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Executive Department
To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

I am returning herewith, without my approval, Senate
Bill No 386, entitled “An Act in favor of the Widow and
Children of Abraham L. Pilling, a former Policeman of the
City of Fall River.” This is a special bill calling for a
payment of $4OO annually.

In the opinion of the Board of Police of the city of Fall
River, as I am advised in a letter of April twenty-fifth
signed by John T. Swift, Commissioner, they are not willing
to connect definitely the disease of cancer with the injury
of having been bitten by a horse; therefore there is lacking,
as far as I know, any evidence that this man was injured in
the line of duty. That being the case, he would not be
entitled to any pension, even if it had been the General
Law of the city of Fall River that a policeman injured in
the line of duty was to be pensioned. However it was not
the General Law.

It would appear, therefore, that it would be necessary to
definitely connect the injury received before the legislation
would be justified. This has not been done.

I quote from the letter received from the office of the
Board of Police of Fall River, signed by John T. Swift,
Commissioner.

“I personally was assured by unquestioned, competent,
medical and surgical authority that the nature of sarcoma
would preclude an opinion that such an injury happening
so long before the presence of a malignant growth could be
held definitely responsible as a probable cause; and that
sarcoma was so common when no cause for it could be
definitely found that it would be unwise to ascribe the
disease in this case definitely or reasonably definitely to such
an injury.
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“You can understand that this left the minds of the
Board of Police in a position where they were not willing
as a matter of fact they were not called upon to definitely
connect the disease with the alleged injury.

“In conclusion, I feel that if the death could be con-
nected with an injury resulting from regular police duty
then no injustice would be done to the taxpayers of the
Commonwealth if the bill bee ame law.

“Unless very strong reason;
me of the wisdom of such leg:
in favor of special legislation
ment of the taxpayers’ money

can be shown to convince
dation I, personally, am not
particularly where disburse-
is concerned.”

AI.VAX T. FULLER.






