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By Mr. Hays (by request), petition of F. Leo Bailey that provision be made
for the payment of a sum of money from the State treasury for expenses suf-
fered by Willard L. Page. Joint Ways and Means.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Two.

Resolve in favor of willard l. page, of Worcester county,
WORCESTER.

1 Resolved, Whereas, A rape and aggravated assault occurred
2 at Leicester in Worcester County during the year nineteen
3 hundred fifty-six; and

4 Whereas, Willard L. Page of Worcester was arrested, in-
-5 dieted, and placed on trial upon charges of having committed
6 said atrocious crimes following an alleged identification by the
7 victims in June, nineteen hundred sixty, and was positively
8 but mistakenly identified as the person who committed the
9 said crimes and was because of the four year time lapse wholly

10 unable to establish his whereabouts at the time the crimes
11 were committed; and

Whereas, In order to establish his innocence the said Willard
L. Page took many polygraph (“lie-detector”) tests adminis-
tered by both private and State Police examiners to demon-
strate his innocence; and
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Whereas, In order to establish his innocence at trial, and
protect his rights for possible appeal, the said Willard L. Page
produced at trial many experts to testify to the scientific
validity and evidentiary value of the polygraph, all at consid-
erable expense; and
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Whereas, Said Willard L. Page was acquitted of all charges
after a lengthy trial in the Worcester Superior Court in May,
nineteen hundred sixty-one; and
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24 Whereas, The victims have continually refused to take poly-
-25 graph tests (at the expense of Page) to show that their mis-
-26 taken identification was at least sincere; and

27 Whereas, Suit was instituted by the said Willard L. Page
28 against the victims in the Worcester Superior Court in May,
29 nineteen hundred sixty-one on the ground that the victims had
30 realized their mistake in identifying Page but had refused to
31 admit the same prior to trial; and

32 Whereas, The said suit was brought to trial in November,
33 nineteen hundred sixty-one, and was dismissed on the ground
34 that as Government witnesses the victims are immune from
35 suit on the facts above stated; and

36 Whereas, The said Willard L. Page is left without any legal
37 remedy to recover the special damages which he suffered as a
38 result of his arrest, indictment, and trial; and

39 Whereas, The expenditures and disbursements accruing
40 from loss of work, costs of bail, investigation, trial expenses,
41 expert witness fees, and legal fees amount to twelve thousand
42 dollars; now, therefore, be it
43 Resolved, That subject to appropriation, there be paid out
44 of the treasury of the commonwealth, as reimbursement for
45 the wholly undeserved expenses suffered by the said Willard
46 L. Page, the sum of twelve thousand dollars.


