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By Mr. Rosen of Dedham, petition of Harold E. Rosen and Joseph D. Ward
for a legislative amendment to the Constitution to provide that sessions of the
General Court held in even numbered years be limited to the consideration of the
budget, messages of the Governor, matters relating to the administration of coun-
ties and municipalities and matters admitted as an emergency nature. Consti-
tutional Law.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixtv-Four

Proposal for a legislative amendment to the constitution
CONCERNING THE ANNUAL SESSIONS OF THE GENERAL COURT IN
EVEN-NUMBERED YEARS.

1 A majority of all the members elected to the Senate and
2 House of Representatives, in joint session, hereby declares it
3 to be expedient to alter the Constitution by the adoption of the
4 following Article of Amendment, to the end that it may become
5 a part of the Constitution [if similarly agreed to in a joint session
6 of the next General Court and approved by the people at the
7 state election next following]:

8 ARTICLE OF AMENDMENT.

9 Art. . The political year shall begin on the first Wednes-
-10 day of January, and the general court shall assemble every year
11 on the first Wednesday in January and shall proceed at that
12 session to make all necessary elections, and during sessions held
13 on odd-numbered years do all the other acts which are pres-
-14 ently required to be made and done by the Constitution; and
15 during sessions held on even-numbered years their actions shall
16 be confined to state budgetary items, messages from the gov-
-17 ernor, matters relating to the administration of counties, cities
18 and towns, only when such matters have received the prior
19 approval of the governing body of the affected political sub-
-20 division, and matters considered of an emergency nature that
21 may be admitted by the joint rules committee. And the general
22 court shall be dissolved on the next day preceding the first
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23 Wednesday of January without any proclamation or other act of
24 the governor. But nothing herein contained shall prevent the
25 general court from assembling at such other times as they shall
26 judge necessary, or when called together by the governor.
27 All the other provisions of the Constitution, respecting the
28 elections and proceedings of the members of the general court
29 or of any other officers or persons whatever, that have reference
30 to the last Wednesday of May, as the commencement of the
31 political year, shall be so far altered as to have like reference to
32 the first Wednesday of January.


