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PRELIMINARY REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON 150TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF AMERICAN REVOLUTION.

The Commission appointed by the Governor, under Chapter 42 of the Resolves
of the year nineteen hundred and twenty-four, to consider a i recommend a pro-
gramme for the patriotic observance by the Commonwealth of the approaching
150th anniversary of the War of the American Revolution, an„ to make an estimate
of the cost of the same, makes the following preliminary report:

The Commission was appointed September 24, 1924, and immediately qualified,
met and organized with the choice of Charles B. Barnes as Chairman and Walter
K. Watkins as Secretary. The Commission has held several meetings and is dis-
posed to recommend that the celebration of the anniversary of the events of the
American Revolution in the form of meetings, pageants and other exercises of an
appropriate but necessarily temporary nature may best be left largely to the local
interests in the town and city in which those events occurred, and that the observ-
ance on the part of the Commonwealth be of a permanent nature.

The Commission has under consideration a suggestion or plan of this nature,
but the time at its disposal has been too short to make it the subject of a final
report at this time. As the Resolve calls for the report with an estimate on or
before October 15, 1924, the Commission submits this preliminary report.

Apart from the appropriation which the Commission may later recommend for
such a permanent memorial as it has under consideration, we estimate that the cost
of the Commonwealth’s participation in the celebration of local events in the
various cities and towns, as well as of such observance as it may be recommended
that the Commonwealth undertake independently, will call for an expenditure of
not more than $50,000.
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