
HOUSE No. 773
By Mr. O'Neill of Lowell, petition of Cornelius J. O’Neill that the

city of Lowell be authorized to appoint a commission and to incur
indebtedness for the construction and maintenance of a public
stadium. Municipal Finance. Jan. 20.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Five.

An Act to provide for the Erection, Care and Mainten-
ance of a Public Stadium in the City of Lowell.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. There is hereby established a com-
-2 mission to be known as a public stadium commission
3 for the city of Lowell, hereinafter called the com-
-4 mission, which shall be composed of the mayor of
5 the city, ex-officio, and four other members, reg-
-6 istered voters of said city, who shall be appointed
7 by the mayor with the approval of the city council.
8 The term of office of each of the members of the
9 commission first appointed, with the exception of

10 the mayor, shall be five years; provided, that upon
11 the completion of the stadium it shall forthwith be
12 turned over to said city and that upon its acceptance
13 by the city and the appointment of the board of
14 trustees hereinafter provided for, the terms of
15 office of the members of the commission shall there-
-16 upon cease. Vacancies occurring in the commission
17 shall be filled for the unexpired terms by appoint-
-18 ment by the mayor with like approval. The mem-
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19 bers of the commission shall serve without com-
-20 pensation, and shall have no financial interest direct
21 or indirect, in the work of constructing the stadium,
22 or in any contract relating thereto.

1 Section 2. The commission shall choose one of
2 its members to act as chairman, shall appoint a
3 clerk, shall keep a record of its proceedings, and
4 shall act in any manner in which it has jurisdiction
5 by a majority vote of the commission at any meet-
-6 ing called after reasonable notice to all members,
7 and of which at least three members are present,
8 or at any meeting at which, at the time of such
9 action, all the members of the commission are pres-

-10 ent. Meetings may be called at any time by the
11 chairman or by a majority of the directors.

1 Section 3. The commission is hereby author-
-2 ized and empowered in the name of and on behalf
3 of the city of Lowell, to acquire, by purchase or
4 otherwise, land within the limits of said city, and
5 to erect, furnish and equip on such land a public
6 stadium for the use of the people of said city. The
7 commission shall have exclusive control of the ac-
-8 quisition of land for the construction of said stad-
-9 ium, the laying out of the grounds surrounding the

10 same, and may make contracts therefor in the name
11 of said city. The city solicitor shall, without ad-
-12 ditional compensation, advise the commission as to
13 all matters within its jurisdiction, and shall prose-
-14 cute and defend all suits or other legal proceedings
15 arising out of the acts or omissions to act, of the
16 commission. All contracts made by the commis-
-17 sion shall be signed by a majority of its members.
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1 Section 4. In order to provide the necessary
2 funds for carrying out the provisions of this act,
3 the city of Lowell is hereby authorized to borrow,
4 outside the limit of indebtedness fixed by law, a
5 sum not exceeding one hundred thousand dollars,
6 and to issue notes or bonds of the city therefor.
7 Such notes or bonds shall be issued at such times
8 and in such amounts as may be voted by the com-
-9 mission, shall bear upon their face the words, Low-

-10 ell Public Stadium Loan, Act of nineteen hundred
11 and twenty-five, shall be payable in not more than
12 twenty years from their respective dates of issue,
13 and shall bear such rate or rates of interest as may
14 be fixed by the city treasurer with the approval of
15 the mayor. The provisions of chapter forty-four
16 of the General Laws, so far as applicable, shall ap-
-17 ply to all loans made under authority of this act.
18 The city council of said city shall authorize the
19 borrowing of money at such times and in such
20 amounts as may be voted by the commission act-
-21 ing under the authority granted to it by this act,
22 and the treasurer of said city shall execute in the
23 name of the city, the notes or bonds hereinbefore
24 provided for, and the mayor of said city shall coun-
-25 tersign the same. The city auditor and the city
26 treasurer shall act for the commission in the same
27 maimer and to the same extent as for other city
28 departments. The city treasurer shall keep in a
29 separate account, all funds received for the purpose
30 of constructing and equipping the said stadium and
31 shall make payments from said funds as directed by
32 the commission. The commission at the end of each
33 financial year of said city, shall make a written
34 report of its doings to the city council, and shall
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35 furnish to it a detailed statement of its receipts
36 and expenditures.

1 Section 5. All proceedings relative to the tak-
-2 ing of land by the commission and the assessment
3 and recovery of damages therefor shall be in ac-
-4 cordance with the provisions of law relative to the
5 laying out of highways. Whenever the price pro-
-6 posed to be paid for land for the purpose of this act
7 is in excess of twenty-five per cent over its average
8 assessed valuation during the previous three years,
9 said land shall not be taken by purchase, but shall

10 be taken by right of eminent domain under the
11 provisions of chapter seventy-nine of the General
12 Laws.

1 Section 6. The board of trustees of the public
2 stadium in the city of Lowell, hereinafter called the
3 board, shall consist of the mayor, ex-officio, and
4 three members appointed by him, with the approval
5 of the city council. The terms of the members of
6 the board originally appointed, shall be for one,
7 two, and three years, respectively, and upon the ex-
-8 piration of the term of office of any member, his
9 successor shall be appointed by the mayor with like

10 approval, for a term of three years. Any vacancy
11 occurring in said board shall be filled by appoint-
-12 ment for the unexpired term.

1 Section 7. After the completion and equipment
2 of said stadium, the city may, for the purpose of
3 keeping it in repair and for its maintenance and
4 operation, appropriate from current revenue, or
5 may raise by taxation, such sums as may be deemed
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6 necessary, the same to be expended as directed by
7 the board.

1 Section 8. The board, under rules and regula-
-2 tions prescribed by it, may permit said stadium or
3 any part thereof, or the grounds surrounding said
4 stadium, to be used as it directs, but no charge shall
5 be made when the stadium or any part thereof
6 is used for any meeting or gathering to which the
7 public is admitted without charge. If the use is
8 for any meeting or gathering where an admission
9 fee is charged, directly or indirectly, or a collection

10 taken, or where any articles are sold from which
11 any form of income or profit is derived, a charge
12 shall be made by the board for such use.

1 Section 9. The board, at the end of each finan-
-2 cial year, shall make a written report of its doings
3 to the city council, and shall furnish a detailed
4 statement of its receipts and expenditures.

1 Section 10. This act shall take effect upon its
2 acceptance by the city council prior to December
3 thirty-first in the current year.








