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House of Representatives, April 13, 1917.

The committee on Towns, to whom was recommitted the
Bill relative to the calling of special town meetings (House,
No. 1887), report that the same ought to pass in a new
draft herewith submitted.

For the committee,

FRANCIS M. HILL

Cf)c Commontoealt& of e@assac|nisetts.



SPECIAL TOWN MEETINGS. [Apr.7

AN ACT
Relative to calling Special Town Meetings.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter eight hundred and thirty-five of
2 the acts of the year nineteen hundred and thirteen is
3 hereby amended by striking out section three hundred
4 and ninety-four thereof and inserting in place thereof the
5 following: Section 394■ Every town meeting, except as
6 hereinafter provided, shall be called in pursuance of a
7 warrant, under the hands of the selectmen, directed to
8 the constables or to some other persons, who shall forth-
-9 with give notice of such meeting in the manner prescribed
10 by the by-laws or, if there are no by-laws, by a vote of the
11 town. The warrant for all town meetings shall state the
12 time and place of holding the meeting and the subjects to
13 be there acted upon. The selectmen shall insert in the
14 warrant for the annual meeting all subjects the insertion
15 of which shall, in writing, be requested of them by ten or
1G more voters of the town. The selectmen shall insert in
17 the warrant for every special town meeting all subjects
IS the insertion of which shall, in writing, be requested of
19 them bv one hundred registered voters or by ten per
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20 cent of the total number of registered voters of the town.
21 No action shall be valid unless the subject matter thereof
22 is contained in the warrant. Two or more distinct town
23 meetings for distinct purposes may be called by the same
24 warrant.

1 Section 2. Section three hundred and ninety-six of
2 said chapter eight hundred and thirty-five of the acts of
3 the year nineteen hundred and thirteen is hereby amended
4 by striking out, in the second and third lines thereof, the
5 words “upon the application of ten or more voters of the
6 town”, and inserting in place thereof the words: upon
7 the application in writing by one hundred registered
8 voters or by ten per cent of the total number of regis-
-9 tered voters of the town, so as to read as follows;-—

10 Section 396. If the selectmen unreasonably refuse to call
11a town meeting, a justice of the peace, upon the applica-

-12 tion in writing by one hundred registered voters or by
13 ten per cent of the total number of registered voters of
14 the town, may call a meeting by a warrant under his
15 hand, stating the subjects to be acted upon, directed to
16 the constables of the town if there are any; otherwise to
17 any of the persons applying therefor, directing them to
18 summon the inhabitants qualified to vote in town affairs,
19 to assemble at the time and place, and for the purposes
20 expressed in the warrant.




