
HOUSE No. 911

By Mr. Dow of Methuen, petition of Arthur Bower relative to the
filing of supplementary petitions for the adoption of standard forms
of city charters. Cities. Jan. 22.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Five.

An Act providing for the Filing of Supplementary
Petitions for the Adoption of Standard Form City
Charters.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter forty-three of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out section nine and
3 inserting in place thereof the following:
4 Section 9. Within ten days after a petition with
5 a sufficient number of signatures of registered vot-
-6 ers thereon has been filed with him, the city clerk
7 shall transmit a certified copy thereof to the city
8 council except that the signatures upon the petition
9 need not be copied thereon but in place thereof the

10 city clerk shall state the number of signatures of
11 registered voters thereon, certified as such by the
12 registrars of voters. If, however, it appears that
13 the petition has not been signed by the required
14 number of registered voters it may be supplemented
15 within ten days after the date of the certificate of
16 the registrars of voters by other papers signed and
17 certified by said registrars, as aforesaid and all
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18 other papers so signed shall be deemed supplement-
-19 ary to the original petition. The city clerk shall,
20 within five days after the expiration of the time al-
21 lowed for filing such supplementary petition, make
22 an examination of such petition and shall attach
23 thereto a new certificate stating whether or not the
24 required number of registered voters has signed
25 the original petition and supplementary petition,
26 if any. If it appears from such new certificate that
27 an insufficient number of registered voters has
28 signed the original petition and supplementary pe-
-29 tition, said petitions shall be returned to the per-
-30 son signing the same without prejudice, however,
31 to the filing of a new petition to the same effect.
39 Tf* if anrinavc! flieif fVio nvimneil nofifirm mirl onn.32 If it appears that the original petition and sup-
33 plementary petition, if any, bearing the signatures
34 of a sufficient number of registered voters have been
35 filed with the city clerk not less than sixty days
36 prior to the state election, he shall forthwith trans-
37 mit a certified copy of the original petition and sup-
-38 plementary petition, if any, and his certificates to
39 the city council, which shall forthwith transmit the
40 same to the state secretary, and the question pro-
-41 posed by the petition shall duly be submitted upon
42 the official ballot to a vote of the registered voters
43 of the city at such regular state election. No sum-
-44 mary proceeding shall prevent the submission of
45 such question as aforesaid unless said proceeding is
46 instituted not later than forty days prior to said
47 election.






