
HOUSE 962

By Mr. Cooke of Athol, petition of Charles H. Cooke that per-
manent custody of the records of the towns of Dana, Enfield, Green-
wich and Prescott be given to the Metropolitan District Commission.
Metropolitan Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Nine

An Act providing for the permanent custody by

THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COMMISSION OF THE

RECORDS OF THE TOWNS OF DANA, ENFIELD, GREEN-

WICH AND PRESCOTT.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would in
2 part defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby declared
3 to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate
4 preservation of the public convenience.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

Cbe Commontoealtl) of Massachusetts

1 Section fourteen of chapter three hundred and
2 twenty-one of the acts of nineteen hundred and
3 twenty-seven, as amended by section five of chapter
4 two hundred and forty of the acts of nineteen hundred
5 and thirty-eight, is hereby further amended by striking
6 out all of said first paragraph of said section five after
7 the word “possible” in line twenty-two and inserting
8 in lieu thereof: Upon the final liquidation of the
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9 affairs of the towns of Dana, Enfield, Greenwich and
10 Prescott, the commission shall provide a suitable
11 place for the preservation of the records of permanent
12 value of the towns of Dana, Enfield, Greenwich and
13 Prescott, to be kept by them at the administration
14 buildings, Belchertown, Massachusetts, until the
15 completion of the work of the metropolitan district
16 water supply commission whereupon they shall turn
17 the same over to the metropolitan district commission
18 to be kept and preserved at the site ofQuabbin reservoir
19 for public convenience.
20 The secretaries of the respective commissions
21 having custody of the records, or such other person as

22 may be duly authorized by said commissions, shall
23 issue, if requested, duly authenticated or attested
24 copies of said records and such copies shall have the
25 same evidentiary value as they would have had in
26 the event that they were issued by a duly elected
27 official of said towns, so that said first paragraph
28 of said section five of chapter two hundred and forty

29 of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-eight shall
30 read as follows:
31 Sedionß. Said chapter three hundred and twenty-

-32 one is hereby further amended by striking out section
33 fourteen and inserting in place thereof the following;

34 Section llh All of the property belonging to the
35 towns of Dana, Enfield, Greenwich and Prescott shall,
36 upon the annexation of said towns to other towns by

37 authority of this act, vest in and become the property
38 of the commonwealth for the benefit of the metropoli-

-39 tan water district, and the commonwealth shall
40 succeed to all the rights, claims and causes of action

41 of each of said named towns, and shall assume and
42 be liable for all the debts, obligations, trusts, duties
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43 and liabilities of each of said towns. All actions and
44 causes of actions by or against the said towns of Dana,
45 Enfield, Greenwich and Prescott pending or accrued,
46 when such annexation takes effect, shall survive, and
47 may be prosecuted to final judgment and execution
48 by or against the commonwealth. All books, papers,
49 moneys and other property in the possession of the
50 treasurer of each of these four towns or of any town
51 officer thereof shall be turned over to the commission
52 at the time of said annexation, and the commission
53 shall wind up and liquidate the affairs of each such town
54 as speedily as possible. Upon the final liquidation of
55 the affairs of the towns of Dana, Enfield, Greenwich
56 and Prescott, the commission shall provide a suitable
57 place for the preservation of the records of permanent
58 value of the towns of Dana, Enfield, Greenwich and
59 Prescott, to be kept by them at the administration
60 buildings, Belchertown, Massachusetts, until the
61 completion of the work of the metropolitan district
62 water supply commission whereupon they shall turn
63 the same over to the metropolitan district commission
64 to be kept and preserved at the site of Quabbin
65 reservoir for public convenience.
66 The secretaries of the respective commissions having
67 custody of the records, or such other person as may
68 be duly authorized by said commissions, shall issue,
69 if requested, duly authenticated or attested copies
70 of said records and such copies shall have the same
71 evidentiary value as they would have had in the event
72 that they were issued by a duly elected official of said
73 towns.




