
HOUSE 218

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
CONSERVATION RELATIVE TO ACQUISI-
TION BY THE COMMONWEALTH OF
BLANEY MEADOWS AND ADJACENT TER-
RITORY IN PEABODY, SALEM AND LYNN.

[Conservation.]

Boston, December 7, 1931

To the General Court of Massachusetts.
The Department of Conservation was directed to in-

vestigate the advisability of the acquisition by the Com-
monwealth of Blaney Meadows, so called, and adjacent
territory in the cities of Peabody, Salem and Lynn, and
Reedy Meadow, so called, and adjacent territory in the
towns of Lynnfield and Wakefield, and the development
thereof for state reservation purposes (Resolve 17 of 1938).

In making a study of the area shown to a member of
the Department of Conservation by the sponsor of House
Resolve No. 1013, Mr. John E. Murphy of Peabody, it was
found that properties in Peabody, Salem and Lynn only
were designated for consideration, and the study and re-
port are therefore restricted to these cities.

About one half of the total acreage herewith reported
on is situated in Peabody, and as it is the same area re-
ferred to in the report of last year, a copy is submitted
at this time.

As a result of my personal investigation of the area in
the three cities made in 1937, and the additional studv

Cftc Commontoealtf) of 9passac!)usetto



HOUSE —No. 218. [Jan.2

r

%

made by Mr. F. Gilbert Hills of this Department and
covered by the following report, I am of the same opinion
as stated last year, that the tract should not be ac-
quired by the Commonwealth for a state reservation,
forest or park.

There are already available within a few miles of the
city of Peabody two state-owned areas available to the
public, namely, the Breakheart Hill Reservation in Saugus
and Wakefield, having an area of 650 acres, and the
Harold Parker State Forest, of 2,902 acres, situated in
the towns of Andover, North Andover, North Reading
and Middleton.

If the several properties in the cities of Peabody, Salem
and Lynn were to be acquired for reservation or park
purposes, I believe they should be considered as a local
matter by the city of Peabody and not by the Common-
wealth.

ERNEST J. DEAN,
Commissioner of Conservation .
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REPORT ON FIELD STUDY OF AREA IN PEA-
BODY, SALEM AND LYNN REFERRED TO
IN HOUSE RESOLVE NO. 1013 of 1938.

The area studied in Peabody for a similar report in
1936 remains substantially the same as at that time.
There has been no change in the general nature of growth
or conditions.

A general survey of the adjoining area in Salem and
Lynn was included in that report, which further study
shows still applies.

As no definite limits to the additional land intended to
be included in this area were specified in the resolve, and
no data or plans were available, the accompanying plan is
based on information gathered in talks with the pro-
ponent of the resolve, Mr. John E. Murphy, Mr. Charles A.
Mogavero, Commissioner of Public Works in Peabody,
and plans and other data from the Peabody Public Works
Department, the assessors’ and engineers’ office of Salem,
assessors’ of Lynn, and the Registry of Deeds at Salem,
in addition to inspection on the ground.

Area in Peabody. Limits and conditions the same as
in report of 1936.

Area in Lynn. ■— Extension of the area into Lynn is
limited by residential development which covers most of
the area from Highland Avenue northwest to Spring
Pond. West of Spring Pond the land now owned by the
city of Peabody as part of the watershed covers most of
the wooded area not in residential development. Except
for an open area of about an acre near Fay Street, the
land included in Lynn is wooded. Some of the trees are
larger than those on most of the other land studied, be-
ing near the site of the former Fay Estate buildings.
These larger trees have been badly damaged by the re-
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cent hurricane. Oak predominates, the larger trees be-
ing beech, Norway spruce, pines, etc.

Area in Salem. Reference to the report made in 1936
is made for a general description of this section.

In addition, the following notes are based on recent
studies:

The ridges in Salem, about 1,000 feet in from High-
land Avenue extending to the Lynn line, are now rough,
stony pastureland, with patches of small pitch pine and
some inferior hardwoods. Apparently, it has been sub-
ject to brush fires probably since this area was cut off
some years ago. Hollows are more wooded.

Two wooded hollows on the Salem side near Highland
Avenue are somewhat denser than those near Spring
Pond. This is chiefly because these areas have not been
thinned of inferior trees. One of these hollows drains
into a swampy pond at the headwaters of Strong Water
Brook which flows north into Blaney Meadows. The
other wooded hollow is apparently the headwater of a
brook flowing into Spring Pond. In its center is an alder
swamp by the side of Highland Avenue.

There are a number of small pond holes about 100 feet
in length on the Salem area.

Revised Plans of the Area
A. Ownership Map. Accompanying this study is a

map of the area in the three towns on a scale of 1
inch = 200 feet. The portion in Peabody is taken from
the map on this scale furnished by the Peabody Public
Works Department in 1936; area figures, where indicated,
are as given on that plan. The portions in Salem and
Lynn are based on various property plans available.
Area figures on ownerships indicated on the Lynn and
Salem portions are as given by the assessors’ records in
those towns.

B. Type Map. A map is also included showing the
general extent of wooded and open areas on the tract
and the nature of growth on them. A more detailed de-
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scription of the growth is given in the 1936 report which
applies to the whole area.

Acreage figures given in the following table and on the
type map are based on measurements on this revised
map, thus superseding the type area figures given in the
previous report of 1936.

It will be noted that a figure of 415.5 acres given on
the earlier map of land included in Peabody is changed
to 437.9 acres on the revised map. This is due to cor-
rections made in redrafting the map.

Amount of Area as Ascertained from Plan (Acres)

Salem. Lynn. Peabody. Total

Wooded areas 220.33 9,18 162.01 391.52
Pasture, meadow and other open land 177.17 1.00 195.54 373.71
Cemetery, developed ....

- - 22.03 22.03
O’Connor Park -

- 11.50 11.50
Spring Pond 30.29 5.05 25.70 61.04
Spring Pond Canal - - 11.02 11.02
Swampy Pond ...... 3.67 - - 3.67
Sidneys Pond - - 10.10 10.10

Total land 397.50 10.18 391.08 798.76
Total water 33.96 5.05 46.82 85.83
Total land and water . . 431.46 15.23 437.90 884.59

Assessed Valuation and Acreage

Lyr.

City of Peabody
City of Peabody
City of Peabody

1.70 acre; No value
No value25 acre:

8.95 acre: *1,350

10.90 acre: *1,350

Salem
City of Peabody, near Marl-

boro Street 27.75 acre $l,OOO

City of Peabody, Highland
Avenue 106 acre: *5,300
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City of Salem;
Ravenna Avenue

Lot 251 A 24,800 sq. ft.
10,672 sq. ft.
11,984sq. ft.
13,308sq. ft.
47,886 sq. ft.
•50,366 sq. ft,

I 3 acres 11 3,049 sq.ft./
2.65 acres

*lOO
2518 100
251 C 100
251 D 100
252 300
253 300
254 450
255
256 415,989 sq. ft

21,403 sq. ft.379
376

49,275 sq. ft377
378

6,860 sq. ft.
5,243 sq. ft.

364
363

Barcelona Avenue
Spring lot . 2,187 sq. ft.

7,290 sq. ft.
5,080 sq. ft.

Lot 362
361

Total, city of Salem 21.154 acres

Grace B. Connor:
Ravenna Avenue:

Lot 365
21,223 sq. ft

10 acres
110 acres

366
Henry B. Little
Charles F. Marsh
Charles F. Marsh (in rear)
Robert H. Gardner et al., Trus

212,838 sq. ft

tees
Billboard

George Me Shay

Total in Salem

Remarks.
None of the owners of the properties in Lynn and

Salem were interviewed regarding possible selling prices.
The acreage in these two cities is 453 acres, which is

approximately the same as the acreage in Peabody, for
which, in 1936, the price asked was $30,000.

Equals 0.487 acre. 2 Equals 4.88(5 acres. 3 Approximately
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It seems fair to assume that the total cost of the prop-
erties in the three cities would be between $50,000 and
$60,000.

The two plans above referred to are on file in the De-
partment of Conservation.

Respectfully submitted,

F. GILBERT HILLS,
Forest and Type Surveyor.
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