
Executive Department

To the Honorable Se He if Revresenta ;

I am returning herewith, without my approval, House
Bill No. 1985, an Act relative to the retirement allow-
ance of Harry A. Penniman, a former employee in the
City of Cambridge.

The City of Cambridge put into operation in 1931 a
contributory retirement law and this bill seeks to give
Mr. Penniman a higher retirement allowance than the
provisions of the general retirement law will give him.

I am informed that in this case the beneficiary under
the Act, Mr. Penniman, was granted employment with
the approval of the Mayor and City Council of Cam-
bridge after he had been retired at the age of seventy
years. He has remained on full compensation since that
time, the compensation being made up of the retirement
benefit when he reached the age of seventy and additional
cash to bring it to the amount of money he had been
receiving on the date of his retirement. The purpose of
this bill is to now continue his retirement on a larger
retirement allowance than he is entitled to under the City
of Cambridge contributory retirement law.

Even without this special legislation, this employee
has been in a favored position over other public employees
who are forced to retire at the age of seventy on a retire-
ment allowance only. lam not in favor of such special
legislation. I believe it is unfair to the rank and file of
our public employees to single out individuals for special
consideration.
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If we violate this principle, the Legislature will be
flooded with special petitions and this retirement act and
other acts of similar nature will become a patchwork of
special legislation, which will defeat the very purpose
of the law originally enacted. The Legislature has
agreed that the retirement age is seventy. If this age
is to be increased, then everybody should have the same
treatment. The system is for the many and should not
be set aside lightly for one individual.
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