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Massachusetts Tomato Contest to be Held Monday - August 17th 
 
The 25th Annual Massachusetts Tomato Contest will be held at Boston’s City Hall Plaza Farmers’ 
Market on Monday, August 17th in conjunction with the City Hall Plaza Farmers’ Market and the 
start of Massachusetts Farmers’ Market Week. Tomatoes will be judged by a panel of experts on 
flavor, firmness/slicing quality, exterior color and shape. Always a lively and fun event, the day is 
designed to increase awareness of locally grown produce. Farmers who want to submit entries 
can bring tomatoes to the City Hall Plaza Farmers’ Market by 10:15 am on August 17th or drop 
their entries off with the corresponding registration form to one of several locations around the 
state on August 15th or 16th. These tomatoes will be brought into Boston on Monday.  
  
For the complete details, including contest criteria and a registration form, go to: 
www.mass.gov/agr/markets/tomato_contest.htm 
The 25th Annual Tomato Contest is sponsored by the New England Vegetable and Berry 
Growers Association and Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources in cooperation 
with the Federation of Massachusetts Farmers’ Markets. 
  

 
  
Massachusetts Cheesemakers Bring Home the 2009 American 
Cheese Society Awards 
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The American Cheese Society announced the 2009 American Cheese Society Awards on August 
7th in Austin, Texas.  Massachusetts farmstead cheese makers Carlisle Farmstead Cheese, 
Carlisle; Shy Brothers Farm LLC, Westport and Westfield Farm Capri, Westfield fared well in the 
competition in many categories: 

 Soft Ripened Cheeses made from Goat’s Milk - 2nd Place, Carlisle Farmstead Cheese, 
Ada’s Honor  

 Soft Ripened Cheeses with flavor added -3rd Place, Shy Brothers Farm LLC., 
Hannahbells Shallot  

 External Blue Molded Cheeses All Milks - 1st Place, Westfield Farm, Classic Blue Log, 
2nd Place, Westfield Farm, Bluebonnet, 3rd Place, Westfield Farm, Hubbardston Blue 
Cow  

 Farmstead Cheeses  Goat’s Milk aged 60 days or more- 3rd Place, Carlisle Farmstead 
Cheese, Greta’s Fair Haven  

 Fresh Goat’s Milk Cheeses, flavored with peppers- 1st Place,  Westfield Farm,  Herb 
Garlic Capri  

The American Cheese Society “applauds all the cheesemakers who work daily to bring the 
traditions of American made cheese to life, to market and to the largest ACS Cheese Competition 
to date. “  The American Cheese Society’s  goal is to give positive recognition to those cheese 
that are of the highest quality in their aesthetic evaluation for flavor, aroma and texture, as well as 
their technical evaluation. 
  
The Massachusetts Wine and Cheese Trails, produced by DAR’s MassGrown & Fresher and the 
Massachusetts Farm Wineries Association is available at www.mass.gov/Massgrown and 
includes 11 of the 18 Bay State cheese businesses open to the public.  This year’s ACS winners 
from Massachusetts are open by appointment. Massachusetts cheesemakers make more than 75 
varieties of artisan and farmstead cheeses. 
  

 
  
Seven Massachusetts Wineries Win at the 2009 Big E Wine 
Competition  
  
Over 50 wineries representing 260 wines from New England and New York competed to 
determine the Gold, Silver and Bronze winners at the 2009 Big E Wine Competition, held in W. 
Springfield.    
  
Best Fruit and Best Massachusetts wine went to Obadiah McIntyre Farm Winery in Charlemont.  
Alfalfa Winery, Topsfield; Charlton Orchards, Charlton; Furnace Brook Winery, Richmond; Green 
River Ambrosia, Greenfield; Harwich Vineyard and Winery, Hardwick; Plymouth Winery, 
Plymouth; and Still River Winery, Harvard also earned awards. 
  
Best Fruit Wine   Black Gold - Charlton Orchards    
 
Gold Award Winners     Cherry Wine - Charlton Orchards    
Silver Award Winners 
     Apfel Eis - Still River Winery    
     Bee My Honey Mead - Furnace Brook Winery   
     Blanc de Blancs - Furnace Brook Winery    
     Muscato - Furnace Brook Winery    
     Nate's Hard Cider - Charlton Orchards    
     Nate's Strawberry Apple Hard Cider - Charlton Orchards    
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     Shiro Plum Wine - Charlton Orchards    
     Cranberry - Plymouth Winery    
Bronze Award Winners 
     Yankee Boy White - Hardwick Vineyard and Winery    
     Quabbin Native - Hardwick Vineyard and Winery   
     Guiles E. Warner - Hardwick Vineyard and Winery    
     Pinot Noir - Furnace Brook Winery    
     Merlot - Furnace Brook Winery    
     Johannesburg Reisling - Furnace Brook Winery    
     Dry Reisling - Furnace Brook Winery    
     Johnny Mash - Furnace Brook Winery    
     Cidre Special Reserve - Furnace Brook Winery    
     Chardonnay - Furnace Brook Winery    
     Cabernet Sauvignon - Furnace Brook Winery     
     Merlot - Charlton Orchards    
     Damson Plum Wine - Charlton Orchards    
     Chambourcin - Charlton Orchards    
     Chamomile - Green River Ambrosia    
     Mayflower Red - Plymouth Winery    
     Marechal Foch - Alfafa Farm Winery  
 
The Massachusetts Wine and Cheese Trails, produced by DAR’s MassGrown & Fresher and the 
Massachusetts Farm Wineries Association is available at www.mass.gov/Massgrown  and many 
of these winners which are open to the public. 
  

 

USDA Begins Statewide Sign-up for New 
Conservation Stewardship Program 

Massachusetts farmers and forestry producers urged to apply before Sept. 
30th 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has 
begun continuous sign-up for the new Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) in 
Massachusetts. NRCS administers CSP, a voluntary conservation program designed to 
encourage agricultural and forestry producers to adopt additional conservation practices and 
improve, maintain and manage existing ones. The first cutoff for application ranking 
purposes is September 30th. 

Through CSP, NRCS will provide financial and technical assistance to eligible producers to 
conserve and enhance soil, water, air and related natural resources on their land. Eligible lands 
include cropland, grassland, improved pastureland, non-industrial private forestland — a new 
land use for the program —and agricultural land under the jurisdiction of an Indian tribe.  

To apply for CSP, individual producers, legal entities and Indian tribes are encouraged to use a 
self-screening checklist first to determine whether the new program is suitable for them or their 
operation. The checklist is available on the NRCS Massachusetts website at 
www.ma.nrcs.usda.gov and at NRCS field offices located in local USDA Service Centers. USDA 
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Service Center locations are listed on-line at http://offices.usda.gov or in the phone book under 
Federal Government, U.S. Department of Agriculture.  

After the self-screening, the producer’s current and proposed conservation activities will be 
evaluated to determine the level of environmental performance to be achieved. A producer must 
treat at least one resource concern and one priority resource concern during the length of the 
five-year CSP contract.  

Applications will be ranked based on several criteria including the three to five priority resource 
concerns identified for Massachusetts. NRCS field staff will conduct on-site field verifications of 
pre-approved applicants’ information. 

“The Conservation Stewardship Program changed dramatically in the 2008 Farm Bill,” said 
Christine Clarke, NRCS State Conservationist for Massachusetts. “NRCS has developed a 
program that should appeal to our diverse customers and offer them an equal chance to 
participate. We hope that Massachusetts agricultural and forestry producers will take full 
advantage of the benefits that this newly revised program offers.” 

CSP will offer two possible payment types: annual and supplemental. The annual payment will be 
based on conservation performance and calculated by land use type and acreage for enrolled 
eligible land. A supplemental payment is also available to participants who also adopt a resource-
conserving crop rotation. The annual payment limitation for a person or legal entity is $40,000. A 
person or legal entity cannot exceed $200,000 for all contracts entered into during any five-year 
period. 

The Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (2008 Farm Bill) authorized the Conservation 
Stewardship Program. Congress renamed and revamped the former Conservation Security 
Program completely to improve its availability and appeal to agricultural and forestry producers. 
The Conservation Stewardship Program will be offered in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, 
and the Pacific and Caribbean areas through continuous sign-ups with announced cut-off 
application dates for ranking periods. The maximum annual enrollment is capped at nearly 12.8 
million acres nationwide. 

Individual producers, legal entities and Indian tribes must meet several requirements to obtain a 
Conservation Stewardship Program contract. They must be listed as the operator in the USDA 
farm records management system for the operation being offered for enrollment. They must 
document that they control the land for the term of the contract and include all eligible land in their 
entire operation in that contract. They must comply with highly erodible land and wetland 
conservation provisions and comply with adjusted gross income provisions. 

Land enrolled in the Conservation Security Program, Conservation Reserve Program, Grasslands 
Reserve Program and Wetlands Reserve Program is ineligible for the new Conservation 
Stewardship Program. 

 

Forestry Demonstration to be Held Saturday, August 29th in 
Easton 

A free public informational event and field walk showcasing forest stewardship and conservation 
practices now eligible for funding through the United States Department of Agriculture’s Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) will be held on Saturday, August 29, from 9:00 am to 
12:00 noon, at the Ames property on Main Street in Easton. 
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If you’ve been wondering how to find professional advice in defining your own vision of forest 
management, and if you’ve been waiting for financial assistance to help you reach your forest 
management goals, this demonstration event is the perfect opportunity to have your questions 
answered. 

Forest landowners and managers are invited to see examples of several forest management 
practices chosen to enhance the aesthetics of a woodland typical of the region, improve tree and 
forest vigor and productivity, and improve wildlife habitat. 

Pre-registration is not required, but is recommended and appreciated. Those who register in 
advance will receive a free copy of either “A Woodlot Owner’s Guide” or “A Guide to Invasive 
Plants in Massachusetts” (registrant’s choice; each a $5 value) at the event on August 29th.  To 
register or for more information, contact:  Marcheterre Fluet, Massachusetts Forest Stewardship 
Program Associate, Berkshire-Pioneer RC&D, 413-256-1201, x2 
or marcheterrefluet@berkshirepioneerrcd.org. 

The program will begin with a brief introduction to the history of the property, and the forest 
management  
plans that have been developed by the Ames family with the guidance of Consulting Forester, 
Phil Benjamin.  NRCS conservation staff will describe the financial and technical forestry 
assistance now available through the federal Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) 
and the Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program (WHIP).  A Service Forester from the Massachusetts 
Department of Conservation and Recreation will provide information on the Forest Stewardship 
Program and the new Massachusetts Forestry Initiative.  After these brief presentations, Phil 
Benjamin will lead a guided walk along well-maintained trails, explaining the past, present and 
planned forest management on the property. 

Directions: Parking for the demonstration event will be in the field behind the 
NRT Farmers’ Market.  The entrance to the field is on the north side of Main 
Street, east of Longwater Pond and just west of the North Easton Post Office.  
Follow the road through the field to the flagged parking area at the edge of the 
forest.  The program will begin under the canopy.  Water and snacks will be 
provided. 
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