
HOUSE No. 808
By Mr. Ginsberg of Boston, petition of Bernard Ginsberg for the

■establishment of a permanent commission on the necessaries of life
and relative to fuel emergencies. State Administration. Jan. 20.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Five.

An Act establishing a Permanent Commission on the
Necessaries of Life and providing for Fuel Emer-
gencies.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act
2 would tend to defeat its purpose, therefore it is
3 hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary
4 for the immediate preservation of the public con-
-5 venience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
■authority of the same, as follows:

Cbe Commontoealtl) of Massachusetts.

1 Suction 1. Section seventeen of chapter six of
2 the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting
3 after the word “ pensions ” in the third line the
4 words: —, the commission on the necessaries of
5 life, —soas to read as follows: Section 17. The
6 armory commissioners, the art commission, the
7 board of appeal from decisions of the commissioner
8 of corporations and taxation, the commissioner of
9 state aid and pensions, the commission on the neces-

10 saries of life, the commissioners on uniform state
11 laws, the state ballot law commission and the trus-
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12 tees of the state library shall serve under the gov-
-13 ernor and council, and shall be subject to such su-
-14 pervision as the governor and council deem
15 necessary or proper.

1 Section 2. Said chapter six is hereby further
2 amended by inserting after section thirty-two the
3 following four new sections, under the title of
4 “ Commission on the Necessaries of Life

Commission on the Necessaries of Life.o
6 Section 32A. There shall be a commission on
7 the necessaries of life consisting of three members
8 who shall be appointed for terms of six years each
9 by the governor with the advice and consent of the

10 council. One of said members shall be designated
11 by the governor as chairman of the commission and
12 shall have authority to act for the commission when
13 the commission is not in session, hie shall receive
14 such salary, not exceeding five thousand dollars, as
15 shall be fixed by the governor and council and the
16 other two members shall serve without compensa-
-17 tion. The initial appointments of such members
18 shall be one for two years, one for four years and
19 one for six years.
20 Section 328. It shall be the duty of the com-
-21 missioner to study and investigate the circum-
-22 stances affecting the prices of fuel, gasoline and re-
-23 fined petroleum products, and other commodities
24 which are necessaries of life. The commission may
25 inquire into all matters relating to the production,
26 transportation, distribution and sale of the said
27 commodities, and into all facts and circumstances
28 relating to the cost of production, wholesale and re-
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-9 tail prices and the method pursued in the conduct
90 of the business of any persons, firms or corpora-

lions engaged in the production, transportation, or
32 sale of the said commodities, or of any business
33 which relates to or affects the same. It shall also
34 be the duty of the said commission to study and
33 investigate the circumstances affecting the charges
36 for rent of property used for living quarters, and in
37 such investigation the commission may inquire into
38 all matters relating to charges for rent. The said
39 commission shall be furnished with suitable quar-
-40 ters in the state house. The commission shall make
41 an annual report.
42 Section 32C. The commission shall have auth-
-43 ority to give hearings, to administer oaths, to re-
-44 quire the attendance and testimony of witnesses and
45 the production of books and documents and other
46 papers, and to employ counsel. Witness sum-
-47 monses may be issued by any member of the com-
-48 mission and shall be served in the same manner as
49 summonses for witnesses in criminal cases issued
50 on behalf of the commonwealth, and all provisions
51 of law relative to summonses issued in such cases
52 shall apply to summonses issued under this act so
53 far as they are applicable. Any justice of the su-

-54 preme judicial court or of the superior court may,
55 upon application of the commission, compel the at-
-56 tendance of witnesses and the giving of testimony
57 before the commission in the same manner and to
58 the same extent as before the said courts. The
59 commission may employ such agents, inspectors, in-

-60 vestigators and clerical and other assistants as the
61 work of tlie commission may require and may fix
62 their compensation.
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63 Section 32D. The commission shall investigate
64 all complaints made to it, and may publish its find-
-65 ings. It shall keep in touch with the work of fed-
-66 era! and municipal and other agencies dealing with
67 the necessaries of life, and give them such assist-
-68 ance as it deems advisable, and may invoke the aid
69 of said agencies and of civic and other organiza-
-70 tions.

1 Section 3. Said chapter six is hereby further
2 amended by inserting after section sixteen the fol-

4 Section 16A. Whenever the governor shall de-
-5 termine that a fuel emergency exists, he may, with
6 the approval of the council, by a writing signed by
7 him, designate the commission on the necessaries of
8 life to act as an emergency fuel administrator,
9 which shall have with respect to fuel all the powers

10 and authority granted by the Commonwealth De-
ll fence Act of nineteen hundred and seventeen, being
12 chapter three hundred and forty-two of the Gen-
-13 eral Acts of nineteen hundred and seventeen, to
14 persons designated or appointed by the governor
15 under section twelve of said chapter three hundred
16 and forty-two; and he may revoke such written
17 authority at any time. The provisions of said
18 chapter three hundred and forty-two are hereby
19 revived and made operative to such extent as the
20 provisions of this section may require.

lowing new section:


