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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:
I am returning herewith, without my approval, House 

Bill No. 545, entitled, An Act relative to the retirement 
of certain janitors employed in public schools of certain 
cities and towns.

This Bill applies to janitors who remained in the non
contributory system of pensions rather than accept the 
provisions of the contributory pension act which was put 
into operation in 1937. Originally this law provided re
tirement after the age of sixty with not less than twenty- 
five years of service. In  1934 the law was changed to 
provide for a pension after fifteen years of service for 
injuries in line of duty. . The present legislation would 
reduce this latter period to five years.

In recent years the Legislature has attem pted to stop 
all forms of non-contributory pension legislation and has 
provided a uniform contributory law for municipal and 
county employees. When the contributory law was put 
into operation in 1937, employees having a possible right 
to a non-contributory pension had to decide whether they 
would stay in the non-contributory system or shift over 

I  to the contributory system. Obviously, it is unfair and 
most discouraging to the large majority who are now 
contributing to a pension system if they were employed 
prior to 1937 to have those who did not so elect get in
creased benefits by changing and making easier the 
terms of the non-contributory system. The Legislature 
should do all in its power to encourage the contributory
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pension system. This bill represents the same type of 
class legislation as does individual pension bills.

I believe th a t we should adhere to the principle that 
no changes should be made in non-contributory pension 
laws which increase pension benefits or extend the cover
age beyond what was in the law in 1934. The 1937 Act 
clearly intended tha t no increased benefits would be made 
by future legislation to the non-contributory pension 
laws.

LEVERETT SALTONSTALL,
Governor of the Commonwealth.


