
HOUSE 2469

By Mr. Brown of Abington, petition of David W. Armstrong
(Commissioner of Public Welfare) for legislation to regulate further
the keeping and inspection of certain public records. Public Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Nine.

An Act further regulating the keeping and in-

spection OF CERTAIN PUBLIC RECORDS.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby de-
-3 dared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
4 immediate preservation of the public convenience.

1 ('hapter sixty-six of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section eighteen, as appear-
-3 ing in the Tercentenary Edition, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following:
5 Section 18. (a) This chapter shall not apply to
6 the records of the general court, nor shall declara-
-7 lions, affidavits and other papers filed by claimants
8 or applicants for financial or other aid from depart-

-9 ments of the commonwealth or of any city or town
10 thereof, or the names of any applicants for or re-
-11 cipients of such aid, or the records kept by the de-

Clje Commontoealti) of 00as0ac!)usetts

Be it enacted hy the Senate and Rouse of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and hy the
authority of the same, as follows:
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12 partments of the commonwealth or of any city or
13 town thereof, or as used for reference by the duly
14 authorized officials and employees of the said de-
-15 partments under chapters eighteen, sixty-nine, one
16 hundred and fifteen, one hundred and seventeen, one
17 hundred and eighteen, one hundred and eighteen A,
18 one hundred and nineteen, and one hundred and
19 twenty-one, be public records; and the contents
20 thereof shall not be divulged by any person having
21 charge of or access to the same, except that a duly
22 organized charitable organization, may in the discre-
-23 tion of the said department head, be informed, whether
24 or not an individual has applied for or is receiving
25 aid. ( b ) Nothing herein shall be construed to pre-
-26 elude the disclosure by any department of the com-
-27 monwealth, or of any city or town thereof, or any
28 department head, officer or employee thereof, of any
29 such information or record in any formal proceeding
30 under the several state laws hereinbefore mentioned
31 in subdivision (a) of this section or as may be required
32 by the departments of the Federal government in the
33 making of reports, in such form and containing such
34 information as the said Federal governments or their
35 successors may from time to time require under a
36 Federal-state-grant-in-aid relationship, so-called, nor
37 prohibit the publication of statistical data or other
38 information not relating to any particular person and
39 nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent
40 the registration of cases applying for or receiving
41 public relief and care in a central index or social serv-
-42 ice exchange for the purpose of preventing duplica-
-43 tion and of co-ordinating the work of public and
44 private agencies.


