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DPU Order Allows Start of Wind, Solar and Agricultural 
“Net Metering” Today, December 1st 
 
Under Green Community Act provision to spur renewable energy development, 
customers who generate more power than they use can sell back energy at 
higher rates 
 
Net metering for wind, solar and agricultural energy installations, a provision of 
the Green Communities Act designed to encourage development of renewable 
power, takes effect on December 1 under an order adopted by Department of 
Public Utilities (DPU) on Friday, November 13, 2009. The Green Communities 
Act includes provisions for Agricultural Net Metering facilities whereby farms are 
able to install additional electrical renewable technologies besides wind and 
solar. 
 
Net metering encourages homeowners, businesses, and municipalities to install 
solar panels and wind turbines, and for farms additional renewable technologies 
such as anaerobic digesters, by allowing them to earn credit on their electric bills 
if they generate more power than they need. Under the Green Communities Act 
signed by Governor Patrick last year, utility companies must compensate their 
customers for this excess electricity at the retail rate rather than the lower 
wholesale rate. Additionally, customers may allocate their credits to other 
customers, allowing those without facilities to take advantage of net metering 
benefits as well. 
 
The DPU order approved Friday is the last regulatory step needed for electric 
customers to take advantage of the Act’s net metering provisions. As a result, 
customers who own renewable energy installations can submit net metering 
applications to their electric distribution companies beginning December 1.  The 
DPU issued its final net metering regulations in June of this year, followed by a 



model net metering tariff in August.  Friday’s DPU order approves electric utility 
interconnection tariffs and requires that the electric companies immediately file 
net metering tariffs that comply with the terms of the model tariff approved in 
August. 
Prior to the Green Communities Act, net metering was restricted to on-site 
renewable energy projects capable of generating 60 kilowatts or less, and 
customers were able to sell their power back to the grid only at the wholesale 
rate. Now, customers who own larger wind turbines or solar power installations – 
up to 2 megawatts, and even larger for municipal and state installations – can 
sell excess power back to the grid at the higher retail rate.  Even customers who 
do not generate excess power will save money on their electric bills by 
generating some portion of the electricity they use. 
 
To view the DPU’s final net metering order, click here.  
 
To find out how you can apply for net metering contact your local eligible utility, 
being either NGRID, NSTAR, WMECO or UNITIL. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Farm Technology Review Commission, Tuesday 
December 15, 10:00AM to 12:30PM 
 
The first meeting of the Farm Technology Review Commission (FTRC) will be 
held on Tuesday, December 15th, 2009 from 10AM – 12:30PM.  This meeting 
will be held at 100 Cambridge Street, Conference Room B, 2nd floor, Boston.  
Meetings are open to the public. 
 
The Farm Technology Review Commission (FTRC) is chaired by the 
Commissioner of Agriculture, Scott Soares, and is comprised of state officials 
and farming representatives. The role of the Commission is to study and 
recommend options for updating farming technology including, but not limited to 
ways to promote energy conservation, collaborative purchasing, purchasing and 
selling of energy and energy saving technology. In addition, the Commission will 
also recommend alternative options for agricultural sustainability and growth, and 
analyze regulations and statutes to ensure that they are not impediments to the 
adoption of farming technology. The Commission was created as a result of the 
Dairy Preservation Act of 2008.   
 

http://www.mass.gov/agr/programs/energy/docs/net-metering-dec-1.pdf


The agenda for the meeting, a copy of the Dairy Farm Preservation Act, and a 
copy of the Dairy Task Force Final Report to the Legislature  are available on the 
Department’s website at: www.mass.gov/agr/programs/ftrc.   
There is a form to sign up for notices relative to the FTRC online at: 
www.mass.gov/agr/programs/ftrc/signup.htm 
 
For any questions please contact:  
Laura J. Maul, 617-626-1739 or laura.maul@state.ma.us  or Gerard Kennedy, 
617-626-1776 or gerard.kennedy@state.ma.us. 
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