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MDAR LAUDS TWO “LOCALLY GROWN” 
APPOINTMENTS 

Ag-momentum continues to roll favorably with the recent announcement of two federal 
appointments – both of which are good news for Bay State farmers. Jonathan “Jay” 
Healy, former Commissioner of the Massachusetts  Department of Agricultural 
Resources, was appointed State Director of USDA Rural Development and Richard 
Burke, former Director of Business-Cooperative Programs at USDA Rural Development, 
was appointed Executive State Director of the USDA Farm Service Agency. 

Mr. Healy and Mr. Burke bring a broad-breadth of agricultural background and 
experience to their new positions, having been actively involved in supporting local 
farms for many years as well as being instrumental in promoting “green” energy 
initiatives. They will begin their new positions the week of July 20th.  

 

RENEWABLE ENERGY PROJECTS UPDATE 

The following recent announcement from DOE intends to provide notification, guidance 
and clarification of the America Recovery and Reinvestment Act’s(ARRA) provision to 
transform the relevant 30% Investment Tax Credit into a U.S. Government Cash Grant 
Award. Questions can be emailed to DOE, 1603Questions@do.treas.gov. You can always 
feel free to also contact Gerry Palano, Renewable Energy Coordinator at the MDAR, 
Gerald.Palano@state.ma.us or 617-626-1706. 
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TREASURY, ENERGY ANNOUNCE MORE THAN $3 BILLION IN 
RECOVERY ACT FUNDS FOR RENEWABLE ENERGY PROJECTS 

Cash Assistance Will Increase Economic Development, Promote Renewable Energy Use 

Program Guidance Now Available to Businesses to Facilitate Swift Implementation 

 WASHINGTON – As part of an innovative partnership aimed at increasing economic 
development in urban and rural areas while setting our nation on the path to energy 
independence, the U.S. Department of the Treasury and the U.S. Department of Energy 
today announced an estimated $3 billion for the development of renewable energy 
projects around the country and made available the guidance businesses will need to 
submit a successful application.  Funded through the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act (Recovery Act), the program will provide direct payments in lieu of 
tax credits in support of an estimated 5,000 bio-mass, solar, wind, and other types of 
renewable energy production facilities.  

“The renewable energy program provides another important avenue for the Recovery Act 
to contribute to economic development in communities around the country,” said 
Treasury Secretary Tim Geithner.  “It will provide additional stimulus to economies in 
urban and rural America by helping to develop domestic sources of clean energy. This 
partnership between Treasury and Energy will enable both large companies and small 
businesses to invest in our long-term energy needs, protect our environment and 
revitalize our nation’s economy.”  

The Recovery Act authorized Treasury to make direct payments to companies that create 
and place in service renewable energy facilities beginning January 1, 2009.  Previously, 
these companies could file for a tax credit to cover a portion of the renewable energy 
project’s cost; under the new program, applicants would agree to forgo tax credits down 
the line in favor of an immediate reimbursement of a portion of the property expense. 
This direct payment program allows for an immediate stimulus in local economies. 

Said Energy Secretary Steven Chu: “These payments will help spur major private sector 
investments in clean energy and create new jobs for America's workers.  It is part of our 
broad effort to double our renewable energy capacity in the next few years and make sure 
that America leads the world in creating the new clean energy economy of the future.” 
  
In previous years, the tax credit has been widely used.  It is considered a successful 
incentive for encouraging the development of renewable energy.  In 2006, approximately 
$550 million in tax credits were provided to 450 businesses.  The rate of new renewable 
energy installations has fallen since the economic and financial downturns began, as 
projects had a harder time obtaining financing.  The Departments of Treasury and Energy 
expect a fast acceleration of businesses applying for the energy funds in lieu of the tax 
credit.    



To expedite implementation of the program, Treasury and Energy are today making 
available the terms and conditions, guidance, and a sample application at 
http://www.treas.gov/recovery/1603.shtml so that companies can prepare successful 
applications in advance of the launch of the web based application in the coming weeks – 
yet another tool designed to facilitate the timely flow of program funds to eligible 
businesses. 
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