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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Nine.

An Act relative to the punishment for contempt

OF COURT.

1 Chapter two hundred and twenty of the General
2 Laws, as amended by section five of chapter four
3 hundred and seven of the acts of nineteen hundred
4 and thirty-five, is hereby further amended by inserting
5 the following new section:
6 Section ISC. No spoken words or publication
7 uttered or made out of court at any time after the
8 ccmmencement of proceedings, during the pendency
9 thereof, or after the termination thereof, respecting

10 the character or conduct of the judges, officers of the
11 court, jurors, witnesses actually called to testify or
12 supposed to have knowledge of the facts, parties, or
13 any one of them, concerned in any cause, civil or
14 criminal, pending before any court of the common-
-15 wealth, or stating, summarizing or commenting upon

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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16 facts, whether pleaded or not, material to the position
17 of either party to the cause, or material to the credi-
-18 bility of witnesses, shall constitute a contempt of
19 court so as to render the speaker, author, printer,
20 publisher, or distributor of such publication liable
21 to summary punishment for the same. If such spoken
22 words or publication shall tend directly to bias the
23 minds of the court, jurors, or witnesses on a question
24 pending before the court, or to subject the court to
25 ridicule or contempt, the speaker, author, printer,
26 publisher, or distributor shall be liable to prosecution
27 therefor by indictment, and shall on conviction
28 thereof be punished by fine not exceeding five hundred
29 dollars, or by imprisonment not exceeding three
30 months. Upon the trial of any such indictment the
31 defendant may file with the court a demand for the
32 retirement of the judge sitting in such case if the
33 charge arises from an attack upon the character or
34 conduct of such judge. Upon the filing of any such
35 demand, prior to the trial, the judge shall thereupon
36 proceed no further, but another judge shall be as-
-37 signed by the chief justice of the court.


