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By Mr. Bergeron of Amherst, petition of Robert A. Glesmann and
others for amendment of the law relative to representative town
meetings and town meeting members in the town of South Hadley,
Towns.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Nine

an Act relative to town meeting members ex officiis

IN THE TOWN OF SOUTH HADLEY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as folloivs:

C{)c CommontocaltJ) of

1 Section 1. Chapter forty-five of the acts of nine-
-2 teen hundred and thirty-three is hereby amended by
3 striking out section three and inserting in place thereof
4 the following:

5 Section 3. The representative town meetings held
6 under the provisions of this act, except as otherwise
7 provided, herein, shall be limited to the elected town
8 meeting members together with the following, desig-
-9 nated as non-voting town meeting members ex officiis,

10 namely: any member of the general court of the com-
-11 monwealth who is a registered voter of the town, the
12 town moderator, the town clerk, the selectmen, the
13 town treasurer, the town counsel if a registered voter
14 of the town, the town collector of taxes, the chairman
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15 of the school committee, the chairman of the trustees
16 of the public library, the chairman of the board of
17 health, the chairman of the board of public welfare
18 the chairman of the park commissioners, the chairman
19 of the municipal light commissioners, the tree warden,
20 the chairman of the assessors of taxes, the finance
21 committee, the chairman of the board of registrars of
22 voters, the town accountant, and the chairman of any
23 other board, commission or committee established in
24 the town by authority of the general court.
25 A non-voting town meeting member, ex officio, may
26 speak at any representative town meeting, but he
2 < shall not vote. The holder of an office who is herein
28 designated as a town meeting member, ex officio, shall
29 be eligible for election as an elected town meeting
30 member and if so elected shall be included within the
31 general designation of elected town meeting members.
32 The secretary or clerk of each of said boards, com-
-33 missions and committees shall file with the town clerk
34 a certificate of election of a chairman.

o 5 Ihe town clerk shall the town meeting mem-
-36 bers of the time and place at which representative town
37 meetings are to be held, such notices to be sent by
38 mail at least three days before any such meeting, but
39 failure to comply with this provision shall not affect
40 the legal force of any act of the meeting, and this
41 provision shall be in addition to the warrant for such
42 meeting duly published and served according to law.
43 The representative town meeting shall have authority
44 to determine the election and qualifications, as set
45 forth in this act, of its members. A majority of the
46 town meeting members shall constitute a quorum for
47 doing business; but a less number may organize
48 temporarily and may adjourn from time to time. All
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49 town meetings shall be held in public. Town meeting
50 members shall receive no compensation as such. Sub-
-51 ject to such conditions as may be determined from
52 time to time by the representative town meeting, any
53 voter of the town who is not a town meeting member
54 may speak at any representative town meeting, but
55 he shall not vote. An elected town meeting member
56 may resign by filing a written resignation with the town
57 clerk, and such resignation shall take effect on the
58 date of such filing. An elected town meeting member
59 who removes from the precinct from which he was
60 elected shall cease to be a town meeting member.
61 Non-voting town meeting members shall not be
62 counted in the determination of quorums.

1 Section 2. This act shall be submitted to the legal
2 voters of the town of South Hadley at the next annual
3 town meeting. The vote shall be taken in precincts by
4 ballot in accordance with the provisions of general law,
5 so far as the same shall be applicable, in answer to the
6 question, which shall be placed upon the official ballot
7 to be used in the several precincts in said town at such
8 election for the election of town officers: “Shall an
9 act passed by the general court in the year nineteen

10 hundred and thirty-nine, entitled ‘An Act relative to
11 town meeting members ex officiis in the town of South
12 Hadley’, be accepted by this town? ” If accepted by a
13 majority of the voters voting thereon at any such
14 annual meeting, this act shall thereupon take effect
15 for all purposes incidental to the annual town election
16 in said town in the year nineteen hundred and forty,
17 and shall take full effect beginning with said election.



c

�


