
House of Representatives, April 23, 1925.

The committee on Bills in the Third Reading, to whom
was referred the Bill to change the name of the Massachusetts
School for the Feeble-Minded (Senate, No. 409), report
recommending that the same be amended by the substitution
of the accompanying bill.

For the committee

THOMAS C. CROWTHER.

HOUSE No. 1356
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An Act to Change the Name of the Massachusetts School
for the Feeble-minded to the Walter E. Fernald State
School.

1 Section 1. Section five of chapter nineteen of the
2 General Laws, as amended by section two of chapter
3 four hundred and ten of the acts of nineteen hundred
4 and twenty-two, is hereby further amended by striking
5 out, in the sixth and seventh lines, the words “Massa-
-6 chusetts school for the feeble-minded” and inserting in
7 place thereof the words: Walter E. Fernald state
8 school, —so as to read as follows; Section 5. The
9 boards of trustees of the following public institutions

10 shall serve in the department; Belchertown state school,
11 Boston psychopathic hospital, Boston state hospital,
12 Danvers state hospital, Foxborough state hospital, Gard-
-13 ner state colony, Grafton state hospital, Walter E. Fer-

-14 nald state school, Medfield state hospital, Monson state
15 hospital, Norfolk state hospital, Northampton state hos-

-16 pital, Taunton state hospital, Westborough state hos-
-17 pital, Worcester state hospital and Wrentham state
18 school.

1 Section 2. Section six of said chapter nineteen, as

2 amended by section two of chapter four hundred and

Be it enacted by the Senate and Rouse of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
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3 forty-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-
-4 one and by section three of chapter four hundred and
5 ten of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-two, is
6 hereby further amended by striking out, in the third and
7 in the sixteenth and seventeenth lines, the words “Massa-
-8 chusetts School for the Feeble-Minded” and inserting in
9 place thereof, in each instance, the words: Walter E.

10 Fernald state school, —so as to read as follows:
11 Section 6. The board of trustees for each of the institu-
-12 tions mentioned in the preceding section, except the
13 Walter E. Fernald state school, shall consist of seven
14 members; provided, that at least two of such members
15 shall be women, except in the case of the Norfolk state
16 hospital. One member of each board, except as afore-
-17 said, shall annually in January be appointed for seven
18 years from the first Wednesday of the following February
19 by the governor, with the advice and consent of the
20 council; provided, that the initial appointments of mem-
-21 bers of the board of trustees of the Belchertown state
22 school shall be so made by the governor, with the ad-
-23 vice and consent of the council, that the term of one
24 such member shall expire on the first Wednesday of
25 February in each year from nineteen hundred and twenty-
-26 three to nineteen hundred and twenty-nine, both inclu-
-27 sive. The board of trustees of the Walter E. Fernald
28 state school shall consist of six members on the part of
29 the commonwealth, one of whom shall annually be ap-
-30 pointed for six years by the governor, with the advice
31 and consent of the council, and of six members to be
32 elected by the school, subject to the approval of the
33 governor and council. All the above trustees shall serve
34 without compensation, but shall be reimbursed for all
35 expenses incurred in the performance of their duties.
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1 Section 3. Section twenty-five of chapter one hun-
-2 dred and twenty-three of the General Laws, as amended
3 by section five of chapter four hundred and ten of the
4 acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-two, is hereby
5 further amended by striking out, in the eighth and ninth
6 lines the words “Massachusetts school for the feeble-
-7 minded” and inserting in place thereof the words:—•

8 Walter E. Fernald state school, so as to read as fol-
-9 lows: Section 25. The state institutions under the

16 control of the department shall be Worcester state hos-
-11 pital, Taunton state hospital, Northampton state hos-
-12 pital, Danvers state hospital, Grafton state hospital,
13 Westborough state hospital, Foxborough state hospital,
14 Medfield state hospital, Monson state hospital, Gardner
15 state colony, Wrentham state school, Boston state hos-
-16 pital, Norfolk state hospital, Walter E. Fernald state
17 school, Boston psychopathic hospital, Belchertown state
18 school, and such others as may hereafter be added by
19 authority of law.

1 Section 4. Section forty-five of said chapter one
2 hundred and twenty-three, as amended by section six of
3 said chapter four hundred and ten, is hereby further
4 amended by striking out, in the second line, the words
5 “Massachusetts school for the feeble-minded” and in-
-6 serting in place thereof the words: Walter E. Fernald
7 state school, —so as to read as follows: Section 45.
8 The Walter E. Fernald state school, the Belchertown state
9 school and the Wrentham state school shall each main-

-10 tain a school department for the instruction and educa-
-11 tion of feeble minded persons who are within the school
12 age or who in the judgment of the trustees thereof are

13 capable of being benefited by school instruction, and a

14 custodial department for the care and custody of feeble
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15 minded persons beyond the school age or not capable of
16 being benefited by school instruction.

1 Section 5. Section forty-six of said chapter one hun-
-2 dred and twenty-three, as amended by section seven of
3 said chapter four hundred and ten, is hereby further
4 amended by striking out, in the first and second lines,
5 the words “Massachusetts school for the feeble-minded”
6 and inserting in place thereof the words: Walter E.
7 Fernald state school, —so as to read as follows:
8 Section Jfi. Persons received by the Walter E. Fernald
9 state school, by the Belchertown state school and by the

10 Wrentham state school shall be classified in said depart-
-11 ments as the trustees shall see fit, and the trustees may
12 receive and discharge pupils, and may at any time dis-
-13 charge any pupil or other inmate and cause him to be
14 removed to his home.

1 Section 6. Section fifty-one of said chapter one hun-
-2 dred and twenty-three, as amended by section eight of
3 said chapter four hundred and ten, is hereby further
4 amended by striking out, in the third line, the words
5 “Massachusetts school for the feeble-minded” and in-
-6 serting in place thereof the words: Walter E. Fernald
7 state school, —so as to read as follows: Section 51.
8 No person shall be committed to any institution for the
9 insane designated under or described in section ten, ex-

-10 cept the Walter E. Fernald state school, the Belcher-
-11 town state school and the Wrentham state school, unless
12 there has been filed with the judge a certificate in ac-
-13 cordance with section fifty-three of the insanity of such
14 person by two properly qualified physicians, nor with-
-15 out an order therefor, signed by a judge named in the
16 preceding section stating that he finds that the person
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17 committed is insane and is a proper subject for trea-
-18 ment in a hospital for the insane, and either that he has
19 been an inhabitant of the commonwealth for the six
20 months immediately preceding such finding or that pro-
-21 vision satisfactory to the department has been made for
22 his maintenance or that by reason of insanity he would

)e dangerous if at large. The order of commitment
24 shall also authorize the custody of the insane person
25 either at the institution to which he shall first be com-
-26 mitted or at some other institution to which he may be
27 transferred. Said judge shall see and examine the
28 alleged insane person, or state in his final order the reason
29 why it was not considered necessary or advisable so to
30 do. The hearing, unless a jury is summoned, shall be
31 at such place as the judge shall appoint. In all cases
o 2 he shall certify in what place the insane person resided

3 or was at the time of his commitment; or, if the coni'

34 mitment is ordered by a court under section one hun-
-35 dred or one hundred and one the court shall certify in
36 what place the insane person resided or was at the time
37 of the arrest upon the charge for which he was held to
38 answer before such court. Such certificate shall, for the
39 purposes of the preceding section, be conclusive evidence
40 of the residence of the person committed.

1 Section 7. Section sixty-six of said chapter one hun-
-2 dred and twenty-three, as amended by section nine of
3 said chapter four hundred and ten, is hereby further
4 amended by striking out, in the third and fourth lines,
5 the words “Massachusetts school for the feeble-minded”
6 and inserting in place thereof the words: Walter E.
7 Fernald state school, —so as to read as follows:
8 Sectio?i 66. Any judge of probate, within his county,
9 upon written application, if he finds that a person re-
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10 siding or being within said county is a proper subject
11 for the Walter E. P'ernald state school, the Belchertown
12 state school or the Wrentham state school, may commit
13 him thereto by an order of commitment, directed to the
14 trustees thereof, made in accordance with section fifty-
-15 one, and accompanied by a certificate in accordance with
16 section fifty-three by a physician, qualified as therein
17 provided, that such person is a proper subject for said
18 school, and all provisions of said section shall apply to
19 such certificate. The order of commitment shall also
20 direct the sheriff, deputy sheriff, constable, police officer,
21 or other person to apprehend and convey the said per-
-22 son to the school to which he has been committed. Un-
-23 less the person sought to be committed is present at the
24 time of the hearing, or the application is made by some
25 one legally entitled to his custody, notice of the applica-
-26 tion and of the time and place of hearing shall be given
27 to the person sought to be committed, and the order of
28 commitment shall state what notice was given or the
29 finding of facts which made notice unnecessary, and shall
30 authorize custody of the person until he shall be dis-
-31 charged by order of a court or otherwise in accordance
32 with law.

1 Section 8. Section sixty-seven of said chapter one
2 hundred and twenty-three, as amended by section ten of
3 said chapter four hundred and ten, is hereby further
4 amended by striking out, in the first and second lines,
5 the words “Massachusetts school for the feeble-minded”
6 and inserting in place thereof the words: Walter E.
7 Fernald state school, —so as to read as follows:
8 Section 67. If an inmate of the Walter E. Fernald state
9 school, the Belchertown state school or the Wrentham

10 state school has reached the limit of school age, or if
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11 in the judgment of the trustees he is incapable of being
12 further benefited by school instruction, or if the question
13 of the commitment to or continuance in either of the
14 said schools of any inmate, including inmates who may
15 have been transferred from one department to another
16 of such school, under section forty-six, is in the opinion
17 of the trustees and of the department a proper subject
18 for judicial inquiry, the probate court for Middlesex
19 county, for Hampshire county or for Norfolk county,
20 respectively, upon the written petition of said trustees,
21 or of said department, or of any member of either body,
22 and after such notice as the court may order, may, in
23 its discretion, order such inmate to be brought before
24 the court, and shall determine whether or not he is a
25 feeble-minded person, and may commit him to such
26 school or either department thereof, or may order him
27 to be discharged therefrom.

1 Section 9. Section ninety-one of said chapter one
2 hundred and twenty-three, as amended by section eleven
3 of said chapter four hundred and ten, is hereby further
4 amended by striking out, in the ninth and tenth lines,
5 the words “Massachusetts school for the feeble-minded”
6 and inserting in place thereof the words: Walter E.
7 Fernald state school, —so as to read as follows:
8 Section 91. Any person may make written application
9 to a justice of the supreme judicial court at any time

10 and in any county, stating that he believes or has reason

11 to believe that a person named in such application is

12 confined as an insane person in an institution or other
13 place, public or private, and ought not longer to be so

14 confined, giving the names of all persons supposed to be
15 interested in keeping him in confinement, and requesting
16 his discharge. Such an application may likewise be
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17 made by any inmate of the Walter E. Fernald state
18 school, of the Belchertown state school or of the Wren-
-19 tham state school, or by any person in his behalf.

1 Section 10. Section ninety-three of said chapter one
2 hundred and twenty-three, as amended by section twelve
3 of said chapter four hundred and ten, is hereby further
4 amended by striking out, in the fifth and sixth lines, the
5 words “Massachusetts school for the feeble-minded” and
6 inserting in place thereof the words: Walter E. Fernald
7 state school, —so as to read as follows: Section 93.
8 If it appears upon the verdict of the jury, or in the
9 opinion of the justice if the case is not submitted to a

10 jury, that the person so confined is not insane, or that
11 he is not dangerous to himself or others and ought not
12 longer to be so confined, or in case of an inmate of the
13 Walter E. Fernald state school, of the Belchertown state
14 school or of the Wrentham state school, either that such
15 inmate is not feeble-minded, or that continued custody
16 of his person is unnecessary and unreasonable, or that
17 he can be discharged with safety to himself and the pub-
-18 lie, and will be cared for properly elsewhere, he shall be
19 discharged from confinement.








