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By Mr. Hollis of Stoneham, petition of Theodore P. Hollis relative
to filling vacancies caused by absence of election officers from polling
places. Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Nine.

An Act relative to filling vacancies caused by

ABSENCE OF ELECTION OFFICERS AT POLLING PLACES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section sixteen of chapter fifty-four of the General
2 Laws (Tercentenary Edition) is hereby amended by
3 striking out all of said section and inserting in place
4 thereof the following:
5 Section 16. If a warden, clerk or inspector is
6 absent at the opening of the polls or subsequently
7 on the day of election, or if the office is vacant, the
8 deputy of such officer shall act for that election in his
9 place. If the warden and deputy warden, clerk and

10 deputy clerk, or an inspector and his deputy, shall be
11 absent, the city clerk shall fill the vacancy by appoint-
-12 ing from the enrolled voters of the ward a suitable
13 person of the same political party as the absent officer,
14 and the officer so appointed shall act during the
15 remainder of the election; but otherwise no deputy
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16 officer shall act in an official capacity or be admitted
17 to the space reserved for election officers while the
18 polls are open or during the counting of the votes.
19 In cities where no deputy warden or deputy clerk
20 is appointed, if a warden or clerk is absent at the open-
-21 ing of the polls or subsequently on the day of election,
22 or if the office is vacant, the city clerk shall fill the
23 vacancy by appointing from the enrolled voters of
24 the ward a suitable person of the same political party
25 as the absent officer.


