
HOUSE 723

Mr. Gott of Arlington, petition of the Massachusetts Chiefs of
;e Association for legislation to require the registration of bicycles
•rtain cities and towns. Highways and Motor Vehicles.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Nine.

An Act providing for the registration of bicycles

IN CERTAIN CITIES AND TOWNS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter eighty-five of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section twelve, under the
3 caption bicycles, the following section:
4 Section 12A. In cities and towns which accept this
5 section by vote of the city council or board of select-
-6 men owners of bicycles shall register the same or cause
7 them to be registered within five days of the time of
8 purchase or of coming into lawful possession of said
9 bicycles by application to the police departments of

10 such cities or towns, and no unregistered bicycle may
11 be ridden nor propelled on any public way within the
12 jurisdiction of said cities and towns after the expira-
-13 tion of time set forth above.
14 The certificate of registration shall contain the
15 name and address of the owner, the name of the parent
16 or guardian in the case of minors, and the school
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17 attended, the name and make of the bicycle, the serial
18 number, the style and size of the frame, style and size
19 of tires and accessories and such other information
20 as said police department may require.
21 There shall be issued to each registrant hereunder
22 a copy of the certificate of registration and a numbered
23 identification plate which shall be attached to the
24 bicycle in such manner as hereinafter described in
25 rules authorized under this section.
26 A registration fee, not less than twenty-five nor
27 more than fifty cents, shall be fixed by the said police
28 department. Four fifths of the fees so collected shall
29 be paid into the treasury of the commonwealth to
30 meet the expenses incurred in preparing and dis-
-31 tributing uniform registration blanks and numbered
32 identification plates. The remainder of the fee shall
33 revert to the city treasurer or town treasurer as the
34 case may be. Rules and regulations relating to regis-
-35 trations and to the operation of bicycles on highways
36 of this commonwealth shall be drawn up and issued
37 by the commissioner of public works with the approval
38 of the governor and council.
39 In any city or town which accepts this section,
40 owners of bicycles therein, failing to comply with the
41 provisions of registration, shall be punished by a fine
42 not exceeding one dollar. Violations of rules and regu-
-43 lations made under authority of this section shall not
44 constitute a criminal offence except where otherwise
45 provided by the general laws.
46 Registrations hereunder shall expire on the thirty-
-47 first day of December of the year in which issued.


