
HOUSE 2562

(�

Executive Department

To the Honorable Senate and Howe of Representatives:

This message concerns taxation. Additional taxes on
liquor and gasoline are still pending before your honor-
able bodies. The balance of the program submitted by
me on June 1, 1939, and contained in House Document
No. 2369 has failed of passage. I hereby renew my rec-
ommendation contained in my message of June 1, 1939.
I do so for the following simple reason.

Under our constitution the General Court is the ap-
propriating body for the State services; it is also the
body that, upon recommendation from its Chief Execu-
tive, must raise through taxation the money to pay for
these appropriations. You have appropriated for the
services of the Commonwr ealth this year approximately
fifty-eight millions of dollars. You have failed to raise
money to pay for these appropriations. It is impossible
to permit this burden to be passed to our cities and towns
and order them to assess it on real estate, as has been
done many times in the years passed. Real estate just
can’t bear the burden. It is also failing in your duty
in my opinion to say that we shall borrow and pass the
burden on to the next Legislature to find new revenue.
This has been done too much in the past. Our real
estate taxes are already so big that business is impaired;
the valuation of real estate is constantly decreasing and
several of our towns are either in receivership or on the
way to receivership. One of our thirty-nine cities is
financially managed by a Commission appointed by the
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State and your honorable House of Representatives has
already enacted a bill that creates a substantial receiver-
ship of another of our most important industrial cities.
What use is there in deceiving ourselves into thinking
that we can assess additional taxes on real estate under
these circumstances? Fifty and fifty-five dollars per
thousand on assessments already high are practically
confiscatory. We must raise new revenue with which to
pay our bills. The only alternative is to cut out the
services. I have already suggested some reductions in
our State services, perhaps minor in amount, and yet
even these small reductions you have in the main re-
fused to consider.

I, therefore, give you again my recommendations for
these new and additional taxes. The goal of our en-
deavors is the elimination of our State tax on the real
estate of our cities and towns. The season of the year is
late. Possibly this goal cannot be reached in its entirety
but any program that does not come close to this goal
is not one worthy of consideration. I shall not permit
myself to be a party to any partnership that will appro-
priate money and deceive our people into thinking that
the services that they are receiving from our State they
are paying for, when in fact they are not. I am con-
fident that the greater majority of your honorable bodies
feel as I do.

I, therefore, ask you to act speedily on these matters.
The program, as I have submitted it, is in substance the
program that the Commissioner of Corporations and
Taxation has submitted to me with the exception of a
sales tax. You have sat for eight months and the sales
tax has failed of enactment. There is no other alterna-
tive except to pass the taxes I have recommended. If
you can’t pay your bills for your services, then the serv-
ices must be eliminated. If this tax program fails of
enactment I shall then adopt the alternative that you
force me to take, namely, cut the services that the State
Government is rendering our people, and try at the same
time to explain to our people why I have been forced to
take this step.
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Senate petition No. 391 is before you. This concerns
a State tax deficit for 1938 and permits funding of this
deficit at the option of municipalities. I trust you will
pass this measure.

I wish to make clear, however, that appropriations for
expenses in the current year must be paid out of current
taxation. The future of this Commonwealth and of this
nation depends upon the courage and determination of
the present generation facing its responsibilities as they
arise and not “passing the buck” to our children and
future generations.

LEVERETT SALTONSTALL,
Governor of the Commonwealth.




