
HOUSE No. 264
By Mr. Mullen of Boston, petition of Luke D. Mullen for the

appointment of a special commission and legislative committee to
investigate the feasibility of establishing a free port within the port
of Boston. Committees on Eules of the two branches, acting con
currently. Jan. 8,

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Live.

Resolve providing for the Appointment of a Special
Commission to investigate the Desirability, Feasi-
bility and Cost of the Establishment of a Free Port
within the Port of Boston.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Resolved, That there shall be a special, unpaid
2 commission, consisting of two members of the sen-
-3 ate appointed by the president, three members of
4 the house of representatives appointed by the
5 speaker, and four persons familiar with tariff and
6 maritime affairs, two to be appointed by the gov-
-7 ernor and two to be appointed by the mayor of the
8 city of Boston, and to be known as the Free Port
9 of Boston Commission. Said commission shall in-

-10 vestigate and report on the desirability and feasi-
-11 bility of the establishment within the port of Bos-
-12 ton of a free port and, in connection therewith,
13 more particularly on the following matters:
14 (a) The availability for such purpose of prop-
15 erty now owned and controlled by the common-
-16 wealth of the city of Boston or by other persons;
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methods of such develop-
approximate cost thereof;
establishment and main-

and business development

17 (b) The means and
18 ment, together with the
19 (c) The cost of the
20 tenance of a publicity
21 bureau;

of the cost of maintenance
deductions of income and

22 (d) The distribution
23 of such free port, after
24 fixed carrying charges, between the commonwealth,
25 the city of Boston and public service corporations.
26 The commission, in connection with its work,
27 shall review all reports and studies heretofore
28 made by any commission, board or department of
29 the commonwealth which contain any data avail-
-30 able and of use in connection with the establishment
31 of such a free port. In order to enable the com-
-32 mission with coordination to determine the most
33 economical method of arriving at the first cost of
34 the permanent establishment and maintenance of
35 this undertaking, the engineering or other facilities
36 of any commission, board or, department of the
37 commonwealth shall be
38 quest. The commission
39 room in the state house,
40 and may employ such at

available to it on its re-
shall be furnished with a
shall hold public hearings
dstance, clerical or other-

41 wise, and incur such expense, as may be necessary
42 in conducting its investigations, subject to the ap-
-43 proval of the governor and council. One half of
44 the expense incurred in this investigation shall be
45 paid by the' commonwealth and the other half by
46 the city of Boston. The commission shall file its
47 report with the general court, not later than April
48 first, nineteen hundred and twenty-six, Avith drafts
49 of such legislation as may be necessary to carry
50 its recommendations, if any, into effect.


