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By Mr. Porter of Agawam, petition of George W. Porter for legislation relativ
to appeals from refusals to abate taxes. Taxation.

An Act relative to appeals from refusals to abate taxes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 64 of chapter 59 of the General Laws, as
2 most recently amended by chapter 544 of the acts of 1956, is
3 hereby amended by striking out the first sentence and inserting
4 in place thereof the following sentence: A person aggrieved
5 by the refusal of assessors to abate a tax on personal property
6 at least one half of which has been paid, or a tax of not more
7 than one thousand dollars on a parcel of real estate, or a tax of
8 more than one thousand dollars on a parcel of real estate which
9 tax either has been paid or on account of which there has been

10 paid a sum not less than the amount which would be assessable
11 in the year of assessment of the tax upon a valuation equal to
12 the average of the valuations of said parcel, as reduced by rea-
-13 son of abatements, if any, for the three years next preceding
14 said year, may, within three months after receiving the notice
15 provided in section sixty-three, or within three months after the
16 time when the application for abatement is deemed to be denied
17 as hereinafter provided appeal therefrom by filing a complaint
18 with the clerk of the county commissioners, or of the board au-
-19 thorized to hear and determine such complaints, for the county
20 where the property taxed lies, and if on hearing the board finds
21 him taxed at more than his just proportion, or upon an assess-
-22 ment of any of his property in excess of its fair cash value, and
23 that the complainant has complied with all applicable provisions
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24 of law, it shall make a reasonable abatement and an order as to
25 costs; provided, that no appeal may be taken under this sec-
-26 tion with respect to a tax on property in Revere or Winthrop.

1 Section 2. Said section 64 of said chapter 59 is hereby
2 amended by striking out the seventh sentence of the second
3 paragraph thereof and inserting in place thereof the following
4 sentence: If upon hearing it appears that the complainant
5 has complied with all applicable provisions of law and the ap-
-6 pellate tax board finds that the complainant has been taxed at
7 more than his just proportion or taxed upon an assessment of
8 any of his property in excess of its fair cash value or is duly
9 entitled to an abatement, it may grant him such reasonable

10 abatement as justice may require, and shall enter an order di-
ll recting the treasurer of the town to refund said amount, if the
12 tax sought to be abated has been paid, together with all charges
13 and interest at four per cent on the amount of the abatement
14 from the date of the payment of the tax.

1 Section 3. This act shall apply to appeals from the refusals
2 of assessors to abate taxes assessed in the year nineteen hundred
3 and sixty-four and thereafter. The provisions of said section
4 sixty-four as in effect immediately prior to the effective date of
5 this act, shall continue to apply to appeals from refusals to abate
6 taxes assessed prior to January first, nineteen hundred and sixty-
-7 four.


