
HOUSE 2410

House of Representatives, June 15, 1939.
The committee on Education, to whom was referred

so much of the message from His Excellency the Gover-
nor recommending legislation for the consolidation, trans-
fer, elimination and abolition of certain state boards,
commissions and divisions, for miscellaneous means and
methods of affecting a reduction in governmental ex-
penditures, for the distribution of ten million dollars
from the Highway Fund to the cities and towns and
relative to ways and means of alleviating the financial
problems affecting municipalities and to postponement
by them of sending out tax bills (House, No. 2121) as
relates to the elimination of the Division of Immigra-
tion and Americanization, report (in part) the accom-
panying bill (House, No. 2410).

For the committee,

ARTHUR W. COOLIDGE.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Nine.

An Act abolishing the office of director of the
DIVISION OF IMMIGRATION AND AMERICANIZATION, AND

FURTHER REGULATING THE POWERS AND DUTIES OF

SAID DIVISION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The name of the advisory board of
2 immigration and Americanization is hereby changed
3 to the board of immigration and Americanization.
4 After the effective date of this act the division of immi-
-5 gration and Americanization as theretofore consti-
-6 tuted shall continue under its new name except as

7 otherwise provided in this act.

1 Section 2. Chapter fifteen of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out section four, as

3 appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, and inserting
4 in place thereof the following:
5 Section J+. The commissioner shall be the execu-
-6 tive and administrative head of the department. He
7 shall have charge of the administration and enforce-
-8 ment of all laws, rules and regulations which it is the
9 duty of the department to administer and enforce,

10 and shall be chairman of the board. He shall organize
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11 in the department a division of public libraries, a divi-
-12 sion of immigration and Americanization, a division
13 of the blind and such other divisions as he may deter-
-14 mine. Each division, except the division of immigra-
-15 tion and Americanization, shall be in charge of a di-
-16 rector, and each division shall be under the general
17 supervision of the commissioner. Nothing in this
18 chapter shall be construed as affecting the powers and
19 duties of the trustees of the Massachusetts state
20 college as set forth in chapter seventy-five.

1 Section 3. Said chapter fifteen is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section twelve, as amended
3 by chapter three hundred and sixty-seven of the acts
4 of nineteen hundred and thirty-five, and inserting in
5 place thereof the following:
6 Section 12. The division of immigration and Ameri-
-7 canization shall consist of a board of six persons to be
8 known as the board of immigration and Americani-
-9 zation. Two members of said board shall be appointed

10 annually for three years each, by the governor, with
11 the advice and consent of the council. The governor
12 shall designate one of said members as chairman.
13 Said board shall meet at least once a month at such
14 times as it may by rule determine, and when requested
15 by any member thereof. The members of said board
16 shall receive no compensation for their services, but
17 shall be reimbursed for their actual necessary expenses
18 incurred in the performance of their duties.

1 Section 4. Chapter sixty-nine of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by striking out section
3 eleven, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, and
4 inserting in place thereof the following:
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6 icanization shall employ such methods, consistent with
7 law, as in its judgment, will tend to bring into sym-
8 pathetic and mutually helpful relations the common-
9 wealth and its residents of foreign origin, protect

10 immigrants from exploitation and abuse, stimulate
11 their acquisition and mastery of English, develop their
12 understanding of American government, institutions
13 and ideals, and generally promote their assimilation
14 and naturalization. For the above purposes, the
15 division may co-operate with other officers and de-
-16 partments of the commonwealth and with all public
17 agencies, federal, state or municipal. It may in-

-18 vestigate the exploitation or abuse of immigrants and
19 in making any investigation may require the attend-

-20 ance and testimony of witnesses and the production
21 of books and documents relating to the matter under
22 investigation. Subject to the approval of the depart-
-23 ment and of the commission on administration and
24 finance, the division may make reasonable charges for
25 any service rendered or material furnished by it.

1 Section 5. This act shall take effect on the first
2 day of December in the current year.

5 Section 11 . The division of immigration and Amer-


