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Farm & Market Report Schedule Change 

Due to budget considerations, the previously scheduled July-August issue of the Farm & Market 
Report has been postponed and is now planned as an August-September issue. The following 
time-sensitive news is being sent only to the Farm & Market Report e-mail list. Please share this 
information with anyone you know who normally receives a paper copy. Thank you. 
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Commissioner's Column 

by Douglas P. Gillespie 

Well Summer has arrived, and it appears that the threatened drought conditions have subsided; 
in fact many farmers report their fields are so wet that they can harvest the first cutting of hay! At 
any rate, the weather is never just right, and we learn to adapt! 

DAR is adapting to the fiscal realities in state government. Revenues received by the state in May 
were down 26 percent from May of last year; the worst month during the past year, so the state’s 
fiscal situation isn't getting better. We are anticipating further budget reductions, but are 
attempting to avoid any further staff reductions. The core of department employees are continuing 
to service our clientele in the most professional manner possible. 
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While we expect to continue providing the inspection services required by law, some of our 
discretionary programs, such as “Buy Local” marketing initiatives and commodity marketing 
grants are not likely to be funded during the new fiscal year. However, we hope to continue 
providing farmers with important tools to use to build their businesses. The new federal farm bill 
enhances the toolbox available to our farmers, and I encourage you to take advantage of this 
opportunity! 

Today's agriculture in Massachusetts is changing, and we're changing with it. DAR will provide 
added bio-security services in an attempt to prevent bio-terrorism breaches through plant or 
animal diseases or pests. The legislature recently added another responsibility for DAR when it 
established the Retired Greyhound Care & Adoption Program. We continually try to work out the 
“growing pains” facing the APR program to make it stronger for the future. IPM faces severe 
budget constraints, and we're exploring alternative methods of funding this important farm 
program. The Department will come through these many challenges even stronger, thanks in 
large part to the support that we've received from the farming community. Your letters and calls to 
Representatives and Senators have helped greatly, and we appreciate your support. 

Two staff changes within DAR recently: Rich Hubbard has returned to his previous position as 
Chief of the Land Use Bureau, and Kent Lage has been promoted to Assistant Commissioner. 
Kent and I will take a team approach to strengthening the department and servicing our farming 
clientele and others. You can rest assured that we have the strongest possible team in place at 
DAR in order to serve you. 

Summer is also fair season in Massachusetts! Take the time to support your local agricultural 
fairs, as they are critical in educating the public about Massachusetts agriculture. I'll see you 
there! 

[back to contents] 

Get Your Tomatoes Ready for the 2002 Massachusetts Tomato 
Contest 

Farmers from across Massachusetts will go stem to stem at Boston's City Hall Plaza, Monday, 
August 19 during the New England Vegetable and Berry Growers Association's 18th Annual 
Tomato Contest. This friendly competition is designed to heighten awareness of one of the most 
popular local crops of the summer months – tomatoes. 

Chefs, food writers and other experts will judge the tomatoes on flavor, quality, color and shape, 
with categories including slicing, cherry, heirloom and heaviest. Members of NEVBGA will receive 
registration information in the mail soon. If you are not a member of NEVBGA and would like the 
information sent to you, please contact David Webber at 617-626-1754 or 
david.webber@state.ma.us. 

[back to contents] 

Massachusetts Farmers' Market Week to be Held August 18-24 

Massachusetts farmers’ markets and their importance to farmers as well as local communities will 
be highlighted during Massachusetts Farmers’ Market Week to be held the week of August 18th. 
Sponsored by the Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources and Federation of 
Massachusetts Farmers’ Markets, farmers’ markets around the state will be celebrating the week 
by holding special events. Past events have included chef cooking demonstrations, music, raffles, 
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children's activities and more. A kick-off event is being planned for Boston's City Hall Plaza 
Farmers’ Market on Monday August 19 in conjunction with the annual tomato contest. For more 
information, contact David Webber at 617-626-1754 or david.webber@state.ma.us. 

[back to contents] 

First Annual Southeastern Massachusetts Agricultural Partnership 
“Tour des Farms” Cycling and Farm Harvest Tasting Tour 

The First Annual SEMAP “Tour des Farms,” cycling and farm harvest tasting tour will be held 
Sunday September 22, 2002. This unique cycling and tasting tour, which will start and end at 
Westport Rivers Vineyard and Winery in Westport, Massachusetts, will take riders through scenic 
Dartmouth, Westport and Eastern Rhode Island. Along the route, riders will be able to stop in at 
participating farms and taste the locally grown bounty of the Southcoast, including fresh produce, 
herbs, cheeses, beefalo and homemade ice cream, as well as purchase additional products at a 
farmers’ market at Westport Rivers Vineyard. 

Varying ride lengths and tour routes are offered so there will be enjoyable opportunities for 
families as well as more experienced cyclists. Three routes/loops of 12, 18 and 21 miles, will take 
riders through historic New England villages, and past farms and vineyards with breath-taking 
coastal vistas. 

Registration fees and sponsorship minimums for the Tour de Farms are as follows: · Individual : 
$10 registration/$100 sponsorship minimum per cyclist · Families: $10 registration/$200 
sponsorship minimum per family · Adult Teams: $10 per cyclist registration/$100 sponsorship 
minimum per cyclist · Youth Teams: $10 per cyclist registration/$400 minimum sponsorship per 
team · Walkers: $10 registration/$100 sponsorship per walker 

The “Tour des Farms” is sponsored by, and is a fundraising event for the Southeastern 
Massachusetts Agricultural Partnership (SEMAP). SEMAP is a coalition of farmers, consumers, 
and industry representatives who are working together to raise consumer awareness of the value 
of farming and farmland throughout Southeastern Massachusetts in an effort to keep area farms 
economically viable and protect valuable working farmland and open space. 

For more information on the “Tour des Farms” or for registration information, contact John Bullard 
at UMass Dartmouth, 508-999-8895 or on-line at www.umassd.edu/SEMAP. The registration 
deadline is September 12. 

[back to contents] 

USDA Makes $33 Million in Grants Available to Promote Energy, 
Value-Added Ventures 

Secretary of Agriculture Ann M. Veneman has announced that $33 million in grants is available to 
producer-owned processing businesses for value-added agricultural development. Flame 
resistant clothing and cups made from corn-based fibers. Dairy bottles made from corn-based 
plastics. New energy sources through agriculture. These are just a few of the many examples of 
value-added products that Veneman says are bring new opportunities to U.S. farmers and 
producers. 

"Agriculture is one of the most technically advanced industries in America and these grants will 
promote more innovation and opportunities for producers," said Veneman. "In addition to opening 
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new markets for agricultural products, these grant funds will encourage investment and further 
exploration and development of alternative energy sources as outlined in the President's energy 
plan." 

Ventures in which agricultural producers add value to their products through processing, 
segregation, or other means are eligible to apply for grants. Grants can be awarded for such 
activities as conducting feasibility analyses, developing business and marketing plans, or for use 
as working capital while the venture develops cash flow. 

Grant funds cannot be used for the development or acquisition of buildings or other facilities, or to 
purchase, rent or install fixed equipment. The maximum allowable grant is $500,000, and grant 
recipients must provide one-to-one matching funds. 

Applications must be completed and submitted to USDA Rural Development, 451 West Street, 
Amherst, MA 01002 by 4:00 pm (EST) on Thursday, August 8, 2002. This office serves a three 
state area that includes Massachusetts, Connecticut and Rhode Island. For further information, 
call 413-253-4302 or 800-532-8015 or visit www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/coops/vadg.htm.  

[back to contents] 

New England Sheep Sale - July 19 & 20, 2002 

The 60th New England Sheep Sale will be held on July 19 & 20, 2002 at the BIG E Agricultural 
Complex, West Springfield, Massachusetts. The New England Sheep and Wool Growers 
Association (NESWGA) sponsor the sale, held in conjunction with the Northeast Youth Sheep 
Show. Additional events and activities are scheduled with the sale to make this a truly BIG 
EVENT! 

The sale, to date, has about 160 head entered representing the following breeds: Cheviots, 
Corriedales, Cotswolds, Dorpers, Hampshires, Horned Dorsets, Polled Dorsets, Montadales, 
Oxfords, Natural Coloreds, Romneys, Shropshires, Southdowns, Suffolks, Targhees and Tunis. 
Post entries are always welcomed. 

Friday, July 19th 

 9:00 AM -- showing of the sale sheep starts with the Cheviot Show. The rest of the sale 
sheep follow alphabetically. Mark Johnson, a noted judge and Southdown breeder from 
Sandwich, IL, will be placing the classes.  

 5:00 to 7:00 PM -- the NESWGA Family Barbecue featuring New England lamb. 
Reservations must be made for this event also by contacting Claudette Choma by 
Monday July 15th at 860-684-4315. The lamb will be barbecued on the spit this year with 
all the fixings! The cost of the barbecue will be $10.00 for adults and $6.00 for children.  

 5:00 PM – NESWGA annual meeting in the Agricultural Complex. 
 7:00 PM -- Supreme Champion Selection Show. The breed champions will vie for top 

honors and a $100 cash award that is presented to the Supreme Champion Ram and 
Supreme Champion Ewe of the New England Sale.  

 7:00 PM -- Scotch Auction fundraiser for the NESWGA Scholarship Fund. Several 
interesting items are donated, tickets sold and drawings made. All proceeds go directly 
into the NESWGA Scholarship Fund which supports two college scholarships each year. 
Donated items can be brought directly to the event or contact Pat Poitras, NESWGA 
secretary, at 413-283-9852. 
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 Immediately following the Supreme Champion Selection Show an Ice Cream Social is 
scheduled. Free ice cream and all of the toppings is provided for this event! All shepherds 
and friends are welcomed!  

Saturday, July 20 

 9:00 AM -- New England Sheep Sale. Billy MacCauley of Atglen, PA, will call the sale. 
Buyer registration will take place prior to the start of the sale along with a buyer's raffle. 
Sale credits of $200 and $100 will be raffled of to help buyers toward the purchases of 
their animals. There are several other groups that have buyers credits available for youth. 

 After the sheep sale, a Used Equipment Auction is held. Any sheep-related item will be 
sold through the sale. Consignments are taken up to 8:00 PM, Friday evening July 19. 
Already committed to sell is an excellent Featherlite Trailer! The net proceeds from this 
auction go to the Northeast Youth Sheep Show. 

For further information on the activities and a sale catalog please contact: Becky Peterson, Sale 
Manager, 41 Bell Rd., Leyden, MA 01337, phone/fax: 413-624-5562, orvalbc@shaysnet.com. 

[back to contents] 

A Salute to New England Specialty Foods 

Friday, September 27, 2002  
Massachusetts Building  
The Big E (Eastern States Exposition), Springfield, Massachusetts 

You're invited to sample and sell on the front lawn of the Massachusetts Building as part of the 
Salute to New England Specialty Foods Day at the Big E. There is no cost. Participation is limited 
to 20 - first come, first served. If you would like information contact Bonita Oehlke at 
bonita.oehlke@state.ma.us. 

[back to contents] 

Massachusetts Turnpike Seeks Growers for Farmers' Markets 

The Massachusetts Turnpike Authority invites farmers to participate in this year's Farmers' Market 
Program. Free selling space will be made available at all of the turnpike's new and improved 
service centers, on a first come, first served basis. The newly constructed and enlarged service 
centers feature Exxon Gas and Circle K Convenience stores, along with many new food concepts 
including: McDonald's, Papa Gino's, D'Angelo's, Boston Market, Dunkin Donuts, Honey Dew 
Donuts and Ben and Jerry's Ice Cream. The markets will continue through the Fall. For more 
information contact David Fenton at 781-431-5192 or dave.fenton@ma.state.ma.us. 

[back to contents] 

Organic Conference Promises Education and Fun 

NOFA is expanding the already bountiful schedule of their annual Organic Conference, to be held 
August 8-11, 2002 at Hampshire College in Amherst, Mass. 
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To kick off the four-day event, farmer, author, and family man Joel Salatin will lead a special 
eight-hour intensive workshop on incorporating livestock and plant-animal symbiotic relationships 
in food production. The pre-conference is limited to 200 participants and will be held on the 
afternoon of Thursday, August 8 and the morning of Friday, August 9. Salatin, who practices this 
whole farm planning in Virginia, also will give the conference's keynote address on Friday 
evening. 

The main event begins Friday afternoon and lasts through Sunday. More than 150 adult 
workshops offer information on a wide range of topics, including basic and advanced organic 
farming and gardening, animal husbandry, homesteading, herbs and flowers, practical skills, 
sustainable building, land care, food safety and politics, organic activism, nutrition and health 
care, spirituality and more. 

Concurrent with the adult workshops are a children's conference, a preteen conference, and a 
teen conference, all of which offer fun, age-appropriate workshops and plenty of social time for 
kids 2-17. 

A parade will kick off the old-fashioned country fair, and a lively farmers' and crafters' market is 
planned for Saturday afternoon. Other weekend fun includes a contradance with live music, a 
children's musical entertainer, an open mike coffeehouse, zydeco dancing, a lively debate, a 
storyteller-musician, and informal gatherings and discussions. 

Exhibitors will offer an array of information and products, and a food court will feature organic 
fare. Dorm rooms, camping, and organic meals are available at reasonable rates. 

For more information, contact Julie Rawson at 978-355-2853 or jackkitt@aol.com or visit 
http://ma.nofa.org. 

[back to contents] 

 

Classified Ads 

 Nigerian Dwarf Dairy Goats; Old Mountain Farm. Expecting many kids between June and 
November! Sired by "Stonewall's Orbison", MCH Rosasharn's Patrick Quin and Green 
Gate Sky King. Over 23 years of practical goat experience. Raise healthy, friendly, 
milking/show quality NDs (blue and brown eyed). Herd is CAE tested Negative regularly 
and HES scored annually by Harvey Considine (with several "Excellents"). Never any CL 
or Johnes. We will bottle raise kids upon request and sometimes have adult does (bred 
or in milk) and breeding bucks available. Our wethers make wonderful pets! We enjoy 
meeting/helping other goat enthusiasts and of course, we look for opportunities to show 
off our goats! Located in southern Maine. Visit us on the web at 
http://www.oldmountainfarm.com. To schedule a farm visit or to recieve a Kidding 
Schedule / Sales List email us at olmtfarm@gwi.net or call 207-361-2126.  

 Sherwood Consultants is a small business advisor specializing in the food and 
agricultural field. Our primary focus is on business and market planning and growth. We 
also work with individuals and agencies on grant proposals for economic development . 
Please call us at 617-232-8818 or e-mail us at Sherconsl@aol.com and ask for our 
brochure. Woody Pratt, President. 

 Farm for rent: 50 tiestall pipeline dairy barn, 50 acres pasture, 60 acres ahy land, heifer 
housing, machinery available. Quentin Antes, 413-369-8029. 
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 For sale: used books and pamphlets on gardening, farming, beekeeping and other 
agricultural subjects. Nancy L. Dole Books & Ephemera, ndole@crocker.com, 413-625-
2210, 32 Bridge Street, Shelburne Falls, MA 01370. 

 For sale: 4 yr old blueberry plants. Patriot, Bluejay, Blueray, Bluecrop. 2 gal, 30"-36". Call 
978-534-0037. 

 For sale: Agrilink hay basket. Excellent condition. $2,000. Call Dave, 508-886-2317. 
 Natural-colored Corriedale-cross lambs, all twins and triplets. $75 or $125/pr breeding 

stock; $65/lb market lambs. Chickering Farm, Dover, MA, 508-785-1570. 
 White Rock pullets. Ready to go late August. $6.50 each. 781-878-6920, leave message. 
 New Monosem, 2 row pull type. Planted less than 10 acres. Clean. Must sell: too "heavy 

duty" for my tractor. Easily converted to 4 row. Call Coll Walker, 401-635-4722. 
 Half bushel, 1 1/9 bushel waxed vegetable cartons, 5 dozen green mesh corn bags & 

more. Empire Packaging Co., 800-562-5520. 
 Subscribe to the New England Farm Bulletin. $17/year includes 2 free farm classifieds or 

$17 in free information booklets, monthly publication, annual almanac, New England fairs 
and farmers' market directory, monthly farm classifieds and features, access to rare farm 
topics and more! NEFB, Dept. MA, PO Box 67, Taunton, MA 02780. 

[back to contents] 

 

About the Farm & Market Report 

Published bi-monthly by: 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts,  
Jane Swift, Governor 
Executive Office of Environmental Affairs,  
Bob Durand, Secretary 
Department of Agricultural Resources,  
Douglas P. Gillespie, Commissioner 
251 Causeway Street, Suite 500,  
Boston, MA 02114 
617-626-1700, fax 617-626-1850 
www.mass.gov/dfa   

 Kent Lage, Assistant Commissioner and Chief of Staff, Kent.Lage@state.ma.us 
 Mary Jordan, Director of Agricultural Development, Mary.Jordan@state.ma.us 
 Richard Hubbard, Chief, Bureau of Land Use, Richard.Hubbard@state.ma.us 
 Steven Quinn, Chief, Bureau of Fairs, Steven.Quinn@state.ma.us 
 James Hines, Director of Dairy Services and Animal Health, James.Hines@state.ma.us 
 Dr. David Sherman, Chief, Bureau of Animal Health, David.Sherman@state.ma.us 
 Brad Mitchell, Director of Regulatory Services, Brad.Mitchell@state.ma.us 
 Diane Baedeker Petit, News Room Coordinator and Farm & Market Report editor, 

Diane.Baedeker@state.ma.us 
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