
HOUSE 179

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF
STATE AID AND PENSIONS RELATIVE TO
FURNISHING STATE AID TO AND PRO-
VIDING FOR THE PAYMENT OF BURIAL
EXPENSES OF MEMBERS OF THE STATE
GUARD.

[Military Affairs.]

Boston, December 6, 193;

To the General Court of Massachusetts
In compliance with chapter 24 of the Resolves of 1938

I submit the following report.
Chapter 148 of the Acts of 1917 made provisions for

the enlisting and organizing of a Home Guard. From
the records of the Adjutant General’s office it appears
that 7,569 officers and men composed this organization.
Their service embraced general militia routine during the
World War, as well as service during the influenza epi-
demic and the Boston Police strike.

Several petitions have been presented to the Legisla-
ture by the State Guard organization relative to the mat-
ter of aid for the members of their organization who may
become physically incapacitated or in need, and also for
the right of the state burial allowance as it now applies
to veterans of the Civil, Spanish-American and World
Wars.

During the time of the Boston Police strike a large
amount of money was raised by popular subscription and
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placed in the hands of a board of trustees, and designated
a “Fund for the Defenders of Public Safety.” The fol-
lowing trust agreement for the proper distribution of the
fund is noted:

Agreement made at Boston in the Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts, this twenty-ninth day of September 1919,

Witnesseth, That
The undersigned, Henry Parkman, Wilmot R. Evans, Thomas J,

Kenny, all of said Boston, Harry G. Stoddard, of Worcester, and
Henry H. Bowman, of Springfield, in said Commonwealth, having
been requested to serve as trustees in the management and distri-
bution of a fund to be known as the Fund for Defenders of Public
Safety, in recognition of the inspiring loyalty of a portion of the
police department of the City of Boston and the entire membership
of the military forces of the Commonwealth during the present critical
test of representative government and the maintenance of law and
order in the City of Boston, and generally throughout the Common-
wealth, hereby severally agree, for themselves and their successors
as trustees, to serve as trustees of the proposed fund, subject to the
following terms and conditions:

1. The Trustees shall be collectively described as “Trustees of the
Fund for the Defenders of Public Safety’’. The trust shall expire
whenever it shall be so determined by vote of the Trustees. The
Trustees may act upon all matters by a majority of their existing
number. Any vacancy in their number may be filled by the remaining
Trustees. The Trustees may adopt a code of by-laws consistent with
the provisions of tills agreement, to provide for the choice of officers,
the manner of calling and conducting meetings, the investment of
any fund in their possession and other details in connection with the
performance of their duties.

2. No bond shall be required of any Trustee in connection with
the performance of his duties under the Trust, No Trustee shall
receive compensation for his services. All reasonable and proper
expense incurred by the Trustees in the administration of the fund
may be paid out of the fund. Upon the termination of the Trust the
existing Trustees shall make a full report to the Governor of the
Commonwealth and the Mayor of the City of Boston.

3. The Trustees, at such time and in such manner as they may deem
proper, are authorized in their absolute discretion to disburse the
fund among

(a) Members of the Police Department of the City of Boston who
have remained loyal during the present crisis and future members of

TRUST AGREEMENT OF TRUSTEES OF THE FUND FOR
THE DEFENDERS OF PUBLIC SAFETY.
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the Department and the dependents of both, in every case with the
approval of the Police Commissioner of the City of Boston for the
time being, or his successor or successors in that office;

(6) Members of the military and naval forces of the Commonwealth
and their dependents;

(c) Members of any state, municipal or county department, force
or organization related to the maintenance of public security in the
Commonwealth; and

(d) Organizations ministering to the welfare of any of the above,
and any balance of the fund may be distributed by the trustees in their
absolute discretion.

In Witness Whereof, The undersigned, Henry Parkman, Wilmot R.
Evans, Thomas J. Kenny, Harry G. Stoddard, and Henry H. Bow-
man, hereunto in duplicate set their hands and their common seal
the dav and year first above written

Heney Paekman
Wilmot R. Evans
Thomas J. Kenny

Habrt G. Stoddard
Henry H. Bowman

Trustees of the Fund for the
Defenders of Public Safely

I understand that a sum of $200,000, approximately,
is now in the hands of the Trustees of the Fund for the
Defenders of Public Safety, and it is my opinion that
same should be applied to the care of members of the
State Guard who become in need of assistance.

There is now pending before the Supreme Court of
Massachusetts a petition by the Attorney General rela-
tive to the powers of the trustees of the above fund to dis-
burse same for the assistance of persons who served in
the State Guard between April 5, 1917, and December
21, 1919.

There is no question as to the quality of the service
rendered by these men during the time of their enlist-
ment, and in my opinion recognition should be given
them by granting assistance from some source other than
Public Welfare when in need.

Should the petition of the Attorney General be denied,
it is my advice that a special section be added to the
Soldiers’ Relief Act whereby aid may be extended to these
men in the same manner as war veterans are now assisted.
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I also deem it advisable that persons who served in the
Massachusetts State Guard receive the benefits of the
State Burial Act as it applies to war veterans.

I am reliably informed that there are about 6,000 of
these state guardsmen now living.

Respectfully submitted

RICHARD R. FLYNN,
Commissioner of State Aid and Pensions
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Nine.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and hy the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section seventeen of chapter one hundred and fif-
-2 teen of the General Laws is hereby amended by in-
-3 serting after the last paragraph the words: —or
4 persons who served in the Massachusetts State Guard
5 between April fifth, nineteen hundred and seventeen,
6 and December twenty-first, nineteen hundred and
7 nineteen, and were honorably discharged, so as to
8 read as follows: This section shall also apply to
9 army nurses who served in the army hospitals of the

10 United States during the civil war and are entitled to
11 state aid under section six and to army nurses and
12 their dependents as specified herein who served in the
13 army, navy or marine corps during the war with
14 Spain or during the Philippine Insurrection between
15 April twenty-first, eighteen hundred and ninety-eight,

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR LEGISLATION.
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16 and July fourth, nineteen hundred and two, or during
17 the world war, or persons who served in the Massa-
-18 chusetts State Guard between April fifth, nineteen
19 hundred and seventeen, and December twenty-first,
20 nineteen hundred and nineteen, and were honorably
21 discharged.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Nine

\x Act authorizing the interment of the body or
ANY HONORABLY DISCHARGED STATE GUARDSMAN.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Rouse of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section nineteen of chapter one hundred and fif-
-2 teen of the General Laws, as most recently amended
3 by section two of chapter two hundred and seven ty-
-4 three of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-seven,
5 and section two, chapter three hundred and sixteen
6 of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-eight, is
7 hereby further amended by adding the following
8 sentence at the end thereof;

9 The provisions of this section shall also apply to
10 any honorably discharged person who served as a
11 state guardsman in the military service of the com-
-12 monwealth between April fifth, nineteen hundred and
13 seventeen, and December twenty-first, nineteen hun-

-14 dred and nineteen, but shall not apply to his wife,
15 widow, children or dependent father or mother.
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