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Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs (EOEEA) 
Host FY2011 Budget Forum 
  
WHAT:     FY’ 2011 Budget Forum 
WHEN:     Wednesday, December 2, 2009, 6-8p.m. 
WHERE:  1 Robbins Road, Ware, MA 01082 
  
MDAR appreciates the interest you have taken thus far in EOEEA’s recent budget listening 
sessions along with the comments and letters you have provided.  This FY’ 2011 budget forum 
event will provide a further opportunity for everyone to participate in an open conversation about 
the Commonwealth’s budget. While hosts will tailor their presentations to their respective 
secretariat, the conversations are generally less technical, encourage greater dialogue, and will 
address the budget as a whole. Please call 617.626.1110 if you have any questions regarding 
this forum.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

MDAR Yields “Ag Tag” to More Horse Power– Hopes New 
Drivers Will Make Goal  
 
Dear Friends: 
  
MDAR has for the last few years been promoting the idea of a specialty license plate with a food 
and agriculture theme as a long-term way to raise funds for Massachusetts farmers and markets.  
Disappointingly however, we’re still well short of the sign-up threshold needed to get it issued by 
the Registry of Motor Vehicles.  
  
Although we remain interested in seeing an agricultural specialty license plate on the road, 
current resource limitations do not allow the level of promotional effort that we believe is needed 
at this time to reach our goal within a realistic timeframe.  
  
The New Entry Sustainable Farming Project and the Massachusetts Federation of Farmers’ 
Markets are considering an enhanced effort to reach the required 1,500 minimum to launch a 
specialty plate for the benefit of local food and agriculture. With great opportunity for impact 
through 200 farmer's markets across Massachusetts, MDAR is excited by this expanded ability 
for broader exposure of an "Ag Tag" and the continued prospect to get a food- and agriculturally-

http://nesfp.nutrition.tufts.edu/
http://www.massfarmersmarkets.org/
http://www.massfarmersmarkets.org/


themed plate on the road to the benefit of the farming community. We support them in their efforts 
and wish them success.  
  
Beginning in January, we will begin the process of returning checks to those of you who reserved 
a plate. This may take a little time and we thank you in advance for your ongoing patience and 
support in this effort. The good news is that I know you will continue to support “Locally Grown” at 
farmers’ markets and farm stands, pick-your-own farms, as well as the array of other 
opportunities to access our great diversity of local agricultural products. I encourage your 
continued support of any efforts to get an "Ag Tag" on as many vehicles as we can and hope that 
you'll take advantage of future opportunities to make your "Ag Tag" reservation.  
 
Best, 

 
Scott J. Soares, Commissioner 
 


