
HOUSE 178

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE METROPOLITAN DIS-
TRICT COMMISSION RELATIVE TO ACQUISI-
TION OF LAND ON CHARLES RIVER IN
DEDHAM OPPOSITE HAVEY MEMORIAL
BEACH IN WEST ROXBURY.

[Metropolitan Affairs

Boston, December 7, 1938.

To th-e General Court of Massachusetts
On May 17, 1938, the Legislature, by chapter 20 of

the Resolves of 1938, authorized and directed the Metro-
politan District Commission to investigate the advisa-
bility of acquiring by said Commission of certain land
on the shore of the Charles River opposite the John A.
Havey Memorial Beach in West Roxbury, as follows:

Cl)t Commoutoealtl) of Soassaclnisctts

Resolved, That the metropolitan district commission is hereby
authorized and directed to investigate the subject matter of current
house document numbered nine hundred and fifty-nine, relative to
the acquisition by the metropolitan district commission of a strip of
land on the Dedham side of the Charles river opposite the John A.
Havey Memorial Beach in the West Roxbury district of the city of
Boston for the purpose of improving the beach and recreational
center at said location and for certain other purposes. Said commis-
sion shall report to the general court the results of its investigation,
and its recommendations, if any, together with drafts of legislation
necessary to carry said recommendations into effect, by filing the
same with the clerk of the house of representatives on or before the
first Wednesday of December in the current year.
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In accordance with the provisions of this resolve, the
Commission submits herewith the results of its investi-
gation.

The above-mentioned property to be acquired is
situated in the town of Dedham on the shore of the
Charles River, opposite the John A. Havey Memorial
Beach in West Roxbury. The width of the Charles
River at this point is about 140 feet. Swimmers using
the Havey Beach, and desiring to swim across the river,
have to land on the Dedham side on low, boggy land.
For the safety of the swimmers it would be desirable to
acquire certain sections of low land and to fill it in and
construct a beach thereon on the Dedham side of the
river. A plan filed with the Clerk of the House of Repre-
sentatives shows the proposed land-taking necessary to
carry out this improvement. No money was provided
in the resolve to enable the Commission to make an
appraised value of the property. The assessed value of
the land, however, amounts to $4,821. Approximately
14,000 cubic yards of filling material would be required
over this area. The estimated cost of the land with the
filling, and of constructing a bathing beach, would
amount to about $12,000. The Commission makes no
recommendation on this matter.

Respectfully submitted,

E. C. HULTMAN,
Commissioner.

WILLIAM F. ROGERS,
MELVIN B. BREATH,
FELIX A. MARCELLA,
AUSTIN J. O’CONNOR,
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