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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.
Gentlemen: Pursuant to Chapter 63 of the Resolves of 1924, directing the

Commission on Administration and Finance to consider what disposition should
be made of the Norfolk State Hospital, the following report is submitted:

The Norfolk State Hospital was authorized by Chapter 635 of the Acts of IJIU,
named by Chapter 530 of the Acts of 1912 and the first patients admitted in 1911.

It consists of 1,054 acres located in the town of Norfolk and 93 acres in the town
of Walpole. It is 24 miles by rail from Boston on the Wrentham Division of the
N Y N H &FI R R the nearest station being 1 mile distant at i ondvilie.

The land area of about 1,147 acres is assessed for approximately $36,000 The

land cost about £55,000, and buildings and equipment about £335,000, a total
investment of $390,000. , . . ,

The location of the buildings make for a complex problem. The administration,
hospital and patients’ buildings, with storehouse power and heating plants, are
at one end of the property. A wooden colony called The Oval, consisting of 6

frame cottages, assembly hall and dining-room, is located at the other end. ihe

house for the Superintendent is situated half-way between. The farm group is

located near the town of Wrentham. The inmate capacity of the institution is

400. The administration group represents the largest financial outlay, ihis group
is built of cement bricks made on the property, and, in common wuh the remain-

ing buildings, would require considerable expenditure to keep m good condition.
The Federal government ceased using the property for military hospital pur-

poses on July 30, 1924. The institution could probably be adapted to the care of
patients suffering from tuberculosis or other physical disease not requiring custodial

State department appears to have a need that would be efficiently and eco-
nomically met by the transfer and use of this institution, unless the farm group
portion could be operated by the feeble-minded under the control of the Wientham
State School. The total land area is more than would be necessary for a colony
purpose, and a separation for farming and forest purposes might be made.
Approximately 300 acres of land are adapted for agriculture.

This Commission has given much study to the problem of disposal by sale, and
has been approached by a purchaser for the farm group and 160 acres ot land at
an inadequate price. A charitable society has under consideration the purchasing
of “The Oval” group, or even more, for use as a T. B. preventona, for which pui-

pose it is fairly well adapted. . . .
, , „

The Commission on Administration and Finance is of the opinion that (lie Com-

monwealth now has all the land necessary for quite a long period and recommends
that legislation be enacted in accordance with the accompanying bill, giving o ><■

Department of Mental Diseases and the Commission on Administration ana
Finance, subject to the approval of the Governor and Council, the authority o
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dispose of the property of the Norfolk State Hospital in whole or in part. It is
quite conclusive that salvage of so much of the funds of the Commonwealth as is
invested in the property, for which no State need obtains, is a sound policy

Respectfully submitted,

THOMAS W. WHITE, Chairman.
FRANK H. PUTNAM.
James c. McCormick.
R. L. WHIPPLE

Resolve authorizing the Sale and Conveyance of Norfolk State Hospital.

Resolved, That the commissioner of mental diseases and the commission on
administration and finance, acting jointly, are hereby authorized to sell and con-
vey, in whole or in part, with the approval of the governor and council, property
known as the Norfolk state hospital, including land and buildings thereon.


