
HOUSE . No. 1231
By Mr. Menton of Watertown, petition of the Massachusetts League of Cities

and Towns for an investigation by a special commission (including members of the
General Court) relative to real estate taxation. Taxation.

fi In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Four

A Resolve providing for a study and investigation by a
SPECIAL COMMISSION RELATIVE TO REAL ESTATE TAXATION.

1 Resolved, That the unpaid special commission of fifteen mem-
-2 hers, to consist of three members of the senate, to be designated
3 by the President thereof, five members of the house of representa-
-4 fives to be designated by the speaker thereof, and six persons
5 to be appointed by the Governor, at least one of whom shall be
6 a mayor, at least one of whom shall be a town or city manager
7 and at least one of whom shall be a selectman and at least one
8 of whom shall be a local assessor and the commissioner of local
9 taxation, ex officio, is hereby established for the purpose of

10 making an investigation and study of the laws relating to real
11 estate taxation in Massachusetts. Said commission shall study
12 and report on the subject matter of the reports of the national
13 Advisory Commission on Intergovernmental Relations “The
14 Role of the States in Strengthening the Property Tax’ ’ with
15 specific reference to the following recommendations of the Ad-
-16 visory Commission:
17 (1) To provide, on a regular basis, precise information on the
18 property tax situation throughout all taxing and assessing dis-
19 tricts in the state with respect to the utilization of the tax and

the quality of assessing, and to make well analyzed and in-
21 formative reports of these features regularly available to the
22 public.
23 (2) To amend or change property tax laws that are inequi-
24 table, unworkable, unduly restrictive, or otherwise unsatis-
25 factory and to rid constitutions of details that more properly
26 belong in statutes or administrative regulations. This applies
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27 equally to laws which determine the tax base, establish limita-
-28 tions and exemptions, and set forth the procedures for adminis-
-29 tering the tax.
30 (3) To determine the appropriate role of the property tax
31 in a well-integrated state-local revenue system.
32 (4) To recast any features of the administrative setup with
33 respect to both organization and personnel, that prevent efficient
34 and equitable administration.
35 (5) To provide effective state supervision, coordination, and
36 technical assistance to the administration of the property tax
37 and to guard against unfairness in distribution of the property
38 tax burden.
39 (6) To provide the taxpayer with readily usable and effec-
-40 tive means of protecting himself against inequitable assessment.
41 Said commission shall have the power to summon witnesses
42 and to require the production of books, records, contracts and
43 papers and the giving of testimony under oath.
44 Said commission shall file its final report not later than the
45 first Wednesday in December, nineteen hundred and sixty-
-46 four.


