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House of Representatives, May 17, 1939.

The committee on Public Health, to whom was re-
ferred the report of the special commission (including
members of the General Court) established to investi-
gate regulation by the Commonwealth of agencies
engaged in securing employment for nurses (House, No.
1997), report the accompanying bill (House, No. 2326).

For the committee,

JOHN W. VAUGHAN.

Che Commontocalth of Massachusetts
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Nine.

An Act further regulating the profession of nurs-
ing WITHIN THE COMMONWEALTH AND PROVIDING FOR

THE LICENSING OF NURSES’ AND ATTENDANTS’ INTELLI-
GENCE OFFICES THEREIN.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Rouse of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter thirteen of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out sections thirteen
3 to fifteen, inclusive, as appearing in the Tercentenary
4 Edition, and inserting in place thereof the four
5 following new sections;
6 Section 13. There shall be a board of registration
7 of nurses, in the three following sections called the
8 board, consisting of five members, each of whom
9 shall be a citizen of the United States and shall have

10 resided in the commonwealth continuously for the
11 five years immediately preceding his appointment.
12 Two members shall be persons registered as nurses
13 under the laws of this commonwealth and holding
14 diplomas, each from a different training school for
15 nurses. Each of said members shall have had five
16 years’ experience as a nurse; and one of them shall
17 be engaged in the active practice of nursing in a non-

-18 administrative capacity. One member shall be a
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hospital trustee. The other two members shall be
registered physicians, of whom one shall be the sec-
retary of the board of registration in medicine, ex
officio, and one shall be the superintendent of a hos-
pital having a training school for nurses which has
been approved by the board. In every year when
the term of an appointive member expires, his suc-

cessor, qualified as aforesaid, shall before October
first be appointed by the governor, with the advice
and consent of the council, to hold office for three
years from said October first.
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Section 14- The board shall hold regular meetings
on the second Tuesdays of January, April and Octo-
ber in each year at the office of the board of registra-
tion in medicine, and it may hold additional meetings
at such times and places as it may determine. At
the regular meeting in October, it shall organize by
electing from its membership a chairman, who shall
hold office for one year. The secretary of the board
of registration in medicine shall be the secretary of
the board. Before entering upon the discharge of
the duties of his office, the secretary shall give to the
state treasurer a bond in the penal sum of twenty-five
thousand dollars, with a surety company authorized
to transact business in the commonwealth as surety,
conditioned upon the faithful discharge of his duties.
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Section 15. The annual compensation of each
member of the board, except the secretary, shall be
five hundred dollars, and that of the secretary shall
be fifteen hundred dollars, and each member shall
also receive the necessary traveling expenses actually
incurred by him in attending the meetings of the
board. Said compensation and traveling expenses,
and any incidental expenses necessarily incurred by
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53 the board or any member thereof, shall be paid by
54 the commonwealth; provided, that the total of
55 such compensation and expenses shall not be in excess
56 of the receipts for registration paid to the common-
-57 wealth by the board.
58 Section 15A. The board may appoint and may
59 remove such number of inspectors and such number
60 of clerical and other assistants as the work of the
61 board may require. Every such inspector shall be a
62 registered nurse and shall have practiced as such
63 within the commonwealth for not less than five
64 years immediately prior to his appointment here-
-65 under.

1 Section 2. Chapter one hundred and twelve of
2 the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out
3 sections seventy-four to eighty-one, inclusive, and
4 the caption before said section seventy-four, all as
5 so appearing, and inserting in place thereof, under
6 the caption registration of nurses and attend-

-7 ANTS AND LICENSING OF NURSES’ AND ATTENDANTS’
8 intelligence offices, the nine following new
9 sections:

10 Section 74 . The board of registration of nurses,
11 herein and in the eight following sections called the
12 board, shall hold examinations for the registration
13 of nurses and of attendants and shall give notice of
14 the time, places and subjects of such examinations,
15 by publication in one or more newspapers in each
16 county. Applications for registration, signed and
17 sworn to by the applicant, shall be made on blanks
18 furnished by the board. An applicant who furnishes
19 satisfactory proof that, if he desires to be registered
20 as a nurse, he is at least twenty-one and a graduate
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21 of a high school or its equivalent, or as an attendant,
22 he is at least eighteen and a graduate of a grade
23 school or its equivalent, and that he is of good moral
24 character and a graduate of a training school for
25 nurses or for attendants, as the case may be, ap-
26 proved by the board, shall, upon payment of a fee
27 of five dollars, be examined by the board, and, if
28 found qualified, shall be registered, with a right to<
29 use the title registered nurse, or the title registered
30 attendant, and to practice as such for the term of one
31 year, and shall receive a certificate thereof from the
32 board, signed by its chairman and its secretary. An
33 applicant failing to pass an examination satisfactory
34 to the board shall be entitled, within one year there-
35 after, to a re-examination at a meeting of the board
36 called for the examination of applicants, without the
37 payment of an additional fee. Every person regis-
38 tered hereunder whose registration is still in full
39 force and effect and who continues to hold himself
40 out as a registered nurse or as a registered attendant.
41 as the case may be, shall, on or before the date upon
42 which his registration expires, renew his registration
43 for the ensuing two years by payment of a fee of
44 two dollars to the board, and thereupon the board
45 shall issue a certificate showing that the holder thereof
46 is entitled to practice as a registered nurse, or as a
47 registered attendant, as the case may be, for the
48 period covered by said payment. In default of such
49 renewal, a person registered hereunder shall forfeit
50 the right to practice as a registered nurse, or as a
51 registered attendant, or to hold himself out as such
52 until such fee shall have been paid. The board may,
53 after due notice and a hearing, by vote of a majority
54 of its members, annul the registration and cancel the
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certificate of any nurse or attendant. The board
may at any time reissue any certificate so revoked
and register anew any nurse or attendant whose
registration was cancelled. Section sixty-four shall
apply to registrations and certificates annulled or
cancelled under authority of this section.

55

56
57

58
59
60

Section 7I^A . The board may also annually license
persons as operators of nurses’ and attendants’ in-
telligence offices and may make rules and regulations
relative to the conduct of such offices; provided,
that no such rule or regulation shall prohibit the
conducting of a rooming, lodging or boarding house
in connection with such an office; and provided,
further, that no such license shall be required in
the case of a nursing registry operated by an incor-
porated charitable hospital and charging no fee or
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a fee of not more than fifty cents for any position
furnished by it. The fee for any license under this
section shall be twenty-five dollars and the term
of such license shall be one year. Such licenses
may annually be renewed by the board upon the
payment of a fee of twenty-five dollars. The board
may, after due notice and a hearing, by vote of
a majority of its members, revoke any license
granted under this section, and may at any time
reissue any license so revoked. The supreme judicial
court, upon petition of a person whose license has
been revoked under this section, may enter a decree
revising or reversing the decision of the board, if it
appears that the decision was clearly wrong; but
prior to the entry of such decree no order shall be
made or entered by the court to stay or supersede
any revocation of any such license. Whoever, with-
out a license therefor, establishes or keeps a nurses’
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89 and attendants’ intelligence office shall be punished
90 by a fine of ten dollars for each day during any
91 portion of which such office is so kept.
92 Section 75. Examinations shall be partly in writ-
-93 ing in the English language and partly in practical
94 work, and shall include the principles and methods
95 of nursing. Due credit shall be given for examina-
-96 tions in special branches.
97 Section 76. The board may, without examination,
98 upon the payment of a fee of five dollars, register,
99 and issue a certificate to, a nurse or attendant who

100 has been lawfully in practice as such for at least five
101 years in another state if he presents to the board a
102 certificate of registration and a certificate of duration
103 of practice, both from the board of registration of
104 nurses or other board having similar powers anti
105 duties of such other state; provided, that such other
106 state shall require a degree of competency equal to
107 that required of similar applicants in this common-
-108 wealth and shall extend a like courtesy to nurses and
109 attendants registered in this commonwealth.
110 Section 77. The board shall investigate all corn-
-111 plaints of violation of sections seventy-four to eighty-
-112 one, inclusive, and whenever, after investigation, in
113 its opinion such violation has occurred, shall report
114 the same to the proper prosecuting officers.
115 Section 78. The board shall keep a record of the
116 names of all persons registered or licensed by it and
117 of all money received and disbursed by it, and a
118 duplicate thereof shall be open to public inspection
119 in the office of the state secretary. Fees referred to
120 in section seventy-four and section seventy-six shall
121 be paid in advance to the secretary of the board,
122 who shall pay them weekly to the state treasurer.
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123 The board shall make an annual report of the con-
-124 dition of professional nursing in the commonwealth.
125 Section 79. The board may make such rules and
126 regulations consistent with law relative to procedure
127 and practice under sections seventy-four to eighty-
-128 one, inclusive, as it deems expedient.
129 Section 80. Whoever, not being lawfully author-
130 ized to practice as a registered nurse within the com-

131 monwealth, practices or attempts to practice, or acts
132 in any manner, as a registered nurse, or uses the
133 abbreviation, R.N., or any words, letters or figures to
134 indicate that the person using the same is such a reg-
135 istered nurse, and whoever, not being lawfully author-
136 ized to practice as a registered attendant within the
137 commonwealth, practices or attempts to practice as

138 a registered attendant, shall, except as provided in
139 section sixty-five, be punished by a fine of not more

140 than one hundred dollars or by imprisonment for
141 six months, or both. Whoever under a false or

142 assumed name becomes or attempts to become regis-

143 tered as a registered nurse, or practices or attempts
144 to practice as a registered nurse or as a registered
145 attendant, shall be punished by a fine of not less
146 than one hundred nor more than five hundred dol-
147 lars or by imprisonment for six months, or both.
148 A person practicing as a registered nurse or as a

149 registered attendant in violation of any provision
150 of this section shall recover no compensation for his
151 services.
152 Section 81. The eight preceding sections shall not

153 apply to gratuitous nursing of the sick by friends or

154 members of the family, or to the acts of any person
155 nursing the sick for hire who does not designate
156 himself, or assume or hold himself out to be, a regis-
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157 tered nurse or a registered attendant, nor shall they
158 apply to nursing in a hospital where medical and
159 nursing supervision is provided.

1 Section 3. Within thirty days after the effective
2 date of this act the governor, with the advice and
3 consent of the council, shall appoint a registered
4 physician as a member of the board of registration
5 of nurses to serve until October first, nineteen hun-
-6 dred and forty-two, and until his successor is qualified.

1 Section 4. Any person, who, upon the effective
2 date of this act, is engaged within the commonwealth
3 in practice as a nurse or as an attendant shall, with-
-4 out any examination, be registered as a nurse or as an
5 attendant, as the case may be, by the board of regis-
-6 tration of nurses, hereinafter called the board; pro-
-7 vided, that such person makes application to the
8 board for such registration, accompanied by such
9 information as it may require, and by a renewal fee

10 of two dollars, within two years after said effective
11 date; and provided, further, that the term of any
12 registration hereunder shall not extend beyond a date
13 two years subsequent to said effective date. Fees re-
-14 ferred to in this section shall be paid in advance to
15 the secretary of the board, who shall pay them weekly
16 to the state treasurer.

1 Section 5. The board of registration of nurses,
2 as constituted upon the effective date of this act,
3 shall continue in existence with the same powers and
4 duties as it had and was subject to immediately prior
5 to said date, except as otherwise provided by this
6 act. The appointive members of said board in office
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upon said effective date shall continue to serve as

such, but, except as to the appointive member whose
term expires in the year nineteen hundred and thirty-
nine, the terms of office of the appointive members
are hereby reduced from four years to three years
from the date of their several appointments. It is
hereby declared to be the legislative intent that said
board, as constituted immediately prior to said
effective date, shall continue in existence, subject to
the provisions of this act.
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