
SENATE No. 474
By Mr. Powers, petition of John E. Powers for legislation to abolish the

Outdoor Advertising Division in the Department of Public Works and to estab-
lish an outdoor advertising bureau in the Department of Public Safety. State
Administration.

*

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Two.

An Act abolishing the outdoor advertising division in the

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS, AND ESTABLISHING IN THE DE-

PARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY AN OUTDOOR ADVERTISING BUREAU.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. The outdoor advertising division in the depart-
-2 ment of public works, the outdoor advertising board, and the
3 office of executive director of said board are hereby abolished.

1 Section 2. Sections five C and five Dof chapter sixteen of
2 the General Laws are hereby repealed.

1 Section 3. Section 6of said chapter 16 is hereby amended
2 by striking out the words “and the outdoor advertising divi-
-3 sion”, inserted by section 3A of chapter 584 of the acts of 1955.

1 Section 4. Chapter 22 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding at the end, under the caption OUTDOOR
3 ADVERTISING BUREAU, the following section: Section

* 4 15. There shall be in the department a bureau to be known as
5 the outdoor advertising bureau, for the purpose of regulating
6 and controlling, in the public interest and safety, the erection
7 and maintenance of billboards, signs or other advertising de-
-8 vices. Said bureau shall consist of three members, two to be
9 appointed by the governor, one from each major political
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10 party, with the advice and consent of the council, and the
11 third member to be the commissioner of public safety, or an
12 employee of the department of public safety designated by him
13 from time to time as his representative on the bureau.
14 It shall be the duty of the commissioner of public safety, or
15 the employee of the department of public safety designated by
16 him as his representative on the bureau, in addition to his
17 other duties as member of the bureau, to arrange for the co-
18 operation of employees of the said department in reporting
19 the location of billboards, signs or other advertising devices
20 along state highways, and in enforcing the rules and regula-
21 tions of the bureau. The two members of the bureau to be ap-
22 pointed by the governor shall be designated in their original
23 appointment to serve for two and four years, respectively, from
24 June first, in the year of appointment. Upon expiration of
25 the term of such a member, his successor shall be appointed in
26 the manner aforesaid, for four years. The governor shall from
27 time to time designate one of the members appointed by him
28 as chairman of the bureau, and, with the advice and consent of
29 the council, may remove any appointed member for cause,
30 and, with like advice and consent, shall fill any appointive
31 vacancy for the unexpired term. Each member shall hold
32 office until the appointment and qualification of his successor.
33 Whenever any action by the bureau is required to be in writ-
34 ing, such writing shall be sufficient when signed by any two
35 of the members. The bureau shall make an annual report for
36 the preceding calendar year, setting forth the number of per-
37 mits granted, the number of permits refused, the number of
38 hearings held, the number of illegal signs removed, and other
39 relevant matters, to the general court and to the commis-
40 sioner of public safety in January of each year. The chairman
41 of the bureau shall receive from the commonwealth as com-
-42 pensation the sum of fifty dollars for each day spent in the|)
43 performance of his official duties, but not exceeding three thou-
-44 sand five hundred dollars in any one year, and the other mem-
-45 ber appointed by the governor shall receive the sum of forty
46 dollars for each such day, but not exceeding two thousand
47 eight hundred dollars in any one year. Each member of the
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48 bureau shall be reimbursed for necessary expenses incurred
49 by him in the performance of his official duties. No member
50 who is regularly employed by the commonwealth shall receive
51 compensation for his services as member of the bureau, but
52 may be reimbursed for necessary expenses incurred by him in
53 the performance of his official duties as member of the bureau
54 as aforesaid.
55 The commissioner shall assign an officer of the division of
56 state police as the administrative and executive officer of said
57 bureau, and said officer shall be in charge of all administrative
58 and executive details.

1 Section 5. Section 29 of chapter 93 of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by section 4 of chapter 584 of the
3 acts of 1955, is hereby further amended by striking out, in
4 lines 2, 3, 15, 25 and 30, the word “board” and inserting in
5 place thereof, in each instance, the word: bureau; and by
6 striking out, in line 25, the words “the executive director” and
7 inserting in place thereof the words: its administrative and
8 executive officer.

1 Section 6. Section 29A of said chapter 93, added by sec-
-2 tion 5 of said chapter 584, is hereby amended by striking out,
3 in lines 3, 5, 7, 9, 16, 19 and 23, the word “board” and insert-
-4 ing in place thereof, in each instance, the word: bureau;
5 and by striking out, in lines 12 and 13 and in line 20, the
6 words “executive director” and inserting in place thereof, in
7 each instance, the words: administrative and executive
8 officer.

1 Section 7. Section 30A of said chapter 93, as most recently
2 amended by section 6 of said chapter 584, is hereby further
3 amended by inserting after the word “permit”, in line 2, the
4 words: —■ of the outdoor advertising bureau, or; and by strik-
-5 ing out, in line 8, and in line 9, the word “board” and inserting
6 in place thereof, in each instance, the word: bureau.

1 Section 8. Section 31 of said chapter 93, as amended by
2 section 7 of said chapter 584, is hereby further amended by
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3 striking out, in line 7, the word “board” and inserting in place
4 thereof the word: bureau.

1 Section 9. Each of the employees of the outdoor advertis-
-2 ing division in the department of public works, not including,
3 however, the present members of the outdoor advertising
4 board or the executive director of the board, is hereby trans-
-5 ferred to the department of public safety and shall be employed
6 by the outdoor advertising bureau. The transfer hereunder
7 of any such employee shall not impair his civil service, retire-
-8 ment, seniority or other rights. The outdoor advertising divi-
-9 sion shall deliver to said bureau such records and other data

10 now in custody of said division as may be necessary for the
11 proper function of said bureau.

1 Section 10. The rules and regulations for the control and
2 restriction of billboards, signs and other advertising devices
3 adopted by the outdoor advertising board and in force on the
4 effective date of this act shall remain in full force and effect
5 until amended, repealed or suspended by the outdoor advertis-
-6 ing bureau established by section fifteen of chapter twenty-
-7 two of the General Laws, inserted by section four of this
8 act.
9 All licenses and permits issued by said outdoor advertising

10 board and outstanding on said effective date shall remain in
11 effect until the expiration dates thereof, and no rules or regu-
-12 lations of said outdoor advertising bureau, or the repeal of any
13 rule or regulation adopted by said board, shall require, or be
14 construed to require, the removal of any billboard or device
15 which at the time of the issue of the license or permit therefor
16 complied with the law and regulations then in effect, or affect
17 any location with respect to which a license or permit has been
18 granted, but said outdoor advertising bureau shall have full
19 and complete jurisdiction of said licenses or permits in the
20 same manner as if they were originally granted by it.


