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Presidential Emergency Declaration Due to Recent Ice Storm 
  
Special Note: On behalf of the Department of Agricultural Resources we regret learning of the 
losses that many recently sustained from the recent ice storms affecting various locations 
throughout the Commonwealth. You may be aware that Governor Deval Patrick has requested 
Presidential Emergency Declaration that may free up assistance for recovery efforts. At this time, 
it is important that any farmers who have suffered physical losses on their farms due to the ice 
storm report those losses to their local County Farm Service Agency (FSA) offices. This will allow 
FSA to maintain a record should future benefits become available. 
  
Best, 
Scott J. Soares 
Assistant Commissioner  
Chief-of-Staff 
  

 

Opportunity for Ag Composters and Others to Provide Input to 
MassDEP Waste Management Policy  

Agricultural operations who are engaged in composting, energy generation from waste materials, 
or who may be seeking to find ways to utilize waste materials generated by on-farm activities, 
should be aware of a series of MassDEP stakeholder meetings over the next few weeks.  

MassDEP is reviewing its policies for the management of solid waste and is planning to update 
the state's Solid Waste Management Plan (SWMP).  In this revised approach to solid waste 
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management,  MassDEP would like to consider waste as a material with value – both financially 
and as a natural resource-  and  "develop the markets and infrastructure that will conserve and 
capitalize on that value rather than squander it."  

To help MassDEP identify market strategies for the future management of solid waste, MassDEP 
is holding six public meetings across the state.  They want to hear from citizens, businesses, 
municipal officials and other stakeholders about their best ideas for managing solid waste.  They 
want to "think outside the box" about questions like: 

 How can we collectively shift from a "waste management" to a "materials management" 
system?  

 How can we work with product manufacturers, distributors and retailers to prevent waste 
from being generated in the first place?  

 How can we increase the amount of waste that is reused, recycled, and composted?  
 How can we encourage recycling markets to grow without depending on government 

subsidies?  
 How can we encourage entrepreneurs to develop new uses for materials that are 

recovered from waste? What are the best ways to stimulate new markets that recover 
the maximum value from these materials?   

 What materials should we focus on in the short term, and what strategies should be 
started now for longer term benefits?  

 How can we get the most value from materials that cannot be recycled or reused?  
 How effective is the waste incinerator moratorium at meeting our goals of increasing 

recycling, enhancing environmental performance and spurring new technologies?  
 How can we get the best environmental performance from our materials management 

system at reasonable cost?  

The meetings will be held at the following locations:  

 Thursday, December 11, 2008 - 6:00-9:00 pm - MassDEP Central Regional Office - 627 
Main Street, Worcester, MA 01608  

 Tuesday, December 16, 2008 - 6:00-9:00 pm - MassDEP Northeast Regional Office - 
205B Lowell Street, Wilmington, MA 01887  

 Tuesday, January 6, 2009 - 6:00-9:00 pm - Holyoke Community College - Kittredge 
Center, 303 Homestead Avenue, Holyoke, MA 01040  

 Thursday, January 8, 2009 - 5:00-8:00 pm - Lakeville Public Library - 4 Precinct Street, 
Lakeville, MA 02347  

 Tuesday, January 13, 2009 - 6:00-9:00 pm - Berkshire Community College - 
Koussevitsky Arts Center, Room K110, 1350 West Street, Pittsfield, MA 01201  

For more information go to 
http://www.mass.gov/dep/public/hearings/smwpmtgs.htm 

 
  
Farm Energy Discount Update 
  
The Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources (MDAR) and the Massachusetts 
Department of Public Utilities have been working together over the last few months to clarify the 
provisions of the Farm Energy Discount Program.  While local gas and electric distribution 
companies (LDC’s) as well as municipal plants are required to provide the discount, there has 
been much confusion as to whether competitive electric and natural gas providers (competitive 
suppliers) have the same obligation to provide the discount.  

http://www.mass.gov/dep/about/region/centralr.htm#directions
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We have concluded that trying to impose and enforce the Farm Energy Discount Program on 
competitive suppliers is not possible because the rates charged by competitive suppliers are not 
regulated. However farms still have a means to pursue a discounted commodity rate when 
shopping for competitive supply:  
 
  

 Find out from your LDC or municipal light plant how much they will charge you for gas or 
electricity, including the 10% discount.  

 Have a conversation with your LDC representative to better understand past and existing 
rates and possibly even discuss future projected rates. While LDC rates are set by 
tariff, this information can be leveraged to negotiate with several competitive suppliers 
and brokers to ensure that any proposal is competitive with your LDC’s discounted 
rate.  

 Work with competitive suppliers, brokers, and LDC’s to negotiate lower energy supply 
prices to achieve an equivalent discounted rate, or other favorable terms and 
conditions.  

Currently MDAR is tracking and will be posting companies that provide the discount on the Farm 
Energy Discount Program web page, http://www.mass.gov/agr/admin/farmenergy.htm. For more 
information, please contact MDAR’s Renewable Energy Coordinator, Gerry Palano at 617-626-
1706, Gerald.Palano@state.ma.us. 

 
  
Energy Audits and Incentives Offered to Massachusetts Farmers 
Farmers across Massachusetts who are interested in becoming more energy efficient are invited to 
apply for a new Audits and Incentives Program offered by the Massachusetts Farm Energy Program 
(MFEP). The program will provide energy audits, renewable energy assessments, and financial 
incentives for implementation of audit recommendations, including those recommended by public utility 
programs.   
The MFEP has negotiated with energy consultants to provide audits and assessments to farmers at a 
lower cost than they would pay on their own, and to provide funding so farmers will only be responsible 
for 25 percent of the cost. Currently, farms served by municipal utilities do not have access to a free 
energy audit.  
Although farms served by public utilities can receive a free energy audit, those audits do not address 
other fuels such as heating oil and propane which account for the majority of  energy use on many 
farms.  The MFEP will provide auditing services to fill these gaps.  
In addition, the MFEP will pay incentives of up to $7,500 for implementation of recommended 
measures, with greater incentives to farms with less access to other audits and incentives programs.  
Incentives are based on energy savings for fuel oil, propane, electricity, and natural gas.    
For more information and to apply, go to 
http://www.berkshirepioneerrcd.org/mfep/energy.php.  
Although emphasis is on energy conservation and efficiency, there will be some funding opportunities 
for renewable energy projects, especially those projects that are not eligible for other renewable energy 
programs.  Up to $5000 will be paid for implementation of on-farm renewable energy systems.  
The intent of the audits and incentives program is to encourage farmers to implement at least 50 
percent of the recommended measures. The MFEP also assists farmers in leveraging funds from other 
programs in order to help with the cost of energy improvements.  For example, the MFEP will again 
assist eligible farmers in applying to the USDA-Rural Energy for America Program (REAP), which is a 

mailto:Gerald.Palano@state.ma.us
http://www.berkshirepioneerrcd.org/mfep/energy.php


nationally competitive grant program that funds projects at 25% and offers loan guarantees of 50%.  
Other than the MFEP, USDA-REAP is the only program that some farmers can apply for.  
  

 

Dairy Farmers Info Sessions 

The Department continues to set milestones in the implementation of the various pieces of the 
Dairy Farm Preservation Act. To this end, DAR has been holding informational sessions 
throughout the state in order for dairy farmers and other interested parties to have an opportunity 
to gain critical updates on the progress being made on the Income Tax Credit Program.  The next 
scheduled session is at 11:00am, Friday, December 19, 2008 at the Massachusetts College of 
Liberal Arts, Church Street Center, Social Hall, in North Adams. Due to the chance of severe 
weather, there is a chance that the meeting may be postponed. Interested participants should 
check their local media outlets.  

If you were unable to attend the other informational sessions (held in Foxborough, Shrewsbury, 
and South Deerfield), and would like a copy of the presentation, please contact Bill Gillmeister at 
617.626.1811 or William.Gillmeister@state.ma.us.  

 

 Requests for Proposals for Federal-State Market Improvement 
Grant Program (FSMIP) 

Funded by the United States Department of Agriculture In Cooperation with The Massachusetts 
Department of Agricultural Resources 
AVAILABLE FUNDING FOR 2009 
FSMIP is funded by annual appropriations to the Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS), USDA.  AMS 
anticipates that approximately $1.3 million will be available for support for this program in fiscal year 
(FY) 2009.  Approximately 25 projects are funded each year.  The average grant award is $50,000 
Eligibility 
In accordance with authorizing legislation, FSMIP funds can be allotted to State Departments of 
Agriculture, State Agricultural Experiment Stations, and other appropriate Agencies. State agencies 
under the authorizing legislation should assume the lead role in FSMIP projects, and use cooperative or 
contractual linkages with other agencies, universities, institutions, and producer, industry or community-
based organizations, as appropriate.  Multi-State projects are encouraged, as long as one State 
assumes the coordinating role, using appropriate cooperative arrangements with the other States 
involved. 

Program Scope 
FSMIP funds a wide range of applied research projects that address barriers, challenges, and 
opportunities in marketing, transportation, and distribution of U.S. food and agricultural products 
domestically and internationally. Eligible agricultural categories include livestock, livestock products, 
food and feed crops, fish and shellfish, horticulture, viticulture, apiary, and forest products and 
processed or manufactured products derived from such commodities.  Reflecting the growing diversity 
of U.S. agriculture, in recent years, FSMIP has funded projects dealing with nutraceuticals, bioenergy, 
compost, and products made from agricultural residues. Proposals may deal with barriers, challenges 
or opportunities manifesting at any stage of the marketing chain including direct, wholesale, and retail.  
Proposals may involve small, medium or large-scale agricultural entities but should potentially benefit 
multiple producers or agribusinesses.  Proprietary proposals that benefit one business or individual will 
not be considered. 
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Proposals that address issues of importance at the State, regional or national level are appropriate for 
FSMIP.  FSMIP also seeks unique proposals on a smaller scale that may serve as pilot projects or case 
studies useful as a model for others.  Of particular interest are proposals that reflect a collaborative 
approach between the States, academia, the farm sector and other appropriate entities and 
stakeholders. 
FSMIP’s enabling legislation authorizes projects to: 
• Determine the best methods for processing, preparing for market, packing; handling, transporting, 
storing, distributing, and marketing agricultural pro0ducts. 
• Determine the costs of marketing agricultural products in their various forms and through various 
channels. 
• Assist in the development of more efficient marketing methods, practices and facilities to bring about 
more efficient and orderly marketing, and reduce the price spread between the producer and the 
consumer. 
• Develop and improve standards of quality, condition, quantity, grade and packaging in order to 
encourage uniformity and consistency in commercial practices. 
• Eliminate artificial barriers to the free movement of agricultural products in commercial channels. 
• Foster new/expanded domestic/foreign markets and new/expanded uses of agricultural products. 
• Collect and disseminate marketing information to anticipate and meet consumer requirements, 
maintain farm income, and balance production and utilization. 
      
Click Here for complete Guildines: http://www.mass.gov/agr/fsmip_guidelines_for_09.pdf 
Proposal Deadline to DAR - February 2, 2009. Send proposals via email to: Mary Jordan, FSMIP 
Coordinator: mary.jordan@state.ma.us  
  

 
Northeast Organic Farming Association: Massachusetts Chapter - 22nd 
Annual Winter Conference - Organic Farming: The Roots of a Sustainable 
Community  

Saturday, January 17th, 2009 - 9.00am-5.30pm - Worcester Vocational Technical High School, 
Worcester, MA 
Keynote Speech: Eliot Coleman -“Small Growers are the Soul of Organics”  
All day workshop by Eliot Coleman: Four Season Growing  

 Over 35 other workshops on crops, gardening, livestock, farm management, organic land 
care, sustainable life-styles, homesteading and more!  

 NOFA/Mass Annual Meeting!  
 Great children’s program!  
 Delicious Potluck lunch!  
 Lively exhibit area!  
 Registration cost:  $50 with discounts available  

$100 for Eliot Coleman Workshop (includes general conference admission). Pre-registration now open. 
For more information visit www.nofamass.org  or contact Conference Coordinator, Jassy Bratko  
jassy.bratko@nofamass.org or 978-928-5646. 
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Seminar on Soil Mineral Nutrition with Arden Andersen 
 
On February 5-7, 2009, the Northeast Organic Farming Association, Massachusetts Chapter will 
host its first Advanced Growers’ Winter Seminar on nutrient density -- a biological approach to 
farming that has helped many vastly improve yields, significantly decrease disease and insect 
pressure, and noticeably improve the taste and nutritional content of crops. This approach 
involves managing the soil so that it contains sufficient biologically available minerals in ratios 
appropriate for feeding the fungal, bacterial and other soil life communities that are in symbiotic 
relationships with crop plants. 

Come learn a range of diagnostic techniques for discerning which components of the biological 
system are scarce or excessive and how to shift management choices accordingly to optimize 
conditions for crop growth. The presenter, Arden Andersen – an agronomist, osteopathic 
physician, and international leader in the field of biological farming – says that with this approach, 
big changes are coming in agriculture: Quality standards like nutrient density will gain in 
importance alongside process standards, such as organic. 

Registration for the seminar is $195. With the NOFA member discount (applicable for all 
chapters) and the early-bird discount (must sign-up before January 17), it is $165. Pre-registration 
is required and seminar enrollment is capped at 150 people -- first come, first served. The 
seminar will be held in Barre, MA.  

Get full information, including registration for the event and informational resources on the 
biological systems approach: http://www.nofamass.org/seminars/winterseminar.php 

Direct questions to: Ben Grosscup, Event Coordinator, <ben.grosscup@nofamass.org>, 413-658-
5374. 

  
 

Massachusetts Agricultural Commissions Conference 

MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN OUR COMMUNITIES - CONFERENCE TO BE HELD IN 
WORCESTER, JANUARY 23-24 

Massachusetts town agricultural commission members, agricultural service providers, and 
anyone interested in protecting farming in communities across the Commonwealth are invited to 
the first statewide Massachusetts Agricultural Commissions Conference. This one and a half day 
conference, organized by the Pilgrim Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D) Council, 
Inc., will be held Friday and Saturday, January 23 and 24, 2009 at the Worcester Crowne Plaza.  

Some 115 Massachusetts towns have organized agricultural commissions (AgComs) to raise 
visibility and provide a voice for agriculture at the local level. AgComs protect farmland and farm 
buisnesses, identify farmers needs and inventory farms and farmland, help manage conflict 
related to agricultural issues and more.  

For more conference and registration information please visit 
http://www.massagcom.org/conference or contact Irene Winkler, Pilgrim RC&D Coordinator at 
508-295-1317 x 130. 
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 Massachusetts Department of Agriculture Offers Advice to Residents 
Eager to Rescue Pets     

The Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources (DAR) reminds Massachusetts 
residents about responsible animal rescue and the pitfalls of impulse buying pets as gifts during 
the holiday season, and throughout the year.  

“We encourage all residents to support the humane treatment of animals by buying and rescuing 
pets responsibly,” said DAR Commissioner Doug Petersen.   

DAR Division of Animal Health Director Michael Cahill said residents should buy pets from 
licensed pet shops and reputable breeders, or adopt pets from approved shelters. Guidelines 
from the Division of Animal Health suggest owners should have new pets examined by a 
veterinarian right away.  Pet buyers should research breeds and ask breeders to see the mother 
dog or cat interact with her puppies or kittens to detect any behavioral problems, according to the 
guidelines.  

The Division of Animal Health suggests residents eager to help animals should volunteer with an 
approved rescue or humane organization to learn about responsible rescue before considering 
undertaking animal rescue on their own. “We have a concern about people doing animal rescue 
work without properly understanding the needs of the animals they are trying to help,” said Cahill, 
noting that the DAR sees an increase in rescue activity during the holiday season. 

 Throughout the year – not just during the holidays – people should also think carefully before 
buying a pet as a gift.  DAR recommends against choosing pets as gifts since the giver often 
doesn’t consider the life-long commitment of taking care of an animal. Owning a dog, which has 
an average life span of more than 12 years, is a decision that requires serious consideration and 
preparation. 

For a complete listing of Massachusetts Approved Shelter and Rescue Organizations, visit 
http://www.mass.gov/agr/animalhealth/emergency_order.htm. For suggestions about buying a 
dog, visit http://www.mass.gov/agr/animalhealth/petshops/buying_a_dog.htm.  
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