
HOUSE No. 2025
Bill accompanying the petition of Guy M. Winslow and others for

legislation to authorize cities and towns to plough and harrow
private land upon application of the owners thereof. Agriculture.
May 2.

AN ACT
To authorize Cities and certain Towns to Plough and

Harrow private Land upon Application of the Owners
thereof.

and by the authority of thein General Court assembled ,
same, as follows:

pendency of the existing war
of America and the imperial

and for a period of one year

1 Section 1. During the
2 between the United State

government of German’s
4 thereafter, any city in the commonwealth, if the city
5 council, or the officer, board or commission having the
6 powers of a city council, with the approval of the mayor,
7 so determines, and any town having more than five
8 thousand inhabitants, if the selectmen so determine, may,
9 upon the filing with the city or town clerk of a written

10 application therefor by any owner of private land situated
11 in the city or town, plough such private land, if the said
12 authorities deem the land suitable for cultivation, and
13 may harrow the same. The application shall state that
14 the land will be used for the cultivation of food products.

Cije Commontocaltfc of sgassacinisetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventeen.



CITIES AND TOWNS [May, 1917.

15 The amount of land so ploughed or ploughed and
16 harrowed for any one owner shall not exceed two acres.
17 The cost of the work hereby authorized, which may
18 include any cost to the city for necessary equipment,
19 shall be paid by the owner of the land and bills shall be
20 rendered to the owner therefor, and the cost may be re-
-21 covered in an action of contract brought by the city or
22 town. If the cost of work done under the provisions of
23 this act shall be due and unpaid on the first day of April
24 of any year, the amount so due and unpaid may be
25 assessed on the land upon which the work was done, and
26 shall be a lien on the said land in the same manner and
27 with the same effect as is provided in the case of assess-
-28 ments for the suppression of gypsy and brown tail
29 moths. All sums received for the said ploughing and
30 harrowing shall be paid into the treasury of the city or
31 town.

1 Section 2. The work hereby authorized may be done
2 under the direction of the superintendent of streets, or the
3 board or officer having like authority in any city or
4 town, or by the municipal forester or tree warden, or by
5 the local moth superintendent, or by any combination of
6 the said authorities, as the city council, or officer, or
7 board having like authority shall determine in cities, and
8 as the selectmen shall determine in towns. If the work
9 is done under the direction of the local moth superin-

-10 tendent, it shall be upon such terms, in cities, as may be
11 agreed upon by the municipal authorities and the state
12 forester, with The approval of the mayor, , and in towns,
13 upon such terms as may be agreed upon by the selectmen
14 and the state forester.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.






