England 
states, eastern New York, and Canada are expected to attend. 
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MCTA, the Massachusetts Christmas Tree Association, came into form
being on November 2

al 
2, 1958. 

www.christmas-trees.org/  
 
NECTA, the New England Christmas Tree Alliance with representatives appointed from 
all New England associations, was formed in the mid 1990’s and has organized biennial 
winter conferences in Nashua, NH. The first very successful on-farm biennial conference 
was celebrated September 2006 on the Tonry Farm, Hampton Falls, NH.  
 
Initial plans for the June 26-28, 2008 conference include: 

 Field tours, demonstrations, seminars, pesticide credits, alternate program  
 Leab Family Farm ----four seasons (spring, summer, fall, and winter) of farm fun 

for ages 1 -101 which include: the sugar house experience and pancake 
breakfasts, strawberries, beef, Uncle Don’s barnyard, blueberries, pumpkins, and 
Christmas trees. http://www.taconic.net/iokavalleyfarm/  

 State associations to hold their summer meetings if required.  
 Tents and nearby buildings for meetings, seminars, meals, and exhibits. A large 

outdoor area in addition to tent space will be available for commercial exhibitors 
and demonstrations.  

 A locally grown and raised banquet featuring Ioka grass-fed beef is planned for 
Friday June 27th. A pancake breakfast “in their own” seasonal restaurant adjacent 
to their sugar house is available Saturday by registration. Food booths for lunch 
available on site.  

• Special motel rates have been negotiated with Jiminy Peak and other local motels. On 
site camping is available for self contained units; other local campgrounds are available. 
Many Berkshire museums and cultural events as well as Jiminy Peak activities may be of 
interest to all family members so plan an extended stay!  
 
Peter A. Sweet, Seekonk Tree Farm, 32 Seekonk Cross Rd., Great Barrington, MA 
01230, psweet1@roadrunner.com Phone: (413)-528-0050. 
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Updated Publications from UMass Extension 

*PROFESSIONAL MANAGEMENT GUIDE FOR INSECTS, DISEASES AND 
WEEDS OF TREES AND SHRUBS IN NEW ENGLAND 
Price: Replacement update alone $26, update plus three-ring binder $30, 2008-09 Edition. 
Pesticide label registration changes every year in all states and you can only legally apply 
pesticides according to the current year’s label. This updated 2008-09 guide tells you 
what is current and legal for use in all the New England states and is the way for you to 
stay current with pesticide information. If you already have the 2003 version, this is the 
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updated supplement for pesticide information. Remember, if you’re a pesticide 
applicator, it’s the law! Created by UMass Extension professionals, this manual offers the 
latest on virtually all the insects, diseases, and weeds of woody plants in New England; 
current and legal listings of chemical compounds labeled for the management of these 
pests; integrated pest management (IPM) considerations for most of these pests; 
environmentally friendly alternatives in pest management such as horticultural oils, 
soaps, biologicals, etc.; and Growing Degree Day (GDD) information for most of the 
insect pests of woody plants. 
 
*PLANTING AND MAINTAINING SUSTAINABLE LANDSCPAES: A GUIDE FOR 
PUBLIC OFFICIALS AND THE GREEN INDUSTRY - Price: $15.00. An updated and 
reprinted collection of fact sheets, including Trees and Shrubs for Low Maintenance 
Landscapes; Recommendations for Planting and Maintaining Trees and Shrubs; 
Integrated Pest Management and Plant Health Care; Streetscape Design and Planting; 
Selecting Turfgrasses for Low Maintenance Sites; Turf Pesticides and the Environment; 
Children’s Protection Act and School IPM Plans; and Guidelines for Planting within the 
100 Foot Wetland Buffer. 
 
*CULTURAL PRACTICE PROBLEMS OF TREES AND SHRUBS IN THE 
LANDSCAPE AND NURSERY - Price: $17.00. A concise compilation of the most 
recent research on cultural practice problems of trees and shrubs in the landscape and 
nursery. Highlights the many cultural practice pitfalls associated with woody plants in the 
nursery, landscape, and urban forest. Written for professional horticulturalists, landscape 
designers, municipal grounds managers and master gardeners. 
 
ORDERING INFORMATION - Order online at: umassextensionbookstore.com - Call 
the UMass Extension Bookstore at 413-545-2717. 
To have an order form mailed or faxed, contact UMass Extensin at 413-545-0895 or 
eweeks@umext.umass.edu. All orders are shipped USPS Media Rate, charged at a 
standardized rate of $5.00 for the first item ordered, and $1.00 for each additional item 
per order. Allow 7-10 business days for delivery. Make checks payable to: UMass. Send 
to: UMass Extension Bookstore, Slobody Bldg., 101 University Dr. - Ste A4, Amherst, 
MA 01002-2385 
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The Massachusetts Flower Growers' Association offer 
Scholarship Award 

The Massachusetts Flower Growers' Association will 
sponsor a scholarship award of up to $4000
d
 

.00 
epending on length of study. 

http://www.massflowergrowers.com/�
http://www.mass.gov/agr/news/fmr/2008/2_april_may.htm#contents


Eligibility: 
1. Applicant must major in a course of study 
agricultural sciences. 
2. Applicant must be a resident of the Common
of one year prior to submitting an application. 
3
 

in Floriculture, Horticulture or related 

wealth of Massachusetts for a minimum 

. Completed applications must be submitted by May 15th of the year to be awarded. 

Click here for details; Click here for application [PDF]. 
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 Promotion Committee announces its Third Annual 3-A-
ay of Dairy poster contest. 

Contest rules: 

 11 size  

 three dairy products in your drawing.  
 Spelling counts.  

lthy 

ecome the property of Mass. Dairy Industry Promotion. 

ll entries must be received by April 25th.

The Third Annual 3-A-Day of Dairy Poster Contest 

Massachusetts Dairy Industry
D
 

 Entries must be submitted on white drawing paper, 8 ½ x
 You can use markers, crayons, colored pencils, or paint  
 You must include

Be original, be creative, and try to include a slogan to promote strong bones and hea
eating. Contest is open to all children in Massachusetts grades K-6. All entries will 
b
 
A  Winners will be notified by May 9, 2008. 

0 Savings Bond, 2nd Place = $100 Savings Bond, 3rd Place = $50 
avings Bond 

t 
l receive four tickets to the Big E and an invitation to be in the 

arade on Mass. Day. 

and # 

 
1st Place = $20
S
 
Winning entries will be enlarged and displayed in the dairy booth the Mass. Building a
the Big E. Winners wil
p
 
Teachers: Please fill inculde School name, addess, phone, name, grade, Principal, 
of students submitting drawingsout entry form on reverse side. Questions…. call 
Margaret Hanson @508-867-5136. Click here for details, click here for entry form. 

lease mail to: 66 Smith & Hanson Rd., N. Brookfield, MA 01535.P  

ass. 
Day Festivities. The Posters will become the winner’s property at the end of the fair. 

 
Previous contest winners have had the opportunity to meet the Governor during the M

http://www.mass.gov/agr/news/fmr/2008/dairy_contest_entry_form.jpg
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Massachusetts Agriculture Calendar Photo Contest 

als 
test 

sources Conservation Service and Massachusetts Agriculture in the 
Classroom, Inc. Winning photos will be featured in the 2009 Massachusetts Agriculture 

Returns 

Amateur photographers, farmers, who enjoy capturing local rural scenes, farm anim
and fresh produce are invited to enter the Massachusetts Agriculture Photo Con
sponsored by the Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources, the USDA 
Natural Re

Calendar. 

Twelve photos will be selected, one for each month. ***12 photos will be selected, one 
for each month. We look to feature photos that represent the vitality and diversity of 
Commonwealth’s farms, crops and products throughout the seasons. Last year winners 
can be found at www.Mass.gov/Massgrown (click on “Calendar of Events”). For farmers, 

tion! 

y 

e fair, and 

 click on Calendar at 

its a great way to promote your farm opera

Winning photographers will be credited in the 
calendar, will be invited to attend a winner’s ceremon
at the Eastern States Exposition (The Big E) in 
Springfield in September and tickets to th
will receive copies of the calendar.To view last 
year’s winners,
www.mass.gov/agr. Deadline for photographs: 

the 2008 Calendar photo contest, click here

June 1, 2008. 
 
For guidlines and an entry form (in PDF) for , 
or contact Rick LeBlanc, richard.leblanc@state.ma.us. For judging purposes, all entries 

ed (not emailed). 

[back to table of contents]

have to be printed and mail

 

 

NEWS FROM USDA 
 

$2 Million Awarded for Sustainable Agriculture - Eight 
Awards in MA 

http://www.mass.gov/agr/events/index.htm�


The Northeast Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education (SARE) program recently 
awarded about $2 million in grants in five categories. 

 Research and Education Grants: Ranging from $30,000 to $150,000 or more, 
these grants fund projects that usually involve scientists, producers, and others in 
an interdisciplinary approach.  

 Professional Development Grants: To spread the knowledge about sustainable 
concepts and practices, these projects educate Cooperative Extension Service staff
and other ag professionals.  

 

 Producer Grants: Producers apply for grants that typically run between $1,000 and
$15,000 to conduct research, marketing and demonstration projects and sha

 
re the 

results with other farmers and ranchers.  
 On Farm Research/Partnership: Supports on-farm research by Extension, NRCS, 

and/or nonprofit organizations. Northeast, Southern and Western regions.  
unity Innovation Sustainable Comm : Forges connections between sustainable 

.  agriculture and rural community development. Northeast and Southern regions

Massachusetts awards:  
Beginning farmer business training and education partnership project - Judith Gillan, 
New England Small Farm Institute, Belchertown MA 
“Exploring the Small Farm Dream,” a course in decision making and farm planning, 
been field-tested by the applicant and is ready for wider use. The project manager will 
identify partners around the Northeast whose constituents will likely benefit from the 
training. Orientation for these groups will include a

has 

 discussion of new farmers, their 
needs, and their interests. Of the 200 service providers initially engaged, 30 will join the 

ing their 
0. 

project and ten will receive a full year of mentoring in program delivery, increas
capacity to support entry-level farmers. $135,63

Perimeter and internal trap cropping in organic winter squash - Nancy Hanson, 
Hampshire College Farm Center, Amherst MA 
A previous SARE-funded study of perimeter trap cropping for control of cucumber b
in winter squash has led to this project, where internal trap crop rows will be tried to see 
if they act as additiona
sc
results will be disseminated during the 2008 NOFA conference as well as through growe
publications. $4,846. 
 

eetle 

l sinks for this beetle. Randomized, replicated blocks will be 
outed for beetles and compared with perimeter plants only and with controls, and 

r 

Integrating poultry and sheep on vegetable cropping land for increased economic return 
and enhanced fertility - Peter Lowy, Pete and Jen's Backyard Birds, Concord MA Farms 
on the urban fringe are pressured to show more profit per acre because land values are
high. The farmer will explor
in
add new farm products, and reduce labor costs by controlling pasture growth through 
two-phase grazing. $7,807. 
 

 
e a diversification model where sheep and chickens become 

tegrated into a vegetable operation. The goal is to break weed, disease, and pest cycles, 

Martha's Vineyard poultry program - Ali Bertow, Island Grown Initiative, Vinyard Haven 

http://www.smallfarm.org/
http://www.smallfarm.org/
http://www.smallfarm.org/
http://www.smallfarm.org/
http://www.smallfarm.org/


MA. There are challenges to meat production, which involves slaughter, that grow
when farms are on an island. The project manager will expan
p
markets where demand for local food is high. Outreach will be through local and 
mainstream media as well as the agricultural press. $9,397. 
 

 larger 
d the use of a new mobile 

oultry processing unit and provide training to farmers on how to raise birds for on-island 

Connecting farmers and community to grow year-round sales of local agriculture 
products - Kelly Coleman, Community Involved in Sustaining Agriculture, South 
Deerfield MA. An established buy-local campaign will expand to include winter products 
like meat, cheese, fiber, and eggs. The project manager will dev
a
opportunities, and will also use searchable databases, links, web pages, and e-mail to 
encourage consumers to buy local through the winter. $9,968. 
 

elop outreach materials 
nd will build on an existing e-business workshop to make farmers aware of marketing 

Target: Hunger farmers' markets in Springfield and North Berkshire, Jo Comerford, F
Bank of Western Massachusetts, Hatfield MA. Farmers’ markets have a range of 
community benefits, and one sometimes overlooked is the potential to improve nutritio
in low-income areas. The project manager will expand markets into Sp
N
and incentives. Expected results include measurable increases in sales, especially via 
Electronic Benefits Transfer and Food Stamp reimbursement. $7,457. 
 

ood 

n 
ringfield and 

orth Berkshire to increase access to local foods; this effort will be enhanced by outreach 

Bringing us together: A project to develop and strengthen the connections to our farms - 
June House, Town of Rehoboth, Massachusetts, Rehoboth MA. An inventory and 
assessment of farmer needs can guide planning and secure the position of agriculture
part of the local economy. The project manager will do survey work, develop the resu
into a rep
b
environmental features and land-use constraints can affect community development. 
$7,178. 
 

 as 
lts 

ort, write and produce an educational and marketing brochure for residents and 
usinesses, and develop GIS data that will support better planning by mapping how 

Pilot investment project -Dorothy Suput, Third Sector New England, Boston, MA. This
expands on previous SARE funding, and allows the Carrot Project, a non-profit that seek
lending alternatives fo

 
s 

r farmers, to refine a new business model for debt financing. The 
project manager will work with two farmers to test and refine the application process, 

 banking 

ut, Delaware, 
Maine, Massachusetts, Maryland, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, 

, Vermont, West Virginia, and Washington, D.C.  
To learn more, go to www.uvm.edu/~nesare

establish relationships with lenders, and develop credibility in the lending and
community. $10,000. 

Northeast SARE offers grants to farmers, agricultural service providers, and 
agriculturally-oriented nonprofits. Northeast SARE serves Connectic

Pennsylvania, Rhode Island
 or call 802/656-0471. 
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harvest the Rewards of their Land Stewardship with the 
ram 

ged to contact 
eir local USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) office to determine if 

Farmers in Western and Southeastern MA Invited to 

Conservation Security Prog

Sign-up is Friday, April 18 through Friday, May 16, 2008: 
Massachusetts farmers with land in the Narragansett Bay and middle Connecticut River 
watersheds and who practice good soil and water conservation are encoura
th
they are eligible to sign-up for the Conservation Security Program (CSP). 
 
INFORMATION SESSIONS - fa
b

rmers are invited to attend information sessions now 
eing scheduled. Click here for dates, times and locations and please check back as 

e 
 

 Island in the Narragansett Bay watershed, are potentially eligible for 
SP this year. CSP is offered nationwide on a rotational basis in as many watersheds as 

ional 

sit their local USDA service center; 
cations are listed on-line at http://offices.usda.gov

additional sessions may be added. 
 
More than 350 farmers and nearly 41,000 acres of land in MA and New Hampshire in th
Connecticut River watershed, and more than 300 farmers and nearly 20,000 acres of land
in MA and Rhode
C
funding allows.  
 
CSP is a voluntary conservation program that supports ongoing stewardship of private, 
agricultural working lands and rewards those producers who are meeting the highest 
standards of conservation and environmental management on their operations. Addit
information on CSP, including eligible watersheds and a CSP self-assessment workbook 
is available on-line. Farmers may also call or vi
lo  or in the phone book under Federal 

ng 
n 

ent activities could include limited pesticide applications, renewable 
nergy generation, and widening existing riparian forest buffers for restoring critical 

orkbook – available on the web or from local NRCS offices – to find out if their 
.  

h 

 
rmine if 

Government, U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
 
Payments can include three components: 1) an annual stewardship component for the 
base level of conservation treatment, 2) an annual component for maintenance of existi
conservation practices, and 3) an enhancement component for exceptional conservatio
effort. Enhancem
e
stream habitat.  
 
To apply for CSP, NRCS asks potential participants to complete a CSP self-assessment 
w
operation meets the requirements of the program and qualifies for program participation
 
The self-assessment process is completed using a self-screening questionnaire for eac
land use to be enrolled. When this process is completed, the producer submits the CSP 
workbook to the local NRCS office during the sign-up period and meets with NRCS
personnel to go over any additional needed documentation. NRCS will then dete

http://www.ma.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/CSP/index.html
http://www.ma.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/CSP/CSP_2008_infosessions.html


eligibility requirements are met and provide options for the producer's decision on 
enrollment category placement. NRCS held the first CSP sign-up in 2004. This 
announcement brings the number of watersheds enrolled to 331 across the nation, 

s that have been eligible for the program. 

[back to table of contents]

covering 247.7 million acre

 

 

IN EVERY ISSUE 

, 

er plant 

ed, and inground pool. $674,900. 
s 

. 
first 

M 

promote the 
apply, 

t sara.porth@uvm.edu.  

ated Lauren Cab; JD semi 

.  
, 

 1’ 1’ x 5’ Oak Stakes at 1:00 ea. White Pine and Hemlock, 
180 

ith slip clutch, 508-886-2595 - $165.00  

CLASSIFIED ADS 

 Ashburnham farm on 48+ acres (in APR) with 19th century farmhouse
attached in-law wing, and a 2-year-old 8400-square-foot Westbrook solar poly 
greenhouse capable of supporting a commercial wholesale contain
business. The land includes 20 open acres of hayfields and fenced pasture, a run-
in shed, chicken house, woodsh
www.42CoreyHillRoad.com. Contact Maureen Harmonay, RE/MAX Tradition
for more info: 978-502-5800.  

 Looking for a dump truck full of organic manure, delivered. Need for mid 
April. Call 978-652-5186 or email lroy152@comcast.net.  

 Amherst Farmers' Market is hiring a market manager for the 2008 season
Responsible for the daily operations of the AFM on Saturdays beginning the 
weekend in May through the third weekend in November. This is a part-time 
hourly position and requires managing market operations for 8-9.5 hours on 
Saturday, plus an additional 2-3 hours per week on non-market days. AF
believes that non market hours will decrease in the later part of the year, but 
wishes to build them in to give the manager opportunity to 
AFM.Compensation will be $12-$14 per hour based on experience. To 
please send cover letter and resume to: Casey Steinberg at 
oldfriendsfarm@vegemail.com or Sara Porth a

 For Sale: Modine propane-fired heater model 100, BTU/Hr output 80,000 - 
$500.00 Call Ed Stockman at 413-634-5024.  

 For sale: Hesston 5566 DT row crop 50 HP 4 wdr w/he
mount 4 btm plow; Hale 3 X 4 pump; Osmis 6 X 6 pump. All equipment in 
excellent condition. Please call Gene@ 413 896 0475

 SHEEP SHEARING: Small flocks are my specialty. Also shear llamas, alpacas
angora goats. Twinbrook@att.net or 781-929-5618.  

 Tomato Stakes New
Dimensional lumber cut to order. White Oak Forest Products 413-687-7
Belchertown, MA.  

 X New PTO Shaft 30’ long w
 Pair of rims- fits J.D. 900-30’x 12’ six holes with center dish $400.00 or best 

offer. Contact 508-886-2595  
 1987 GMC – 26,000 GVW Dump – need TLC $2,500. Contact 508-886-2595  



 Devon Beef Cattle - Pure bred Devon cattle 
hormone & antibiotic free. 2003, 2006 and 2007 bulls. Very nice '07 he
Beautiful '01 bred cow, consistant producer. 

for sale. Always grass fed. Always 
ifer cross. 

http://mysite.verizon.net/vzeqiiw2/chimneyhilldevons/id8.html. Email 
all Shelley at 978-724-3351 for pictures.  

rces 
cation. E-mail, fax 

eport, Mass. Dept. of Agricultural Resources, 251 
Causeway Street, Suite 500, Boston, MA 02114, fax: 617-626-1850, 

state.ma.us

(ssnsk@verizon.net) or c

How to Place a Classified Ad 

Classified ads are accepted free-of charge on a first-come basis. Be sure to include a 
phone number. No display ads will be accepted. Only one ad per business/individual per 
issue, unless space permits. Ads may run in consecutive issues, space permitting. Ads 
must be of interest to Massachusetts farmers. The Mass. Dept. of Agricultural Resou
reserves the right to refuse any listing it deems inappropriate for publi
or mail ads to: Farm & Market R

Richard.LeBlanc@ . 
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CALENDAR 

 April 8: The Basics of Plant Problem Diagnosis - Sponsored by UMass Ext. 
Floriculture Program and the Northeast SARE Program, 10am to 3:15pm. 
Ramada Inn (Darling’s Restaurant) Route 114, Seekonk, MA. Training for gard
center employees, horticulture retailers and growers interested in diagnosing p
problems. Customers routinely have problem plants and/or horticulture related 
questions and look for answers. The basics of plant diseases, insect, soils
cultural related problems associated with growing plants will be presented. T
pesticide recertification credits has been approved for this program. For 

en 
lant 

 and 
hree 

u.  
information: UMass Floriculture Program, Paul Lopes, 508-295-2212 x 24 
lopes@umext.umass.eduor Tina Smith 413-545-5306 tsmith@umext.umassa.ed

 April 17: Changes to Chapter 61, 7pm-8:30pm - Peabody Institute Librar
Gordon Room in Danvers, MA. Co-sponsored by the Essex County Greenbelt 
Assoc. and The Trustees of Reservations. Changes to the Chapter 61 land 
classification program were enacted at the end of 2006. This workshop will cov
how the changes make it easier for landowners
substantial property tax relief in exchange for keeping far

y's 

er 
 to enroll in Chapter 61 and receive 

m, forestry, scenic or 
recreational land undeveloped. More info. at: 
http://essexcountyforum.org/comingworkshops46.html.  

 May 9 & 10th: The Northeast Highland Cattle Association's Annual Spring 
Gathering will be held in Mercer, Pennsylvania at the 4-H Park during the 
Atlantic Highland Association's Spring Classic Weekend, Steer show w
2PM on Friday, May 9th with the Junior Showmanship show immediately 
following. NEHCA's annual meeting will begin with a coffee hour at 

Mid-
ill begin at 

http://www.mass.gov/agr/news/fmr/2008/2_april_may.htm#contents
http://www.highlandcattle.org/nehca


4:30PM/meeting at 5PM Friday, May 9th in the conference room at The Inn at 
Mercer/Comfort Inn. The Open Show is scheduled for 10AM, Saturday, May 
10th. Spectators are welcome on both Friday and Saturday. An hospitality tabl
will be

e 
 provided by NEHCA during Saturday's events, with a social hour after the 

show. Visit highlandcattle.org/nehca or highlandcattle.org/maha for 
info.  

 

more 

May 10: Biomass and Renewable
Community College, Gardner. MA Agriculture in the Classroom is sp

 Energy Workshop, Mt. Wachusett 
onsoring an 

c/Workshops/Mount%20Wachusett.htm
education workshop for teachers. 
www.umass.edu/umext/ma   

 May 24, 25: The Massachusetts Sheep and Woolcraft Fair, Cummington, MA - 
www.masheepwool.org.  

 June 26 - 28: Massachusetts Christmas Tree Association 50th Anniversa
Meeting, Ioka Valley Farm, Hancock, MA. In association with 
conference of the New Engla

ry 
the biennial 

nd Christmas Tree Alliance, www.christmas-
trees.org. For more info., Peter A. Sweet, Seekonk Tree Farm, 
psweet1@roadrunner.com.  

 July 23: The Great Ideas Summer Conference! Sponsored by: The 
Massachusetts Flower Growers Association (MFGA) and Massachusetts Nursery 
Landscape Association (MNLA) at The Crane Estate, Ipswich, MA. Join 
Massachusetts' largest green industry associations - MFGA and MNLA - f
fifth annual collaborative event, the 2008 Summer Meeting and Trade Show o
Wednesday, July 23, 2008 at one of t

or their 
n 

he region’s most scenic, historically 
 important and ecologically diverse landscapes…The Crane Estate. For more

information go to www.mnla.com.  
 November 5 - 7: New England Greenhouse Conference and Expo, DCU 

Center, Worcester, MA. If you are a garden center or greenhouse retailer, or
grower of bedding plants, perennials, outdoor cut flowers, or potted 

 
plants, don’t 

miss this event! For more information about the New England Greenhouse 
Conference and Expo, visit the web site, www.negreenhouse.org.  

*** If you have events you would like listed to our new AG industry calendar webpage, 
ming_upwww.mass.gov/agr/events/co , or  

Consumer events at: www.mass.gov/agr/events, email Rick LeBlanc at 
ate.ma.us. 
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Department of Agricultural Resources, Doug Peter
 
251 Causeway St., Sui

sen, Commissioner 

te 500, Boston, MA 02114 
617-626-1700, fax 617-626-1850 
www.Mass.gov/AGR 

 Scott J. Soares, Assistant Commissioner 
 Anna Waclawiczek, Deputy Chief of Staff  
 Mary Jordan, Director of Agricultural Development, Mary.Jordan@state.ma.us 
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